
Good afternoon! 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING (May 29 Edition)! 
 
The Sunday worship that many have watched online has been the production work 
of Larry Boeding and Micheal Zehnder. We thank them for the many hours they have 
put into bring worship to you and many others. We are in need of others who can 
assist them in this work. Please contact Pastor John if this work interests you. You'll 
receive training on how to do the work. 
 

Though we haven't selected a date for reopening Ascension for regular worship 
we know that we will be adding worship services when that day comes. We will be in 
need of additional ushers and folks that can help us sanitize certain parts of the 
building and parts of the Sanctuary. Talk to Pastor if you can help our congregation 
open up safely and efficiently. 
 

“The West Wing Renovation Committee recently brought the proposal to the Church 
Council for the congregation to receive information on the Renovation Project. Bids 
have been secured and we are ready to consider and then vote on the project. 
Information concerning this is on our website (alutheran.org) and information will also 
be mailed to our members. The committee will be looking for your questions and 
thoughts about the project. Pray that we will be wise in discussion and decisions 
concerning this work.” Pastor John 
 

(Here is the link: https://www.alutheran.org/renovation-update/) 
 

* Please note that the files for the building plans are large and, depending on your 
computer, might take some time to load. Be patient. 
 
 

Prayer: For God's mighty hand to bring to an end this virus; For those who have lost 
jobs or been downsized; For Linda Marquez, following the death of her mother, 
Pauline, on May 27; For Deb Shiflet and her family, following the death of her brother, 
Bert; For Millie Reeves who broke her shoulder in a fall 3 weeks ago and has entered 
Hospice Care; For Linda Landhuis, after a fall which bruised her right side; For Moe 
Pasha, for healing following successful back surgery on May 19; Rachael Raether, 
granddaughter of Lois Kreye, for healing following (a difficult, but what seems to have 
been successful) surgery for hip-dysplasia on May 20; For Margo Pasha, following an 
angiogram on May 26; For Jim Adams, awaiting a procedure on June 4; For Brieanna 
(28), granddaughter of Roger and Judy Koester, scheduled for a long awaited hip 
replacement on June 11; For Lynne Williamson and Jims Bame, both with health 
issues; For Jaclyn Warren, with health and life issues; For Cindy Poorman, undergoing 
breast cancer treatment; For healing and strength for: Dave Hitztaler; Don Mielke; 
Blessings and Thanksgiving: For Magda Merbach, celebrating her 101st birthday on 
May 31; For Justine Jankowski, daughter of John and Lori Rolling, blessings in her 
final month of pregnancy and a safe and healthy delivery. 
 
 



Stewardship: 
 

Budgeted Amount/Year to date: $ 271,614 
Received Amount/Year to date: $ 263,090 
 

Virus Fund/Received to date: $ 35,335 (Distributed: $ 9,200) 
 

Payroll Loan Update: While we were denied for the PPP Loan from Chase, we 
recently re-applied through the Lutheran Federal Credit Union and our loan (in the 
amount of $89,000) has been approved. 
 

Flowers for May 31 were donated by Mark & Sandra Loptien in celebration of 
their 35th wedding anniversary. 
 

Please note: We still have an opening on June 28! 
 

Virus Relief Fund Update—The Virus Relief Fund was set up at the beginning of the 
Colorado stay-at-home phase to assist members and the community who may need 
financial assistance during this pandemic. The fund began with $20,000 from last 
year’s budget surplus, plus $5,000 from Thrivent Choice Dollars. In addition, members 
have also donated approximately $10,300 to this fund. Generally, financial hardship 
during this time is due to job loss due to the pandemic and business closings. The 
Virus Relief Fund committee has been working to contact members and others who 
are referred to us as possibly needing assistance. 
 

To date, the committee has contacted 25 individuals or families to see if they need 
assistance, and we’ve given assistance to 21 of those. (The others indicated they’re 
doing OK at this time.) This financial assistance thus far totals $9,200. Our goal is to 
have the fund last until a few months after businesses are allowed to return to near 
capacity of operation, so we’re trying to make distributions accordingly. 
 

We’d like to share one of several thank you notes we’ve received from the recipients. 
As you can tell, it’s a blessing to be able to help members and community members 
during this need, showing the love and care of Christ to others. “Dear (Ascension), 
Thank you sincerely for how you’ve helped me and my family through this current state 
of worry. Each gift card helped my mother and I afford our groceries, and I am so 
thankful. In addition to your gift card generosity, I wanted to thank you for giving us an 
outlet for food bank and kitchen needs.” 
 

