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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Do You Begrudge My Generosity? 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
A part of us expects justice from God. We think that fairness ought to reign—that each 
of us should get what we deserve. But this is a dead end. God does not give us what 
we deserve but acts with mercy and grace beyond belief. He is scandalously generous 
and lavish with us—giving us what we do not deserve and have not earned. We are 
tempted to ask God for equity and what we deserve, but God is determined to give us 
so much more in Christ. Only in faith can we learn to let God be God, to honor His 
generosity with the only response He desires: faith and thanksgiving. Today we pray 
the Lord to break through to our hearts and minds with His abundant grace and to 
rejoice that He is more than fair—He is merciful! 



Gathering Song     
 

You Are My King (Amazing Love)      Foote 
  

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken.  
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died and rose again. 
  

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken.  
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died and rose again. 
  

Amazing love, how can it be  
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true; It's my joy to honor You. In all I do I honor You. 
  

You are my King. You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. 
   

 PREPARATION  
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song    
  

What A Beautiful Name       Ligertwood/Fielding 
  

You were the Word at the beginning  
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation Now revealed in You our Christ 
  

CHORUS: What a beautiful Name it is, What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is, Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 

  

You didn't want heaven without us  
So Jesus, You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater What could separate us now  CHORUS 
  

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You  
You silenced the boast, of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever, God you reign Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name, above all names 
  

What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 



 Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

 WORD  
 

Epistle: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
(Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ.) 
  

Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the 
whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because 
of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak 
the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  
  

For I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 
or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far;  but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in the faith,  so that through my being with you again your 
joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, 
I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith 
of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved--and 
that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
  



Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
(The last will be first and the first will be last.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius 
for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  
"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. He told them, `You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.' So they went.  
"He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same 
thing.  
About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He 
asked them, `Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?'  
" `Because no one has hired us,' they answered.  
"He said to them, `You also go and work in my vineyard.'  
"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, `Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going 
on to the first.'  
"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a  
denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive 
more. But each one of them also received a denarius.  When they received it, 
they began to grumble against the landowner. `These men who were hired last 
worked only one hour,' they said, `and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  
"But he answered one of them, `Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you 
agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who 
was hired last the same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'  
"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



Song of the Day     
 

The Way (New Horizon)        Smith/Bashta/Barrett 
  

Through every battle Through every heartbreak  
Through every circumstance  
I believe That You are my fortress  
Oh, You are my portion 
And You are my hiding place, oh I believe You are 
  

CHORUS: The way, the truth, the life 
I believe You are  
The way, the truth, the life I believe  
(You are) 

 

Through every blessing  
Through every promise  
Through every breath I take  
I believe That You are Provider  
You are Protector 
And You are the One I love, I believe you are  CHORUS 
 

It's a new horizon and I'm set on You 
And You meet me here today with mercies that are new 
All my fears and doubts, they can all come too 
Because they can't stay long when I believe (You are) CHORUS 
 

Sermon        “Hell Is for Accountants"       Pastor John Larson 
                        TEXT: Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Apostles' Creed  
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,      
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

  

 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

I Am Not Alone          Kari Jobe 
 

When I walk through deep waters I know that You will be with me 
When I'm standing in the fire I will not be overcome 
Through the valley of the shadow I will not fear 
 

CHORUS: I am not alone I am not alone 
You will go before me 
You will never leave me X2 

 

In the midst of deep sorrow I see Your light is breaking through 
The dark of night will not overtake me I am pressing into You 
Lord You fight my ev'ry battle And I will not fear   CHORUS 
 

You amaze me redeem me You call me as Your own 
You amaze me redeem me 
You call me as Your own  (Repeat) 
 

You're my strength You're my defender You're my refuge in the storm 
Through these trials You've always been faithful 
You bring healing to my soul  CHORUS 
 

Oceans               Crocker/Houston 
  

You call me out upon the waters, The great unknown where feet may fail. 
And there I find You in the mystery, In oceans deep, my faith will stand. 
  

CHORUS: And I will call upon Your name And keep my eyes above the waves. 
  When oceans rise, My soul will rest in Your embrace 
  For I am Yours and You are mine. 
  

Your grace abounds in deepest waters, Your sov'reign hand will be my guide. 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me,  
You've never failed and You won't start now.  CHORUS 
  

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders, Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me. Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger In the presence of my Savior.  CHORUS 
 
General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 



Closing Song         
 

Your Grace Is Enough         Maher 
  

Great is Your faithfulness, O God; You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy And nothing can keep us apart. 
  

CHORUS: So, remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
  Remember Your promise O God.  
  Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Great is Your love and justice, God of Jacob; You use the weak to lead the strong.  
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
And all Your people sing along. CHORUS 
  

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, for me.  
  

Remember Your people, Remember Your children,Remember Your promise O God. 
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Yeah, Your grace is enough; Heaven reaches out to us.Your grace is enough for me. 
God, I sing: Your grace is enough; I'm covered in Your love. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 


