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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 
Out of Egypt I Have Called My Son 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Long ago Joseph, the son of Jacob, learned to see the Lord’s hand even in sorrowful 
circumstances. What was meant for harm, the Lord used for good. We learn to speak 
these words only by faith. Though the firstborn sons of Bethlehem suffered the ultimate 
cost because of Jesus, through Herod’s atrocity the prophet’s word was fulfilled. “Out 
of Egypt I have called My Son.” Once more we are reminded that nothing can prevent 
God from accomplishing His purpose, especially when that purpose is redeeming us 
from sin and its death and bestowing upon us everlasting life. Hidden in Bethlehem’s 
sorrow is the mercy of God. To voices crying from the pain of death come too soon, He 
gives the gift of life that death cannot steal. This is what Jesus is born to accomplish, 
and in Egypt He is kept safe for this saving work so that we and the infant sons of 
Bethlehem may rejoice in life stronger than death. 



GATHERING SONG  COME AND WORSHIP          Norman/Ingram 
                         Agape  
 

 PREPARATION  
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH    Miller-Jackson 
  
Let there be peace on earth  
and let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth,  
the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother  
in perfect harmony. 
 

Let peace begin with me,  
let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take,  
let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment  
in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth  
and let it begin with me. 
  

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 4:4–5 
 

Pastor: When the fullness of time had come, 
People: God sent forth His Son, 
Pastor: born of woman, born under the law, 
People: to redeem those who were under the law. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Holy and gracious God, 
People: I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask for 
Your forgiveness. Deliver me in Your mercy and restore me by Your 
grace that I amend my sinful life. Bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 63:7–14  
(I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord.) 
 
I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
according to all the LORD has done for us--yes, the many good things he has 
done for the house of Israel, according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
He said, "Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false to me"; and so he 
became their Savior. In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of 
his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he  
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. Yet they 
rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became their enemy and 
he himself fought against them.  
   

Then his people recalled the days of old, the days of Moses and his people--
where is he who brought them through the sea, with the shepherd of his flock? 
Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among them, who sent his glorious arm of 
power to be at Moses' right hand, who divided the waters before them, to gain 
for himself everlasting renown, who led them through the depths? Like a horse 
in open country, they did not stumble; like cattle that go down to the plain, they 
were given rest by the Spirit of the LORD.  
This is how you guided your people to make for yourself a glorious name.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE: Galatians 4:4–7   
(When the fullness of time came, God sent His Son.) 
 
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of 
sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and 
since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13–23  
(Herod murders the Holy Innocents of Bethlehem and they become the first martyrs for 
the sake of the Lord.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get 
up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until 
I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him."  
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son."  
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  
   

"A voice is heard in Ramah,  
weeping and great mourning,  
Rachel weeping for her children  
and refusing to be comforted,  
because they are no more."  
   

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were trying to take the child's life are dead."  
So he got up, took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea 
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. Having been warned in a 
dream, he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee, and he went and lived in a town 
called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 
said through the prophets: "He will be 
called a Nazarene." 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kathy Johnson 
 
SONG OF THE DAY      GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD  LSB 374 
 



SERMON  “Right in a World of Wrong”    Pastor John Larson 
             TEXT: Matthew 2:13-23 
 
A CHRISTMAS STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 
All:     I believe in God the 

Father, Creator of all 
things, who sent his 
Son as my Savior. 

  

I believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, who 
was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, 
announced by angels, 
worshipped by the 
Wise Men. He lived to 
suffer, die and rise 
again to free me from 
sin, death, and the 
power of the devil. 

  

I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, who has 
brought me to faith in 
Christ and by whose 
continuous work in 
my heart I am ever led 
to kneel before the 
manger and cross of 
Christ 
to worship, to pray, to 
praise and thank Him, 
and to live under him 
as my King and 
Master, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 



OFFERING   
 

OFFERING SONG THIS IS AMAZING GRACE     Wickham 
  
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,  
whose love is mighty and so much stronger?  
The King of Glory,  
the King above all kings. 
  

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory,  
the King above all kings. 
  

CHORUS: This is amazing grace,  
this is unfailing love, 

  that You would take my place,  
that You would bear my cross. 

  You laid down Your life  
that I would be set free. 

  Oh, Jesus, I sing for all  
that You've done for me. 

  

Who brings our chaos back into order, 
who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory,  
the King of Glory. 
  

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 
shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory,  
the King above all kings.  CHORUS 
   
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 



 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with 

you.         
2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with 
you. 

Pastor: Lift up your 
hearts.       
[Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to 
the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks 
to the Lord our 
God.   

         [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give 

Him thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

EMMANUEL             McGee 
  
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
  

JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES        Hearn 
  
Jesus, name above all names,  
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us,  
blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
  

Jesus, loving Shepherd,  
Vine of the branches, Son of God; 
Prince of Peace, Wonderful counselor,  
Lord of the universe, Light of the world. 
  

Jesus, Way of Salvation, 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
The Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
Mighty Creator, my Savior and Friend. 
  

JESUS MESSIAH           Carson/Tomlin 
  

He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
  

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah;  
Name above all names;  

  Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
  The Rescue for sinners,  

the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
  

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
  

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 



 GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG   
 

FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN/OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART   
          Handel/ Rossback/Baloche 
  

For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 
  

To see Him high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy 
  

For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 
  

To see Him high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy 
  

You are high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy holy holy holy  
Holy holy holy holy holy holy 
  

For unto us a child is born Holy holy holy X3 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal,  

Ken Price, Bob Shiflet, Larry Westra 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock  
                     10:30           Bill Redden 
LECTOR           8:00    Benjamin Dallet 

             10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Carly Calhoun 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS The Kabelman & Harvey families, in 

loving memory of Brandon. 
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