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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/LWML SUNDAY 

 
In the Vineyard of the Lord 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
The vineyard is frequently used in Scripture to denote a special place in God’s 
creation. To have a vineyard and enjoy its fruit is a blessing. When the prophet 
Isaiah speaks of the goodness of the Lord, he says that God’s favored people 
“shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their 
fruit” (Isaiah 65:21). Vineyards were planted with a fruitful harvest in mind. We 
are the Lord’s planting, and we eagerly await our harvest home. Today is LWML 
Sunday and we thank God and celebrate the many things our women accomplish 
as they faithfully labor in God’s vineyard. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude     “All You Works of God, Bless the Lord I & II”  
Benjamin Cullen & Jeffrey Blersch 

 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 



Opening Hymn              “All You Works of God, Bless the Lord”     LSB 930 
Verses 1-2, 6 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart; 

All you humble, His praise impart; 
God the Father and Son adore, 
Bless the Spirit forevermore!  Refrain 

 

© 1995 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 

© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 



Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 
 

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 3-4b-14 
(Paul witnesses to the congregation at Philippi.) 
  

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is 
more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 
them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in 



his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me.  

Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
(The parable of the tenants in the vineyard.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented 
the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest 
time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.  
"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a 
third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the 
tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. `They 
will respect my son,' he said.  
"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, `This is the heir. 
Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and threw him out 
of the vineyard and killed him.  
"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?"  
"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent 
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 
time."  
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: " `The stone the 
builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes'?  
   

"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he 
was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid 
of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 



Song of the Day        "Serve the Lord with Gladness"  
(Written for LWML Sunday. Tune: Onward Christian Soldiers) 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 
It is He alone Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own  
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace,  
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face.  
Onward, then, for Jesus! 
Let this be our aim: “Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 
He gave us command To proclaim His Gospel 
Now in every land So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest. 
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! 
Let this be our aim: “Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 
There’s no greater joy Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ. 
As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice 
Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! 
Let this be our aim: “Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 
 

Tune: 662 LSB "Onward Christian Soldiers" 
Prof. Ernest Lewerenz 

 
Sermon        “Taking Hold"                   Pastor John Larson 
                      TEXT: Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
LWML LADIES: In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-

bought gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all 
that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in 
the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever 
and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our 
voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming 
love, our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to 
do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of 
bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. 
Amen.   

 
Apostles' Creed  
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,      
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  



Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  
 

“With Joy We Come Together”  
(Written for LWML Sunday. Tune : “O Savior, Precious Savior”) 
 

With joy we come together, Our hearts of one accord, 
Rejoicing in the blessings Of serving You, O Lord. 
The gifts that You have given Make us a mighty throng. 
With thankfulness we raise up Our praise to You in song. 
 

We celebrate the women, Who’ve served You through the years, 
Sustaining one another Through vict’ry, trials, and fears. 
We follow now their service, Devoted, Christ, to You. 
No matter what Your errand, We’ll strive to follow through. 
 

Through ministries supported, We’ve seen Your love outpoured. 
With mites that You’ve provided, We’ve learned to trust You, Lord. 
Our many hands have served You, Yet much is left undone. 
Your mission must continue In reaching everyone. 
 

Lord, with Your love and guidance, We’ll serve You faithfully. 
Wherever You should lead us, We’ll follow willingly. 
May we be bold in witness So others see Your grace. 
That we may one day worship Together face to face. 
 

Tune: LSB 527 "O Savior, Precious Savior" 
Jean Hansen Kammerer 
 

“Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness” (Organ)    Edwin T. Childs  
 

General Communion Blessing 
 
Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on 
you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 
and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



 
Closing Hymn      “God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB 850 

Verses 1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public domain 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

 

Postlude   “God of Grace and God of Glory”   Paul Manz 
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 

 

 
Serving in Worship 

   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT        Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES         Michael Zehnder 


