
Good afternoon!  
  

WHAT’S HAPPENING (June 12 Edition)! 
 

We are re-opening for Worship!  THIS weekend, we will begin corporate worship at 
Ascension. Services will be Saturday evening, June 13, at 5 p.m. On Sunday morning, 
June 14, we have services at 8, 9:30, & 11 a.m. NEXT WEEKEND (FATHER’S DAY) 
services will be:  Saturday, June 20, at 5 p.m. On Sunday morning, June 21, we have 
services at 8, 9:30, & 11 a.m. We are limited to 50 people at each service so you will 
have to go to our website, alutheran.org, and sign-up or call the church office at 303-
794-4636 to reserve a pew. Initially, we are asking that if you sign up for one 
weekend that you don’t sign up for the next one unless spots become available. 
You’ll need to wear a mask for worship. The online worship will also continue. I want to 
thank you for your patience during these last number of months-we’re learning more 
about being God’s people every day. Pastor John  
 

On Sunday, June 28, the 11 a.m. worship service for Ascension will be at Sterne 
Park (Spotswood and Lake).  Bring your chair, wear a mask and be socially 
distanced and enjoy God’s Word in the Park that day. Following the service we will 
have a picnic, beginning at 11:45, or so. Fried Chicken, individual bags of chips, 
cookies, pop and water will be available. A server will place these items on your plate.  
Though there won’t be a potluck this year, bring your own items to round out your 
meal. Plates and silverware will be provided. Please watch for a sign-up on Monday! 
 

The following link will take you to the Special Worship Page where sign-up links 
will be located: https://www.alutheran.org/mini-service-sign-up-links/ 
  

“The West Wing Renovation Committee recently brought the proposal to the Church 
Council for the congregation to receive information on the Renovation Project. Bids 
have been secured and we are ready to vote on the project. Information concerning 
this is on our website (alutheran.org) and you should have received your ballot. Please 
pray and vote. Votes need to be returned by June 22.”  Pastor John   
  

(Here is the link: https://www.alutheran.org/renovation-update/)  
  

Prayer:  For God's mighty hand to bring to an end this virus; For those who have lost 
jobs or been downsized; For our country, during the turmoil that has followed the 
murder of George Floyd; For Melanie Bard and her family, following the death of her 
uncle, Mike Brannen; For Henry Kerluke and his family, following the death of his 
daughter; For Kris Goff, awaiting knee surgery on June 16; For Norm Hermsmeyer, 
awaiting knee surgery on June 22; For Sarisa (10 years old), great-granddaughter of 
Viola Raasch, with a return of tumorsFor Rosemarie Calender; For Wilma Ruggera, 
who fell & bruised her face; For Joyce Gallagher, with knee issues; For Margo Pasha, 
following an angiogram on May 26; For Brieanna (28), granddaughter of Roger and 
Judy Koester, following a long-awaited (and successgul) hip replacement on June 11; 
For For Jim Adams; Lynne Williamson and Jim Bame, all with health issues; For Jaclyn 
Warren, with health and life issues; For Chris, a friend of Mike Reimnitz, who suffered a 
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stroke & is now ill;  For Cindy Poorman, undergoing breast cancer treatment; For 
healing and strength for  Dave Hitztaler. 
  

Stewardship:  
  

Budgeted Amount/Year to date:               $ 297,482 

Received Amount/Year to date:               $ 283,139 
Payroll Protection Program Loan:  $   89,000 
  

Virus Fund/Received to date:                   $  35,235 (Distributed:  $ 10,400) 

  

Flowers for June 13 & 14 were donated by Patti Zeggert in celebration on her 
son, Nick’s, 30th Birthday on June 9. 
   

