
Good afternoon!  
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING (May 8, 2020 edition)! 
 

Regarding Special Communion Services!  
 

Saturday, May 9, and Sunday, May 10 (Mother's Day!!), short worship services will be 
held at Ascension in the Sanctuary. The reception of the Lord's Supper will be 
celebrated. Each service will begin on the hour. Saturday's services will be beginning 
at 9, 10 & 11 a.m., and 12, 2, 3, 4 & 5 p.m. Sunday's times are 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m., and 
1, 2, 3 & 4 p.m.  
 

You must register for the service you and your family would like to attend by going to 
the link in the opening banner on our web-site (alutheran.org) or the links below, or by 
calling Pastor’s home (303.420.8918). It is better to call in the afternoon. We ask that 
you wear a mask to the service and that you practice social distancing. We hope that 
soon we'll be allowed to worship together as the community of faith at Ascension in 
larger gatherings - but we'll wait patiently for those days.  
 

If you would like to receive the Sacrament but the gathering of 10 folks at a time 
doesn't work for you, please call Pastor at church (303.794.4636) and he will work out 
a time and place for the receiving of Holy Communion with you. 
 

Here are links for communion sign-ups (please sign-up for only one session per 
family/individual so that as many people as possible can participate): 
 

Holy Communion, May 9 and 10 (There are still available spaces!) 
 

Payroll Protection Program Loan Update:  
 

Our application for the Payroll Protection Program loan has been denied.  
 

Prayer:  For God's mighty hand to bring to an end this virus; For those who have lost 
jobs or been downsized; For Elaine Rodefeld and family at the death of her husband, 
Robert on April 25; For family and friends of Margaret Best (98) who died May 2; For 
Jaclyn Warren, with health and life issues; For Linda Marquez, as her mother’s health 
is growing worse (and for her mother for peace and comfort); For Tyson Brown's 
grandmother, For Marie (Edna’s sister) recovering at home following 12 days in the  
hospital and for  Marie’s daughter-in-law, Susan, currently hospitalized with COVID; 
For healing and strength for: Dave Hitztaler; Don Mielke; Moe Pasha, for pain from 
back issues; Blessings and Thanksgiving: For Rachel Melling and Connor Rossi who 
are preparing for their wedding on May 16. 
 
 

Stewardship:  
 

Budgeted Amount/Year to date:  $ 232,812 
Amount received (3/15-5/3):   $   71,184 
Received Amount/Year to date:  $ 213,825 
 
Thank You:  “For the prayers, lovely greeting cards, phone calls, visits which made my 
reaching old age so special. Thanks be to God!”  Doris Rohde  

http://alutheran.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C49ADA922ABFD0-reception2


 

Flowers during the May 9 & 10 services were donated by Sue Calhoun in loving 
memory of her mother, Elna Romano, and in celebration of Mother’s Day.  
 

Please note: If you have donated flowers during the month of May or June, they may 
be picked up after the final Sunday Worship (currently 4 p.m.) each week and we still 
have openings on June 14, 21 & 28! 
 

News from Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains! “Support Lutheran Family 
Services Rocky Mountains from the comfort of your home!  LFSRM will be hosting a 
virtual gala on Sunday, May 17 at 7p.m. to celebrate stories of their work, complete 
with a silent auction, entertainment, and a live paddle raise. Tickets are $25 until May 
13 and can be found here: https://www.lfsrm.org/event/annual-gala/.”  
 

Virus Relief Fund Update—The Virus Relief Fund was set up at the beginning of the 
Colorado stay-at-home phase to assist members and the community who may need 
financial assistance during this pandemic. The fund began with $20,000 from last 
year’s budget surplus, plus $5,000 from Thrivent Choice Dollars. In addition, members 
have also donated approximately $7,000 to this fund. Generally, financial hardship 
during this time is due to job loss due to the pandemic and business closings.  The 
Virus Relief Fund committee has been working to contact members and others who 
are referred to us as possibly needing assistance. 
 

To date, the committee has contacted 22 individuals or families to see if they need 
assistance, and we’ve given assistance to 17 of those. (The others indicated they’re 
doing OK at this time.) This financial assistance thus far totals $5,600. Our goal is to 
have the fund last until a few months after businesses are allowed to return to near 
capacity of operation, so we’re trying to make distributions accordingly.   
 

