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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Overcome Evil with Good 
 

As We Gather 
 

In the quiet refuge of this sanctuary, it may be easy to forget that we live in a world that 
has been marred by sin, cursed by death, and filled with wickedness. Although we 
confront it every day, this very present evil will not overcome us. God’s desire is for us 
to be saved and delivered by His Son, Jesus, so that we are enabled to love, to live, 
and to overcome evil with good. In our worship service today, we receive the same 
Jesus who once overcame evil by carrying His cross to suffer for our salvation. 
Trouncing over all the evil we will ever face, our risen Savior lives to love, to bless, and 
to deliver us as His people. 

 PREPARATION  
  

Prelude     “Christ Be My Leader”     Paul Manz 
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 



Opening Hymn   “Christ Be My Leader”          LSB 861 
 

 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 

Public domain 

 

Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Absolution  
  

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 



People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Epistle: Romans 12:9-21 
(With genuine love, overcome evil with good.) 
   

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking 
in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is 
right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the 
contrary:  
 

"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21–28  
(Jesus calls His disciples to take up their cross and follow Him.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to  
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and  
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This 
shall never happen to you!"  
Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  



Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny  
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a 
man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in 
exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has 
done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day “Come Follow Me, The Savior Spake”   LSB 688 

Verses 1-2, 5 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 
    And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
    In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

 

Public domain 



Sermon        “Getting It All Wrong, Or…"       Pastor John Larson 
                      TEXT: Matthew 16:21-28 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           
and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 



 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory      
forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”        LSB 685 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 
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“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” (Organ)      Paul Manz  
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn      “The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thornes” LSB 532 
Verses 1-4 

 
Public domain 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “ Trumpet Tune”      Henry Purcell 
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder  


