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ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Dust and Ashes 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We are called to remember our mortality as human beings. We are dust and ashes. 
We are sinful. We will all die one day. Yet, we also remember our immortality that is 
gifted to us because of Christ and His saving work on the cross. Lent is a desert 
journey from the dust and ashes of Ash Wednesday to the cross and forgiveness of 
Good Friday, and then ultimately, to the joys of Easter and new life. But we do not fast-
forward through the desert. We still must wander through Lent in humility and faith. 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDES   “What Wondrous Love”   Mark Hayes 
     “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”     Paul Manz 
 
OPENING HYMN  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”       LSB 427 
 
Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church 

begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is 
especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 
devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that 
dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son 
and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us 
so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in 
sincerity and truth. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: hear us. 
Pastor: God the Father in heaven, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: God the Holy Spirit, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: Be gracious to us. 
People: Spare us, good Lord. 
Pastor: Be gracious to us. 
People: Help us, good Lord. 
Pastor: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 

baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your 
cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious 
resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 



Pastor: In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 
death; and in the day of judgment: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 
Pastor: We poor sinners implore You 
People: to hear us, O Lord. 
Pastor: To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our 
sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to 

watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the 
forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; to give 
abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, 

and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
People: we implore You to hear us. 
Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
People: grant us Your peace. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: hear us. 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. Amen. 
Pastor: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from 

their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the 
frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust 
we shall return. Mercifully pardon our 
sins that we may obtain the promises 
You have laid up for those who are 
repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using the 
right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each 
person in the sign of the cross, saying: 

 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no 
statement of dismissal. 
 
IMPOSITION MUSIC 
 
“Savior, When in Dust to Thee”       LSB 419 
 

Psalm 51 “Create in Me”  (7 p.m. Only)   Michael Larkin 
            Ascension Chorale 
 

Congregation, please stand 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
INTROIT FOR ASH WEDNESDAY  

 

 
 
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;* 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

and cleanse me | from my sin! 
For I know my trans- | gressions,* 

and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
Cast me not away from your | presence,* 

and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 

and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise. 
 

KYRIE                 “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved”                                        LSB 945       
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite 



hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we 
may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Joel 2:12–19  
(God calls on His people to return to Him.) 
 

Pastor: A reading from Joel, the second chapter. 
 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to 
the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and 
relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the 
LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the 
children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 
chamber. Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, 
a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” 

Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. The LORD 
answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10  
(Now is the day of salvation.) 
 

Pastor: A reading from 2 Corinthians, the fifth and sixth chapters. 
 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in 
vain. For he says,  
 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 



servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 
by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We 
are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, 
and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Congregation, please stand 
 

ANTIPHON 
 

 
 

 
 

Having loved his own who were | in the world,* 
he loved them | to the end. 

 
Antiphon 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21  
(Do not show off your righteousness.)  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to 
be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 



[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,  
that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 Please be seated 
 

HYMN            “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”    LSB 447 
Verses 1-3 

 

SERMON      “The Promising Word”   Pastor John Larson 
Today you will be with me in paradise. 

 

Congregation, please stand 
 

NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (By way of information and for your personal devotional 
life, there is a section in your hymnal entitled “Prayers, Intercessions, and 
Thanksgivings.” Each prayer is numbered, which is what the numbers following each of 
these prayers represent. This section begins on page 305 in the front of your hymnal 
and are useful for your personal devotions.) 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of 
sin by our Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and 
true holiness; (205)  
Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, defend us, Your humble 

servants, from all the assaults of our enemies that we, surely trusting in 
Your defense, may not fear the power of any adversary but may rejoice in 
Your abiding protection; (231) 

 Lord, in Your mercy; 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son You have promised us 



forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy 
Spirit that in our daily need, and especially in all time of temptation, we may 
seek Your help and, by a true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all that 
You have promised; (209) 

 Lord, in Your mercy; 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord God, by the example of Your blessed Son, grant us peace to accept 

patiently the sufferings of the present time in full assurance of the glory that 
shall be revealed to us; (256) 
Lord, in Your mercy; 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here...  

Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 

 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY “To Love Our God” (7 p.m. Only)     Mark Hayes 
                  Ascension Chorale 



 SACRAMENT  
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 
PREFACE (Setting One) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
SANCTUS (Setting One) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
on the cross.   

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 



PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 
 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI-I  LSB 962 
 

 
 
 Please be seated 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and 
then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 
death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for 
the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 

People: Amen. 



 
 
 
MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”        LSB 627 

Verses 1-4 
 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”       LSB 435 
   Verses 1, 4 
                

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”       LSB 563 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                 LSB 166 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN “The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended” arr. Carl Schalk 
               Ascension Chorale 

Congregation sings verses 1, 3, 5 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE  “Lift High the Cross”    Michael Burkhardt 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST/     
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
 
  

ELDER         11:30 AM    Don Loptien  
            7:00 PM   Bill Redden 
ACOLYTE           7:00 PM   Jenna Harvey-Kabelman 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
  
  

CCLI License #1903595 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The season of Lent is here. This year Ascension will be joining with Epiphany Lutheran Church in 
Castle Rock for a pulpit rotation. Our theme is “Words of Life from the Cross” Our series looks like 
this: 
  

Date  Preaching    Focus/Theme 
  
  

March 4  Pastor Chris Matthis  The Pardoning Word: Father, forgive them. 
  

March 11  Pastor Chris Matthis  The Faithful Word: My God, my God!  
  

March 18  Pastor John Larson   The Compassionate Word: Woman, behold, your son! 
  

March 25  Pastor John Larson   The Dying Word: Into your hands I commit my Spirit. 
  

April 1  Pastor Chris Matthis  The Suffering Word: I thirst. 
  

The services at Ascension are at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Following the morning service, a luncheon is 
served. Prior to the evening service a meal is served from 5:30—6:30 p.m. (except March 25—Spring 
Break). Invite your friends to this special time of spiritual renewal.      

 


