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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
The Penitent’s Posture 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
When His disciples wanted to know who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 
Jesus pointed to a child as an object lesson for true humility. One who assumes the 
posture of complete dependence—having nothing, yet needing everything—is valued 
by God. Our gracious Savior calls us to such humility, repentance, and faith this day. 
As we come before Him to receive forgiveness and new life through His very presence 
in His Word and at His Table, we, too, assume a posture of penitence. This posture 
doesn’t point to ourselves and our supposed worthiness; no, it points to Jesus and His 
sacrifice for us, the unworthy children of the Father. As the only perfectly humble child 
of God, Jesus stoops to serve us today and fill us with the forgiveness we desperately 
need. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”          Diane Bish 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Opening Hymn   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     LSB 686 
Verses 1, 3-4 
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Invocation  
 

Confession and Absolution  Psalm 32:1 
 

Pastor: Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before 
You and repent of their sins. Hear us now as we, Your humble children, 
bring our prayers before You.  

 

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 
 

Pastor: Most merciful Father, 
People: we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, 

words, and actions, we have failed to do what Your Word demands. 
We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have we loved one 
another as You have first loved us. In the name of our loving Savior 
Jesus Christ, we ask for Your forgiveness. Because our Savior 
humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross, enable us in true 
humility to receive the remission You promise to Your repentant 
children. Amen.  

Pastor: “Blessed is the 
one whose 
transgression is 
forgiven, whose 
sin is covered.” 
God the Father 
has taken your 
sins and laid 
them upon our 
humble Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
Because of 
Christ’s 
sacrifice, God 
does not count 
your sins 
against you. He 
has taken them 
away! He remembers them no more! He preserves and delivers you as His 
child forever! As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



 WORD  
 

INTROIT Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 
 

Pastor: How great are Your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep! 
People: It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to Your name, O 

Most High; 
Pastor: to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your faithfulness by 

night, 
People: to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. 
Pastor: For You, O LORD, have made me glad by Your work; at the works of Your 

hands I sing for joy. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

How great are Your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep! 
 

Epistle: Romans 13:1-10 
(Love is the fulfilling of the law.) 
  

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is 
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 
Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do 
you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for 
nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also 
why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time 
to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Let no debt 
remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 
loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit 
adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other 
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your 
neighbor as yourself."  Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.  
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1-20  
(Jesus calls the children of God to humility and repentance.) 
  

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven?"  
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: "I tell you 
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 



the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. But if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned 
in the depths of 
the sea.  
."Woe to the 
world because 
of the things 
that cause 
people to sin! 
Such things 
must come, but 
woe to the man 
through whom 
they come! If 
your hand or 
your foot 
causes you to 
sin cut it off 
and throw it 
away. It is 
better for you to 
enter life 
maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into 
eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown 
into the fire of hell.  
"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  
"What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders 
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that 
wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 
sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your 
Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.   
"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the 
two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not 
listen, take one or two others along, so that `every matter may be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would 
a pagan or a tax collector.  
"I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  



"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I with them."  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon          “God’s Little Ones”                   Pastor John Larson 
                    TEXT: Matthew 18:1-20 
 
 
Hymn of the Day 
  

 
 

 
Apostles' Creed  
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,      
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  
 

“Children of the Heav’nly Father”        LSB 725 
  

 
 
“Children of the Heav’nly Father” (Organ)    Michael Burkhardt 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



Closing Hymn    “Father Welcomes”      LSB 605 
 

 

 
 



Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 

Postlude  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Michael Burkhardt 
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 

 

 

 



Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT        Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES         Michael Zehnder 
 
 

 


