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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS/PRESENTATION OF JESUS
Seeing Our Salvation
As We Gather
The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in Jerusalem,
where Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph. In presenting Him there, they are
affirming that He is dedicated to God as a firstborn son. But He is much more than a
son—He is the Son. In her classic hymn text, German hymnist Elisabeth Cruciger
celebrates His coming as she writes, “The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient
seers, By God the Father given, In human form appears. No sphere His light confining,
No star so brightly shining As He, our Morning Star” (LSB 402:1). Jesus is the One in
whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way through life, and whose
presence enlightens our world. With joy, we worship Him!
 PREPARATION 
Prelude

“Let All Together Praise Our God”

Pastoral Greeting
Tolling of the Bell

Paul Manz

Opening Hymn

“Let All Together Praise Our God”
Verses 1-4, 7

LSB 389

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3–4, 7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713

Invocation
Confession of Sins
Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
 WORD 
Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7
(At the right time, God sent His Son into the world.)
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of
sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and
since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Ministry of Music

“Mary’s Boy Child”

Levi Pacheco, soloist

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
(Jesus is presented in the temple by Mary and Joseph.)
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been
completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated
to the Lord"), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of
the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." Now there was a man in
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying:
"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of
all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel."
The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken

against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too."
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the
temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who
were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and
became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day

Pastor John Larson
“In His Temple Now Behold Him”

LSB 519

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

“We Have Seen His Glory"

Pastor John Larson
TEXT: John 1:14

Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One)
People:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Pastor:
People:

Offering

Lord, in your mercy…
Hear our prayer.

Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex.
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves,
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed.
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a
word of affirmation and belief.

 SACRAMENT 
Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks
and praise.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
People:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 384

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Organ)

Wilbur Held

General Communion Blessing
Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”

LSB 390

Text and tune: Public domain

Congregational Concerns
Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“I Saw Three Ships on Christmas Day”
(and Row by Row Dismissal)

Gordon Young

Serving in Worship
OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

Pastor John Larson
Michael Zehnder

