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INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 
The Blessed Land 
 

As We Gather 
 
Thank God for our nation! The celebration of Independence Day is not part of the 
traditional Church Year calendar. Rather, it is a national celebration that presents an 
opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of our land. In observing the day, we are 
connected with the biblical record of God’s people in times past who expressed thanks 
for the blessings that God had given to them through the nation of which they were part. 
The psalmist writes, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12). As 
we bring our thankful praise to God, we ask that His blessing on our land would 
continue for generations. 



 
 PREPARATION  

PRELUDE   “Battle Hymn of the Republic”        Julia Ward Howe 
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
OPENING HYMN   “Before You Lord, We Bow”    LSB 966 

Verses 1-3 
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INVOCATION  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
People: Almighty God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean, 

undeserving of Your mercy. We admit that we have sinned against You 
in countless ways. We have left undone those things we ought to have 
done; we have done those things we ought not to have done. We have 
not always been the citizens of our blessed nation we could be, taking 
for granted the gift of freedom that is ours. We sincerely repent of our 
sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By 
the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful 
in our lives that each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to 
the glory of Your holy name. 

 



Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who repent and turn to Him in 
contrition. In kindness and love, He promises pardon, life, and salvation 
because of the atoning sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

INTROIT Psalm 33:11, 18, 22; antiphon: v. 12 
 
People: Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
     the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 
Men:  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
    the plans of His heart to all generations. 
People: Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
    on those who hope in His steadfast love. 
Women: Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 
    even as we hope in You.  
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS:  
 

Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-6 
(Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ.) 
 

As a prisoner for the LORD, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another 
in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; one LORD, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15–22  
(Rendering to Caesar what is his) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 



Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent 
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know 
you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with 
the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they 
are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?” 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” 
When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “God of Our Fathers”      LW 501 
Verses 1-3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERMON               “As One”     Pastor John Larson 
                Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

NICENE CREED (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           
and of all things visible and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 



Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs: 
 

We pray for the Church, that the message of salvation be proclaimed 
joyfully throughout all the world and that those who faithfully share the 
Gospel and who live it out in their lives know blessing and contentment. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for the nations of the world, that all would know times of peace and 

security. Grant that the leaders of our nation be endowed with wisdom and 
courage, that they seek the well-being of our people in every way. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for all workers in the Church, asking the blessings of holy wisdom 

and heavenly grace to all pastors, deaconesses, and teachers. By their 
devoted service in response to their calling, grant that faith and faithfulness 
abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for our nation as we rejoice in the freedoms we enjoy. We give You 

special thanks for all those who serve in the military, in medical professions, 
as educators, and as emergency personnel. Grant that we live out our 
citizenship with dedication and gratitude. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for special conditions and circumstances. By Your Word and Holy 

Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, 
[especially . . .]. Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a 
measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We also pray for... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 



Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, 
for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory      
forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”       LSB 717 
 

 

 

 

 
 

© The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. 
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“God Bless America” (Solo)         Irving Berlin 
Michael Zehnder, soloist 

 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
People: Amen. 
 



Closing Hymn          “God Bless Our Native Land”    LSB 965 
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CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   “ The Stars and Stripes Forever”   John Phillip Sousa – arr. E. Power Biggs 
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder  


