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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Gracious Growth, Bountiful Harvest 
 

As We Gather 
 
Plants in God’s good earth respond to the showers He sends, producing plants for 
pasture and crops for harvest. In the psalm, David says it is as if “the meadows clothe 
themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing 
together for joy.” It is all natural, and so is our producing fruit for God as His Word 
works through us. That God works through us sinners is all grace; if we but hear the 
Word and let the Spirit give us understanding, a bountiful harvest will follow. Jesus 
likens it to seeds producing yields of up to a hundredfold. But we are no mere plants, 
as Paul points out in the Epistle. Because we have been adopted by our heavenly 
Father, we are brothers and sisters of Christ, the children of God, calling out to Him, 
“Abba! Father!” Our growth in faith is indeed by the grace of God, and to Him belongs 
all the credit for the bountiful harvest He reaps through us. 



 PREPARATION  

Prelude     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”       Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 
 
Opening Hymn   “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”     LSB 901 

Verses 1-3 
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Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



Absolution  
 

 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson:  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:10–13   
(God’s Word accomplishes His plans as surely as rain gives growth to plants.) 
  

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it 
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed 
for the sower and bread for the eater,  so is my word that goes out from my 
mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  You will go out in joy and be led forth in 
peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees 
of the field will clap their hands.  Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 
and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for 
an everlasting sign, that will endure forever.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
(Whoever hears the Word and understands it will produce a great harvest for God in 
spite of worldly opposition.) 
  

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore.  Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 



withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew 
up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.” 
  

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the  
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the 
path.  The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word 
and at once receives it with joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 
quickly fall away.  The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke 
the word, making it unfruitful.  But the seed falling on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces 
a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”   LSB 584 
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Sermon              “The Sower”              Pastor John Larson 
            TEXT: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

Apostles' Creed   
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,      
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Confirmation (Saturday, 5 p.m. Only) 
 

ESPEN ERLING 
NOLAN PIERCE 

 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 



 SACRAMENT  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory      
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“For the Fruits of His Creation”       LSB 894 
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“For the Fruits of His Creation”  Organ      Paul Manz 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn    “On What Has Now Been Sown”  LSB 921 
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Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve 
the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Postlude  “On What Has Now Been Sown”  J.S. Bach/Mark Sedio  
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 

 
Serving in Worship 

  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
 

 
 

CONFIRMATION VERSES 
 

Espen Marie Erling 
 

 Joshua 1:9 – “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you 

go.” 
 

Nolan Richard Pierce 
 

Romans 8:28 – “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to His purpose.” 
 
 
 
Espen Erling: “Hi, this is Espen Erling, I enjoy playing volleyball, painting, and hanging 
out with friends and family. My birthday is on December 28th, 2005. I’m an 8th grader, 
and attend Euclid Middle School. My friends and family would describe me as crazy, 
weird, caring, helpful, friendly, easy-going, and hard-working. My family members that 
attend the church are Tenley (my sister), Kayden (my brother), Lara (my mom), and 
Jacy (my dad).” 
 
 
Nolan Pierce: “Hi, my name is Nolan Pierce, I was born on October 8th, 2006, and I am 
now 13 years old and in 7th grade at Littleton Preparatory charter school. I am related 
to the Brinkmans and the Cornells. My mom’s name is Shayna and my brother’s name 
is Tyrus, and they all attend Ascension. I used to play basketball, I love playing video 
games, and I am super excited to get confirmed!” 

 