If you would like to contribute to the fund, we encourage you to send a check made 
payable to “Ascension Lutheran Church” and mark it, “Virus Relief Fund.” Ascension is 
thankful that we’re able to help our members and community during this time, and the 
recipients are so very grateful. If you have any questions about the fund, or if you know 
of someone who needs assistance, feel free to contact Pastor or Kathy Johnson. 
 

Vacation Bible School: REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR VBS! Due to the 
current coronavirus situation, this year’s VBS will look a bit different. We’ll be offering a 
FREE online recorded VBS each of the 5 days during the week of July 13. Ahead of 
time, we'll distribute packets of information and necessary supplies to families so they 
can complete the activities at home. We encourage you to register your kids, 
grandkids, friends, neighbors, etc. This is a wonderful opportunity for some kids to 



participate who may not be able to attend an onsite VBS during other years. The 
deadline for registration is July 1st. The link to register can be found on our website, 
alutheran.org. From the Education menu, click on Vacation Bible School. However, you 
can also simply click here: https://vbspro.events/p/alc2020. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact Kathy Johnson, and we look forward to sharing the Gospel 
message with many children this summer! 
 

News from Littleton Family Services! “Littleton Family Services had so much 
success with the Drive-thru Food Bank on May 9 (serving 162 individuals), that we will 
be doing another on Saturday, June 13 from 10-11 a.m. at Ascension Lutheran 
Church. If you wish to donate please contact megan@littletonfamilyservices.org or go 
to the flowing link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa4ad22a13-nourish2. At 
this time, we are NOT accepting clothing.” 
 

We will continue: Pastor John will continue his enhanced Sermon videos, and the 
Shepherd program is continuing! 
 

The Young Adult Group will be meeting in ZOOM every Thursday at 7 p.m. They 
will have a small get-together and devotion. If you would like to join, please contact 
Jenna (jenna.lindeman@cune.org) for the Meeting ID and password. 
 

The Preschool is currently accepting registration for Fall 2020 on-line! 
 

News regarding Upcoming/Canceled/Rescheduled Events: 
 

Summer Mission Trip Participants Needed! With everything that has been going on 
in the world with the current CoVid-19 pandemic, the summer mission trip for the youth 
has had to change a bit. Originally, we were going to go on a trip to Wind River, WY in 
June. However, the mission organization we are going through is no longer using that 
site (nor those dates) for trips this summer given the current situation. So we have had 
to look into other possibilities. One of the best possibilities is having YouthWorks (the 
mission organization) set up a hometown trip for us. For them to set this up for us, we 
would need a minimum of 30 participants. We were planning on taking around 15 
people on the mission trip, which is now also open to adults in addition to youth. So, 
we are coming to you to ask if any of you would be interested in doing a "hometown 
experience" mission trip with the youth. We would be serving our community 4 days in 
either the weeks of July 19-24 or July 26-31. It would most likely be from 8:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. Please email me at christa.lindeman@cune.org or call me at 303-913-7668 if 
you are interested in this possibility! As always, I thank you for all of your support for 
the youth of our congregation and community! 
 

As new items develop we will keep you informed through the Shepherd Program, 
through the Web-site (https://www.alutheran.org/), and through regular emails. 
Please check the website for links to our Partner Ministries. 
 

This week on KFUO.org, we wish you a blessed Pentecost! Study Romans 13-15 on 
Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT), worship with us in daily chapel services at 10 
a.m. CT, and consider a curious theological topic with Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller on 
Cross Defense (6/1 at 2 p.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org! 
 



As always, if you are aware of someone who does not receive or check email 
regularly, please let them know that this email will be posted on the web-site in the 
same place that Happenings have always been posted. 
 

I Chronicles 29:16 - LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for 
building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it 
belongs to you. 
 

As we think about re-opening Ascension for Worship, we are also tasked with making 
decisions about the building itself. We have been deeply blessed with a group of 
individuals who have committed a great deal of time to this project and to putting 
together the many complex details that the congregation will need to prayerfully make 
a decision about whether to move forward and, if so, how we need to proceed. Please 
ask questions if you have them, if Bob Hea or Roger Koester do not have the answers, 
they will find them for you. Be informed and be in prayer. And trust Him in all things 
because all that we are and all that we do is through His will and, ultimately, to His 
glory. 


