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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
Jesus Faces Temptation 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Epiphany takes us early on to the Jordan, where Jesus is baptized by John, taking on 
Himself our sin and the sin of the whole world. Now Lent begins with a different kind of 
Baptism. Jesus is hungry and alone in the wilderness, and the devil is there to tempt 
Him. It should be no surprise that Jesus goes right from the waters of the Jordan, 
where He is announced to be the Son of God, into a place of temptation. It is our 
journey as well. We also go from the font into the wilderness of the age to face 
temptation. But we go in Christ and in the power of His strength. Where we are weak, 
He is strong. He answers the devil’s taunt with the Word of God, which endures 
forever, and we endure through the power of that same Word which guides, forgives, 
and directs. 



 PREPARATION  
 

PRELUDE   “A Mighty Fortress”         David Cherwien 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 

HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”      LSB 657 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 32:5; Philippians 1:6 
 

Pastor: I acknowledged my sin to You,  
People: and I did not cover my iniquity; 
Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”  
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father: 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the 
power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that 
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world 
toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Today is the First Sunday in Lent. The color has changed to purple, 
signifying sorrow and repentance. Our focus is on the cross, where our 
Lenten journey will lead us. From Genesis we hear how sin entered the 
world and took us captive to death. Paul describes the consequences of 
the fall and the reign of sin since Adam in the Epistle from Romans. In the 
Gospel, we hear how Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 3:1-21 
(The sin of our first parents stole us from God and left us captive to death.) 
  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, `You must not eat from any 
tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the 
trees in the garden, but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " "You 
will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil." When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and 
ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the 
man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" He 
answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid." And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" The man said, "The woman you put 
here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate." So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because 
you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild 
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your 



life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." To the 
woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you 
will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over you." To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the 
tree about which I commanded you, `You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the 
ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your 
life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the 
field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 
return." Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all 
the living. The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and 
clothed them.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Romans 5:12-19 
(Paul describes the poisoned fruits of the fall and the grace born of the obedience, 
suffering, and death of our Lord Jesus.) 
  

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- for before the law 
was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is 
no law.  
Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even 
over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a 
pattern of the one to come. But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many 
died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the 
gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 
Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment 
followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many 
trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 
God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one 
trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of 
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through 
the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through 
the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

  
 



Congregation, please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

VERSE Ephesians 6:11 
 

Pastor: Put on the whole armor of God,  
People: that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 
(Our Lord is tempted by Satan in the wilderness.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After  
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and 
said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  
Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it 
is written:  
   

" `He will command his angels concerning you,  
and they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  
   

Jesus answered him, "It is also written: `Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.'"  
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. "All this I will give you," he said, "if 
you will bow down and worship me."  
Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: `Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.'"  
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN     “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken”   LSB 521 
Verses 1, 3-4, 6 

 
SERMON  “The Ongoing Battle”               Pastor John Larson 
                 TEXT: Matthew 4:1-11 
 
NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 



Pastor: Hear Your people, O Lord, who cry to You on behalf of all people in need 
and through the blessed name of Jesus. 
 

That in the face of temptation and trial, we stand firm in the strength of the 
Lord, who was tempted like us, yet did not sin, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: That we not be distracted by the voice of the devil and the allure of the 

world but remember Christ’s Baptism into sin for us and our Baptism into 
Christ, clothing us with forgiveness, holiness, and righteousness, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: That the Lord grant wisdom and obedience to our nation’s leaders and to 

the leaders of the whole world, that peace reign between the nations and 
that the culture of violence end and our hearts no longer fear, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: That all who suffer be relieved, those who are sick be healed, the dying be 

comforted, and the grieving endure in hope through the resurrection of our 
Lord, [especially . . .], let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: That we be slow to judge others and quick to forgive in Christ’s name, that 

we bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the call to love one another, 
and that we regularly offer prayers, supplications, and intercessions for all 
as they have need, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves, those on whose behalf 

we have prayed, and for all those in any need, trusting that Your mercy will 
supply us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful, through 
Jesus Christ. 

People: Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We share the Lord’s peace with one another, 
saying, “Peace be with you.” 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “O Jesus, So Gentle, Jesus So Sweet”    J. S. Bach 
                Ascension Chorale 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
who on the tree of the cross did give salvation unto mankind that, whence 
death arose, thence life might rise again; and that he who by a tree once 
overcame might likewise by a tree be overcome; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, through whom with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 

SANCTUS  
 

 
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 



new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF RENEWAL (Lent means “Renewal”) 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”         LSB 563 
“There in God’s Garden”         WOV 668 
“Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”   
 

O soul, are you weary and troubled? No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s light for a look at the Savior,  
And life more abundant and free! 
 

REFRAIN: Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, 
                  And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
                  In the light of His glory and grace. 
 

Through death into life everlasting He passed, and we follow Him there; 
O’er us sin no more hath dominion— 
For more than conqu’rors we are!   REFRAIN 
 

His Word shall not fail you—He promised; Believe Him, and all will be well: 
Then go to a world that is dying,  
His perfect salvation to tell!   REFRAIN 
 

Text: Helen H. Lemmel, 1864–1961. Public domain 



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN  “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”    LSB 418 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “A Mighty Fortress”     Diane Bish 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN EXCHANGE—2020! 
The season of Lent will soon be here. February 26 is Ash Wednesday. This year Ascension will be 
joining with Epiphany Lutheran Church in Castle Rock for a pulpit rotation. Our theme is “Words of Life 
from the Cross” Our series looks like this: 
  

Date     Preaching    Focus/Theme 
  

March 4  Pastor Chris Matthis  The Pardoning Word:  
Father, forgive them. 

  

March 11     Pastor Chris Matthis  The Faithful Word:  
My God, my God!  

  

March 18     Pastor John Larson   The Compassionate Word:  
Woman, behold, your son! 

  

March 25     Pastor John Larson   The Dying Word:  
Into your hands I commit my Spirit. 

  

April 1     Pastor Chris Matthis  The Suffering Word:  
I thirst. 

  

The services at Ascension are at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Following the morning service a luncheon is 
served. Prior to the evening service a meal is served from 5:30—6:30 p.m. (except March 25—Spring 
Break). Invite your friends to this special time of spiritual renewal.        



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Michael Lawrenz  
                     10:30           Don Loptien 
LECTOR           8:00    Lynne Hansen 

             10:30    Larry Westra 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Gabe Gutierrez 

                10:30    Nevaeh Cooper 
USHERS                      8:00    Hank Peepgrass, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams 
FLOWERS Randy & Barb Lone and Steve & 

Jeannette Kistler, in joyous celebration 
of their parents, Bill and Bev Kistler’s 
60th wedding anniversary (March 5).  
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