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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
What Are You Hoping For? 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
When things are going wrong, we encourage our friends, saying, “Look up. Things will 
get better.” But that takes hope based on some report or promise. Our Advent hope is 
based on promises God has made throughout history, some of which we still await. 
Isaiah sees lions and lambs living together one day. Paul hopes that Jews and 
Gentiles will learn to live in harmony together now. But John the Baptist warns that only 
repentance will enable us to move forward. Advent is a time to recognize God’s grace 
in forgiving our sins and to look forward and up in hope! 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDES “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”   Michael Burkhardt 

“Prepare the Royal Highway”        Paul Manz 

 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway”      LSB 343 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Based on Matthew 3:11; Romans 15:13; Isaiah 11:4, 6; Psalm 72:19 

 
Pastor: I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming 
People: will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Pastor: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
People: so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
Pastor: With the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked. 
People: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and a little child shall lead them. 
Pastor: Blessed be His glorious name forever; 
People: may the whole earth be filled with His glory! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 3:2, 11; Romans 15:13 
 
Pastor: When John the Baptist was preparing people to meet the Messiah, he 

preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
People: We all should repent, for we have thought, spoken, and acted in 

divisive, sinful ways. 
Pastor: John promised that the Messiah would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire.” It was the Spirit who worked faith in your hearts in Holy Baptism. 
Through the Word and Sacraments, our sins are forgiven, and we are given 
hope to amend our sinful lives and to look to our Lord’s return at the end of 
all things. As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: Paul writes, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
 

 



 WORD  
 
KYRIE 
 
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Emmanuel, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Wisdom from on high, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Branch of Jesse’s tree, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Key of David, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Isaiah 11:10; Romans 15:11 
 
Pastor: Isaiah wrote, “In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for 

the peoples—of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall 
be glorious.” 

 
HYMN       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    LSB 357 

(Verse 4) 
 
Pastor: Paul wrote, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol 

Him.” 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom 
all kings are mute, to whom the nations will do homage: 

People: Come quickly to deliver us. 
 
(Two candles on the Advent wreath are lit during the singing of the following stanza.) 
 
HYMN       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    LSB 357 

(Verse 1) 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Send Your Holy Spirit to increase faith within us, heavenly Father, 
People: so that we base our hope on what You have done for us, rather than 

on the empty promises of this fallen world; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 11:1–10  
(The prophet foresees a righteous branch coming in David’s family tree.) 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD-- and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.  
   

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with 
his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be 
his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  
   

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf 
and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow 
will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat 
straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young 
child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all 
my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea.  
   

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations 
will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE: Romans 15:4–13  
(Paul encourages Jews and Gentiles to live in hope and work toward harmony.) 
 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of 
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and 
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one 
another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. For I 



tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to 
confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify 
God for his mercy, as it is written:  
   

"Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name."  
  

Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people."  
  

And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you 
peoples." 
  

And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to 
rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."  
   

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Congregation, please rise for the Alleluia verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Choir: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight; all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God. 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1–12   
(John the Baptist preaches bearing fruit in keeping with repentance.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and 
saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." This is he who was spoken 
of through the prophet Isaiah:  
   

"A voice of one calling in the desert,  
`Prepare the way for the Lord,  
make straight paths for him.' "  
   

John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 
baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think 
you can say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of 
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the 



root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.  
"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire."  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344 
 
SERMON  “Do You Still Have It?”     Pastor John Larson 
             TEXT: Romans 15:4-13 
 
CREED  (The Second Article—Small Catechism) Text found in the Hymnal, p. 322. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  Based on Romans 15:4–13 
 
[Responses are from the phrases of “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” (LSB 
350:1, 4).] 
 
Pastor: As we live in hope until our Lord’s return, we pray for all people in their 

various needs and for the Church, here and around the world. 
 

For all who hope for freedom from the consequences of their past 
mistakes, from the injustices of their societies, and from their own worldly 
passions, “that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures” they might place their hope in Him alone, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

People: Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Pastor: For our communities and country and for all the nations of the world, that 

God would use people of faith to order society at home and work for 
harmony among the nations, so that peoples and nations might welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed us, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals. 
Pastor: For all people in need of the Gospel, that God would inspire artists and 

craftspeople, musicians and poets to creatively praise Him among the 
Gentiles and sing to His name, carrying the news of Christ’s advent in 
history, His presence with us now, and His promised return, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

People: Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee. 
Pastor: For people looking for an end to unemployment and financial woes and for 

those who hope for relief from long-term ills or sudden crises of health, , 



[including . . .], that God would provide comfort, relief, and health so that 
they “might glorify God for His mercy,” let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Pastor: ….Other intercessions may be added here…“that through endurance and 

through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” and 
together we may with one voice glorify God, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation. 
Pastor: For ourselves and everyone who eagerly hopes for the return of our Savior, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
People: That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for 

whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY   “Every Valley”    John Ness Beck 
               Ascension Chorale 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in His great sacrifice for us He has given 
us hope of an entrance into Your eternal kingdom, where conflict and 
discord will be things of the past. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
ADVENT SANCTUS  

 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 



ADVENT AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
“Mary Did You Know”              arr. Mark Hayes 
                  Diana Gaide, pianist 
  

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”       LSB 618 
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (organ)          Paul Manz 
 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”       LSB 347 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: Paul prayed, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who created us, the  Son who 

saved us and shall return to welcome us home, and the Holy Spirit who 
creates and nourishes the faith that Jesus is the Lord—be with you now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN    “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”        LSB 576 
 



DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”   Charles Ore 
 

 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT     Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES    Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT & CHOIR ACCOMPANIST  Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort,  

Brian Johnson, Lisa O’Neal, 
Ken Price, Bob Shiflet,  
Larry Westra 

 
  

ELDER                Scott Luethy  
LECTOR           8:00    Norm Finfrock 

             10:30    Larry Westra 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jonas Tunheim 

                10:30    Anna Wishon 
USHERS                      8:00    Larry Nisbet, Gabe Gutierrez,  

Annaliese Tunheim 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Nevaeh Cooper,  

Espen Erling 
SERVER         10:30    Flo Westra 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS Joan Anttonen, in loving memory of 

Joyce Wagner. 
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