Virus Relief Fund Update—The Virus Relief Fund was set up at the beginning of the 
Colorado stay-at-home phase to assist members and the community who may need 
financial assistance during this pandemic. The fund began with $20,000 from last 
year’s budget surplus, plus $5,000 from Thrivent Choice Dollars. In addition, members 
have also donated approximately $10,400 to this fund. Generally, financial hardship 
during this time is due to job loss due to the pandemic and business closings. The 
Virus Relief Fund committee has been working to contact members and others who 
are referred to us as possibly needing assistance. 
  

To date, the committee has contacted 25 individuals or families to see if they need 
assistance, and we’ve given assistance to 21 of those. (The others indicated they’re 
doing OK at this time.) This financial assistance thus far totals $10,400. Our goal is to 
have the fund last until a few months after businesses are allowed to return to near 
capacity of operation, so we’re trying to make distributions accordingly.  
  

If you would like to contribute to the fund, we encourage you to send a check made 
payable to “Ascension Lutheran Church” and mark it, “Virus Relief Fund.” Ascension is 
thankful that we’re able to help our members and community during this time, and the 
recipients are so very grateful. If you have any questions about the fund, or if you know 
of someone who needs assistance, feel free to contact Pastor or Kathy Johnson.   
  

Vacation Bible School:  REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR VBS! Due to 
the current coronavirus situation, this year’s VBS will look a bit different. We’ll be 
offering a FREE online recorded VBS each of the 5 days during the week of July 13. 
Ahead of time, we'll distribute packets of information and necessary supplies to families 
so they can complete the activities at home. We encourage you to register your kids, 
grandkids, friends, neighbors, etc. This is a wonderful opportunity for some kids to 
participate who may not be able to attend an onsite VBS during other years. The 
deadline for registration is July 1st. The link to register can be found on our website, 
alutheran.org. From the Education menu, click on Vacation Bible School. However, you 
can also simply click here:  https://vbspro.events/p/alc2020. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact Kathy Johnson, and we look forward to sharing the Gospel 
message with many children this summer!  
 



Want to Help with Vacation Bible School Supplies??  Beginning in the next week, 
we'll have a sign-up sheet for you to donate various supplies that will be needed for 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). Since VBS is free this year, we'd appreciate any 
donations. Stay tuned for additional information in the days to come, and thanks for 
your support and generosity! 
  

Information from The Ascension Foundation: Your Ascension Lutheran Church 
Foundation is well and continues to meet through Zoom to conduct its business. Your 
board member’s are Mike Price, President, Athenia Michel, Vice President, Bob Hea, 
Secretary and Lisa Riebling, Treasurer with Board members Rima Hea, Jim Shelton, 
Jerry Gerdes and Larry Nisbet continue to look after the Foundations business. 
 

Because of the world wide pandemic most things are in a holding pattern. The Board 
carefully keeps tabs on our balance sheet and tracks our budget and the current state 
of our investment portfolio through direct contact with our professional financial advisor.  
It was noted that because of current events our portfolio is feeling the same pressures 
with some paper losses and a general holding pattern like all investments are in 
today’s market but our advisor notes that we are well positioned for what the future 
may encounter. Our missions are still working diligently to accomplish God’s work, in 
spite of the many challenges the world faces today. The Haiti mission is in need of 
additional funding but continues to make progress under very difficult circumstances, in 
Slovakia the report was very encouraging and the Board voted to increase funding 
from $500 to $1,000 and in Africa we should be getting some up to date information 
when John Wolf returns to the States soon. All education areas are currently in a 
holding pattern. 
 

If you have questions or would like additional information about any of our missions or 
educational efforts, or to make a contribution to help with the Foundations’ areas, 
please do not hesitate to contact one of the board members.   
 

INITIATIVE 120, the BIPARTISAN LATE TERM ABORTION BAN IS CERTIFIED BY 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO APPEAR ON THE NOVEMBER 2020 BALLOT.  

(Denver, Colorado June 8, 2020) – “This is an incredible victory for Due Date Too Late 
and our dedicated volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure that Coloradans will 
have the chance to vote to save lives from late-term abortion in November. The 
numbers handed in are indicative of the overwhelming support for Initiative 120 and we 
are prepared and excited for the next step in the campaign” said Lauren Castillo, 
spokesperson for the Due Date Too Late campaign.  
 

