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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
The Praise of a Trapped Prophet 
 

As We Gather 
 
It should be no surprise, for the Lord warned them from the beginning. To follow 
Christ, to live our Baptism, to be a Christian will not be a life of ease, peace, and 
abundance, but rather one of trouble and contradiction. All the apostles and 
prophets found this to be true. Jeremiah’s complaint is repeated by all who have 
discovered the Christian life is but warfare between life and death. Because 
Jesus gave Himself to the defeat of the devil and our spiritual slavery by letting it 
all have its way with Him to the cross, all who believe are freed and made 
participants in newness of life by simple faith in this grace and mercy of God for 
us. Jesus says three times today, “Do not be afraid,” so now even with the 
prophet’s complaint repeated, we can rejoice with him, “Sing to the LORD! Give 
praise to the LORD!” 



 PREPARATION  

Prelude      “A Joyous Acclamation”        Lani Smith 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 
Opening Hymn     “O God of Light”     LSB 836 

Verses 1-3 
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Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 



 WORD  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
Scripture Lessons:  
 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
  

O LORD, you deceived me, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and 
prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I 
cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has 
brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, "I will not mention him 
or speak any more in his name," his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up 
in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. I hear many 
whispering, "Terror on every side! Report him! Let's report him!" All my friends 
are waiting for me to slip, saying, "Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will 
prevail over him and take our revenge on him."    
But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will stumble 
and not prevail. They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will 
never be forgotten. O LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe 
the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you I have 
committed my cause. Sing to the LORD! Give praise to the LORD! He rescues the 
life of the needy from the hands of the wicked. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 10:5a, 21-33  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents 



and have them put to death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who 
stands firm to the end will be saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee 
to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes.  
 

"A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough 
for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head 
of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his 
household!  
 

"So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, 
speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do 
not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid 
of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of 
your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  
 

"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my  
Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before 
my Father in heaven.  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day     “How Firm a Foundation”      LSB 728 
Verses 1, 2 & 4 
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Sermon              “The Rest of the Story”    Pastor John Larson 
              Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

Nicene Creed (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth           

and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 
 
 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 



 

 

 SACRAMENT  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory      
forever and ever. Amen. 



 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Abide with Me” Alternate daytime text by Michael Zehnder   LSB 878 
 

 

 
“Kum Ba Yah”   (Organ)        John Behnke 
 

Someone’s praying, Lord… 
 

Someone’s crying, Lord… 
 

Someone’s singing, Lord… 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Closing Hymn           “Lift High the Cross”    LSB 837 

Verses 1, 6 
 

 

 

 

 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
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Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    “ Lift High the Cross”     John Leavitt  
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 

Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder  