If you would like to contribute to the fund, we encourage you to send a check made 
payable to “Ascension Lutheran Church” and mark it, “Virus Relief Fund.” Ascension is 
thankful that we’re able to help our members and community during this time, and the 
recipients are so very grateful. If you have any questions about the fund, or if you know 
of someone who needs assistance, feel free to contact Pastor or Kathy Johnson.   
 

Vacation Bible School 2020—With the current situation, we believe it's highly unlikely 
we'll be allowed to have a gathering of any significant number of VBS students and 
staff at church, as we have cherished in recent years.  After meeting via Zoom, we've 
decided to instead offer an online VBS.  Something new and different, that's for sure!!  
Details are still being finalized, but our current plan is to publicize VBS as normal to 
previous attendees and members and offer a FREE online VBS each of the 5 days 
during the week of July 13.  Ahead of time, we'll arrange to distribute packets of 
information and necessary supplies to families so they can complete the activities at 
home.  Without being able to meet in person, this appears to be the next best option 
and one that will still enable us to spread love and the Gospel message to hopefully 
many kids and families.  Watch for more details and registration information in the 
weeks to come, and we ask for your prayers as we undergo this new venture in this 

https://www.lfsrm.org/event/annual-gala/


unprecedented time!  If you have any questions in the meantime, feel free to contact 
Kathy Johnson. 
 

We will continue to email the Sunday School Lessons to parents, and the 7th-8th 
grade Sunday School class will continue to meet on ZOOM, Pastor John will continue 
his Sermon videos, and the Shepherd program is continuing! The Young Adult Group 
will be meeting in ZOOM every Thursday at 7 p.m. They will have a small get-
together and devotion. If you would like to join, please contact Jenna 
(jenna.lindeman@cune.org) for the Meeting ID and password. The Preschool will 
continue periodic ZOOM Meetings and sending out weekly curriculum for the 
children so they can continue their learning at home! 
 

News regarding Upcoming/Cancelled/Rescheduled  Events:  
 

Summer Mission Trip Participants Needed! With everything that has been going on 
in the world with the current CoVid-19 pandemic, the summer mission trip for the youth 
has had to change a bit. Originally, we were going to go on a trip to Wind River, WY in 
June. However, the mission organization we are going through is no longer using that 
site (nor those dates) for trips this summer given the current situation. So we have had 
to look into other possibilities. One of the best possibilities is having YouthWorks (the 
mission organization) set up a hometown trip for us. For them to set this up for us, we 
would need a minimum of 30 participants. We were planning on taking around 15 
people on the mission trip, which is now also open to adults in addition to youth. So, 
we are coming to you to ask if any of you would be interested in doing a "hometown 
experience" mission trip with the youth. We would be serving our community 4 days in 
either the weeks of July 19-24 or July 26-31. It would most likely be from 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Please email me at christa.lindeman@cune.org or call me at 303-913-7668 if 
you are interested in this possibility! As always, I thank you for all of your support for 
the youth of our congregation and community! 
 

 Due to the CoronaVirus the Women’s Retreat has been rescheduled from 
Saturday, May 2 to Saturday, September 26, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Please mark that date 
now on your calendar.  Krista Kafer will speak on “Spiritual Spa Time.” Take a break 
with your Shepherd! 
 

The remainder of the Ladies Guild activities, now through May, has been 
cancelled.  No general meeting, no Board meeting. We still are keeping open the June 
date for our Planning Day, however. Coffee Under the Trees (May 31 for us) is still to 
be determined. We are participating in the District convention via email voting. The 
convention has been cancelled, but business will be conducted. Voting will be on 
officers, by-laws, and mission projects.  
 

As new items develop we will keep you informed through the Shepherd Program, 
through the Web-site (https://www.alutheran.org/), and through regular emails. 
Please check the website for links to our Partner Ministries.  
 

As always, if you are aware of someone who does not receive or check email regularly, 
please let them know that this email will be posted on the web-site in the same place 
that Happenings have always been posted. 

mailto:jenna.lindeman@cune.org
mailto:christa.lindeman@cune.org
https://www.alutheran.org/


Isaiah 41:10 - So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 
 

It has been a slow week…amazing how easily you lose track of times and days when 
you work from home! Work, helping to supervise 3 “(reluctant) virtual learners”…the 
real excitement this week was baking two cakes on Sunday…one of them completely 
from scratch! Stay safe and stay healthy and… 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!!!  

 


