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NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 
God’s Enduring Love 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The movement from one year to the next provides an opportunity for us to reflect on 
the year past and look forward to the coming year. As we reflect on the past, many of 
us will remember particular joys or sorrows. Most of us will have had many ordinary 
days as well. There have been times we have forgiven others and times we have been 
forgiven ourselves. In the midst of it all was God’s enduring love for us in Jesus. As we 
look forward to the coming year, we face unknowns. As one familiar prayer expresses, 
we face this new year “not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us 
and Your love supporting us.” In the coming year too, God’s enduring love will be 
present with us no matter what. For nothing “in all creation will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” With God’s enduring love behind us and 
ahead of us, we enter the new year as people called to love one another and our 
neighbors in ways that reflect the enduing love of God for us in Jesus. 
 



 SERVICE OF LIGHT  
 

PRELUDE  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”    Wilber Held 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 

OPENING HYMN  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”    LSB 809 
 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, Your undimming light shines abundantly in our lives. Your light 
has made our dark days brighter and our light days brighter. We give You 
thanks for the brightness of Your goodness and glory in our lives. As Your 
perpetual light shines on us in the coming year, may we so reflect Your 
light in our community among our neighbors, that many will turn to You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

 PSALMODY  
 

PSALM Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
People: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
Pastor: His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
People: The LORD has made known His salvation; 
Pastor: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
People: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of Israel. 
Pastor: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Lord God, You have done marvelous things in the sight of all people. Most 
marvelous of all is Your Son, Jesus Christ, in whom You have made 
salvation known. As we reflect the year past, help us to forgive others, to 
learn from our errors, and to not dwell on our past sins. As we look forward 
to the coming year, keep us in Your steadfast love and faithfulness, so that 



our lives show forth Your goodness to the ends of the earth, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   LSB 733 
 
 

 WORD  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 30:15–17   
(The prophet Isaiah warns the people of Israel about their refusal to listen to the Word 
of God.) 
 

This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: "In repentance 
and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would 
have none of it. You said, `No, we will flee on horses.'  Therefore you will flee! 
You said, `We will ride off on swift horses.' Therefore your pursuers will be swift! 
A thousand will flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you will all flee away, 
till you are left like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, like a banner on a hill."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:31b–39  
(Nothing separates us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.) 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us 
all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 
God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than 
that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 
us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:  
   

"For your sake we face death all day long;  
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  
  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 12:35–40   
(Be alert, ready, and always watchful for His coming.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, 
he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 
and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because 
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”   LSB 390 
 

SERMON  “Don’t Let the Old Man In”     Pastor John Larson 
              TEXT: II Corinthians 4:7-10, 16-18 
 
 

“Don’t Let the Old Man In”   Toby Keith 
 

Don't let the old man in, I wanna leave this alone 
Can't leave it up to him, he's knocking on my door, 
And I knew all of my life that someday it would end 
Get up and go outside, don't let the old man in. 
 

Many moons I have lived, my body's weathered and worn 
Ask yourself how old you'd be if you didn't know the day you were born. 
 

Try to love on your wife and stay close to your friends 
Toast each sundown with wine, don't let the old man in. 
 

Many moons I have lived, my body's weathered and worn 
Ask yourself how old you'd be if you didn't know the day you were born. 
 

When he rides up on his horse and you feel that cold bitter wind 
Look out your window and smile, don't let the old man in. 
Look out your window and smile, don't let the old man in. 
 
 

NICENE CREED    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength in all generations. Standing on the  doorstep of 
another year of His grace, let us thank and praise Him for all of His benefits to 
us: For the gift of life, for food and drink, for house and home, for all that we 
need to support this body and life, 

People: we thank You, Lord. 
Pastor: For the beauty of Your creation; for the gifts of art and music to enrich our 

worship, for the freedoms we enjoy to worship and serve You as is proper. 
For those whom You have placed in our lives: our spouses,  parents and 
children; our friends and neighbors; our co-workers, our pastors and 
teachers, 

People: we thank You, Lord. 
Pastor: For the blessings of health and contentment in the year to come; for the 

strength of faith to trust in all of Your promises, love, and care for us. For all 
who are caught up in or devastated by conflict, all who suffer illness 
(especially ...), bring Your mercy and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: ...Additional intercessions may be added here. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For the spread of the Gospel, that You would give us courage and strength to 

seize opportunities to boldly share the love of Christ in word and action. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
  

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY   “He is Born”    Anita Baresel, pianist 
            Dani Baresel-Pavlik, violin 
  

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 



 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for by His incarnation He has embraced all 
of humanity and filled the world with good news and great joy. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

AGNUS DEI   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”      Anita Baresel, piano 
          Dani Baresel-Pavlik, violin 
 

“Across the Sky the Shades of Night”       LSB 899 
“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”                LSB 900 
 
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 SENDING  
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the year now past, especially for the 
good we were permitted to give and to receive. The year is now past, and 
we commit it to You. We entrust to You the new year and rest in Your 
peace, for You are our help, and You neither slumber nor sleep. Hear us 
for the sake of Your name. 

People: Amen. 



CLOSING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping 
People: that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in 

peace. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”    LSB 922 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   Roger Wilson 

 

Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Ann Kaneko 
 
  

ELDER                Don Loptien  
LECTOR                Anita Baresel 
ACOLYTE                Jenna Harvey-Kabelman 
SERVER                Flo Westra 
USHERS                           Members of the Congregation 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
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