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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 

Where Your Treasure is, there Your Heart Will be Also 
 

As We Gather 
 

Ever had a new car?  That wonderful "new car smell," those sleek lines, that 
dent-less body, those spotless seats are so fun at first!  But then you bought a 
second new car.  Why?  Because the first one got old - dents appeared, seats got 
spotted, there may have been spills on the floor mats.  Maybe it was even stolen 
and you had to replace it!  That's what happens to our treasures on earth: they 
wear out in many ways and need to be repaired or replaced; there are also 
thieves and we lose it all.  Jesus tells us how to put our treasures into a place 
where "moths and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and 
steal."  If that sounds like a good investment to you you're going to love today's 
theme and message.  But wait, there's a bonus for your heart, soul and spirit if 
you invest in the Kingdom of God:  "Where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also."  Matthew 6:21 

 



 
 



 PREPARATION  
  

Prelude    “Come Thou Almighty King”    Martin Stellhorn  
    
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Opening Hymn       “We Praise You, O God”       LSB 785 
 

 
Public domain 

 

Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 



loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution  
 

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-13 
(Encouragement for joyful Christian living.) 
  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received 
or heard from me, or seen in me put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you.  
  

I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. 
Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am 
not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength.  
  



   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:19-24 
(Which master do you serve? God or money?) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the 
lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But 
if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light 
within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Hymn of the Day               “Take My Life and Let it Be”    LSB 784 
Verses 1, 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

Public domain 

 

Sermon         “Let’s Talk"                Pastor John Larson 
                         TEXT: Matthew 6:19-24 

 
 

Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           
and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 



heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, nd resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 



 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord  our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”      LSB 782 

         
© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 

Public domain 

 

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” (Organ)    Robert J. Powell 
  

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

 



Closing Hymn       “For the Fruits of His Creation”   LSB 894 
 

 
 

© 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 

Public domain 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “ Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”  Johann Pachelbel  
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
ORGANIST      Gwen Geisler 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


