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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Forgive Your Brother from the Heart 
 

As We Gather 
 

Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to the 
grace of forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me and 
my forgiveness to others? The answer to these questions lies in Christ. As our 
heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This 
forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who was sold 
into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them because of God’s mercy. 



 

 
 



 PREPARATION  
  

Prelude     “Chaccone”         Louis Couperin 
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Opening Hymn   “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”       LSB 793 
Verses 1-3 
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Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution  
 

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament: Genesis 50:15-21 
(At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he forgave 
them and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.) 
  

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if 
Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?" So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, "Your 
father left these 
instructions before he died: 
`This is what you are to say 
to Joseph: I ask you to 
forgive your brothers the 
sins and the wrongs they 
committed in treating you 
so badly.' Now please 
forgive the sins of the 
servants of the God of your 
father." When their 
message came to him, 
Joseph wept.  



His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your 
slaves," they said.  
But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  
   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
(How often must I forgive me brother? How often has God forgiven you?) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  
Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt.  
"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I 
will pay back everything.' The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the 
debt and let him go.  
"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what 
you owe me!' he demanded.  
"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back.'  
"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  
"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' In anger his master turned him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  
"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart." 
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon        “The Hardest Thing You’ll Ever Do"     Pastor John Larson 
                       TEXT: Genesis 50:15-21 



Hymn of the Day “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”     LSB 843 
 

 

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 
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Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           
and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 



Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”        LSB 606 
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“Forgiveness” (Solo)         Matthew West 
 

It's the hardest thing to give away 
And the last thing on your mind today 
It always goes to those who don't deserve 
It's the opposite of how you feel 
When the pain they caused is just too real 
It takes everything you have to say the word  
Forgiveness forgiveness 
 

It flies in the face of all your pride 
It moves away the mad inside 
It's always anger's own worst enemy 
Even when the jury and the judge 
Say you've got a right to hold a grudge 
It's the whisper in your ear sayin' set it free 
Forgiveness forgiveness  
Forgiveness forgiveness 
 

Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible  
Forgiveness forgiveness 
Help me now to do the impossible  
Forgiveness 
 

It'll clear the bitterness away 
It can even set a prisoner free 
There is no end to what its power can do 
So let it go and be amazed 
By what you see through eyes of grace 
The prisoner that it really frees is you 
Forgiveness forgiveness  
Oh forgiveness forgiveness 
 

Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness I want to finally set if free 
Show me how to see what Your mercy sees 
Help me now to give what You gave to me  
Forgiveness oh forgiveness 
 

Forgiveness forgiveness  
Forgiveness 
 
 

 



General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “When Peace Like a River”    LSB 763 
Verses 1-2, 4 
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Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  “ Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”   Lani Smith 
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 



 
 

Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


