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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Every Knee Shall Bow 
 

As We Gather 
 

There is a bumper sticker that says: "Every Knee Shall Bow: Beat the Rush!"  
There is both humor and warning in that statement.  Today's Epistle from 
Philippians 2 says that because of what Jesus Christ has done for us, God the 
Father has exalted Him "above all things and above every name in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth."  It also states that one day "every knee will bow" 
and "every tongue confess."  We can do that willingly now by the power of the 
Holy Spirit who teaches and convinces us that Jesus is the only way to heaven.  
Or we can persist in unbelief to the end and bow the knee unwillingly when He 
comes back in glory, only to find out it is too late to call on Him as Lord and 
Savior.  Today in our lessons, songs and message we hear how Jesus has taken 
His rightful place on His throne in heaven, that we might take our rightful place 
on our knees - willingly, lovingly and thankfully confessing that "Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 



 PREPARATION  
  

Prelude    “All Hail the Pow’r of Jesus’ Name”           David Angerman  
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Opening Hymn      “All Hail the Pow’r of Jesus’ Name”       LSB 549 
Verses 1, 3, 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
[To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all.] 

 

Public domain 
 

Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 



For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution  
 

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 2:1-18 
(At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.) 
  

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, 
if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves. Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  (Your attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being 
in very nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And 
being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to 
death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, that at the 



name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in 
my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to his good purpose. ) Do everything without complaining or arguing, 
so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 
as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ 
that I did not run or labor for nothing. But even if I am being poured out like a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you. So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.  
   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
(Which of the two did the will of his father?) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these 
things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"  
Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism--where did it come 
from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"  
They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, `From heaven,' he will 
ask, `Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, `From men'--we are afraid 
of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet."  
So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." 
Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  
"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, `Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  
" `I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  
"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, `I 
will, sir,' but he did not go.  
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  
"The first," they answered.  
Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 
him. 
    



Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Hymn of the Day               “At the Name of Jesus”    LSB 512 

Verses 1, 3-4, 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 
    Shall return again 
In His Father’s glory, 
    With His angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire 
    Meet upon His brow, 
And our hearts confess Him 
    King of glory now. 

 

Public domain 

 

Sermon        “What’s So Great About Jesus?"           Pastor John Larson 
                       TEXT: Philippians 2:1-18 



 

 
Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           
and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 



 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord  

our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks 

and praise. 
 
 
 

Words of Institution  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Lead Me, Guide Me”          LSB 721 

 
© 1953 Doris M. Akers; admin. Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 

 
 
“Lead Me, Guide Me” (Organ)     Johannes Matthias Michel  



General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn       “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”   LSB 534 
Verses 1, 3-4 
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Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  “ Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”   Paul Manz   
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 
 
 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 

 

 