THANK YOU ASCENSION, for signing the petitions months ago, which contributed to 
this successful campaign. Start praying now that Initiative 120 will be approved in 
November. Jude Donovan, Lutherans for Life, Team coordinator 
  

Maybe today, because of the COVID stress, is not a day for you to construct a 
complete gift plan, including legal documents with your attorney. But maybe it is 
a great time to review some basics, such as who your beneficiary designees are for life 
insurance, 401(k)s, IRAs, investment accounts, bank accounts, etc. Understanding that 
such designations are more powerful than your will/trust is a key place to begin. Your 



Ascension Gift Planning Counselor, Jason Jones, is ready to help now, in person or by 
video conference. For free assistance, contact him at Jason.Jones@lfnd.org or call him 
directly at 970-988-0305. 
  

We will continue: Pastor John will continue his enhanced Sermon videos, and the 
Shepherd program is continuing! 
  

The Young Adult Group will be meeting at Sterne Park at 6:30 p.m. through the 
summer (2nd & 4th Thursday): Next Meeting is June 25: If you would like to join us, 
please contact Jenna (jenna.lindeman@cune.org) for the location.  
  

The Preschool is currently accepting registration for Fall 2020 on-line! 
  

News regarding Upcoming/Canceled/Rescheduled  Events:  
  

Update on the 2020 Summer Mission Trip:  As I'm sure you can imagine, we have 
had to visit and revisit or plans for the summer mission trip with all that has been 
happening in our country and the world surrounding CoVid-19. Unfortunately, our 
original plan of going to the Wind River reservation in Wyoming was canceled by 
YouthWorks (the organization we were planning our trip through) as well as all trips 
requiring travel. Because of this, we are now pursuing a "hometown trip" through 
YouthWorks in late July. We ask for your continued prayers as we figure out what our 
mission trip will look like in this uncertain time. Thank you for all your support! We are 
blessed by you! 
  

The butter braids fundraiser had come to a close. Thank you for all your support! 
With the fundraiser we raised over $700. We are so blessed! If you ordered a Butter 
Braid, a bag of coffee, or some cookie dough, you can pick it up now! I will be handing 
them out after the services this weekend. If you are unable to make it to church this 
weekend, reach out to me and we can figure out another time for you to pick them up! 
My phone number is 303-913-7668 and my email is christa.lindeman@cune.org. 
Thank you for your support! 
 

Water Day Fun for Senior High Youth and Middle School Youth: We are able to 
start getting together again as long as we are safe! Because of this, we are planning 
some outdoor fun activities! We will be hosting a "water day" at Ascension for both the 
Senior High and the middle school youth. They will be at different times so that we 
don't have too many people together at once. The Senior High water day will be 
Wednesday, June 24 at 10 am in the lawn of Ascension! The Middle School water 
day will also be on Wednesday, June 24 but at 6 pm. Come for some summer fun, 
water games, and snacks! Text or call Christa at (303)913-7668 if you have any 
questions! 
 

Update on the June 27 Ladies Guild Meeting:  The Ladies Guild Board meeting 
originally scheduled for June 27 has been moved to July 25. 
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As new items develop we will keep you informed: Through the Shepherd Program, 
through the Web-site (https://www.alutheran.org/), and through regular emails. Please 
check the website for links to our Partner Ministries.  
  

As always, if you are aware of someone who does not receive or check email 
regularly, please let them know that this email will be posted on the web-site in the 
same place that Happenings have always been posted. 
  

John 15:7 -- “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you.” 
 

Sometimes it just takes time! Slowly, in His timing, we are beginning corporate worship 
once again. The youth will be meeting for a Water Day, on June 24. We will be holding 
our Worship in the Park and the picnic will follow. Things aren’t exactly the same…but 
He is. 
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