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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
Clean Hands in the Creator’s Presence 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Although we are ending Advent, when today’s Psalm orders, “Be lifted up, O ancient 
doors, that the King of glory may come in,” we might think of Palm Sunday. But when it 
says only those with “clean hands and a pure heart” can follow, perhaps it is singing of 
our Lord’s ascension back up through heaven’s gates. How can we possibly follow Him 
there? We can’t as we are, without clean hands and pure hearts. But today’s Gospel 
quotes the prophecy that “they shall call His name Immanuel (which means, God with 
us).” Because of God’s gracious presence now and our Savior’s sacrifice for us already 
accomplished, Paul can write that the believers in Rome (and Christians everywhere) 
“are loved by God and called to be saints.” Jesus’ birth marks the day when He set in 
motion the cleansing we all need, of our hands, our hearts, and our minds. Lift up your 
heads, O gates. We are following our King! 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE  “The King Shall Come”     Michael Burkhardt 
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   LSB 341 

(Verses 1-4) 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:21; Psalm 24: 3–4; Romans 1:3 
 
Pastor: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
People: and shall call His name Immanuel. 
Pastor: She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
People: for He will save His people from their sins. 
Pastor: Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
People: He who has clean hands and a pure heart. 
Pastor: Christ Jesus was descended from David according to the flesh 
People: and declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by His resurrection from the dead. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 1:1, 5–6; Psalm 24:4 
 
Pastor: In today’s Reading from Isaiah, when God was about to send the King of 

Assyria to destroy Judah, King Ahaz didn’t want to hear about it, though the 
nation deserved destruction. 

People: Help us to consider the physical or spiritual consequences of our 
actions, not taking God’s grace and forgiveness for granted. 

Pastor: As Paul begins his Letter to Rome, he writes that he is “called to be an 
apostle . . . among all the nations, including you.” 

People: Help us to make talking about God’s grace in our lives with people 
different from ourselves a priority. We are by nature sinful and have 
sinned in our words, in our thoughts, and in our actions. Have mercy 
on us, Jesus! 

Pastor: God’s plan of salvation has been unwavering since creation. The 
prophecies were kept, the Savior entered human history to pay for all sins, 
and everyone who believes has been given “clean hands and a pure heart” 
purely by the grace of God for Jesus’ sake. As a called and ordained 



servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Emmanuel, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Wisdom from on high, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Branch of Jesse’s tree, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
People: O Lord, Key of David, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Romans 1:5; Psalm 24:1 
 

Pastor: Paul wrote, “We have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of His name among all the nations.” 

 

HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   LSB 357 
(Verse 2) 

 

Pastor: David wrote, “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world 
and those who dwell therein.” 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and 
permeating all creation, mightily ordering all things: 

People: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

(Four candles are lit on the Advent wreath during the singing of the following stanza.) 
 

HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   LSB 357 
(Verse 1) 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 
People: that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy; 
Pastor: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Holy Baptism                  Chloe Ann Hoard 
                         LSB 268 – 271 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10–17  
(Although a newborn will be called Immanuel, yet the King of Assyria shall destroy 
Judah.) 

 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in 
the deepest depths or in the highest heights."  
But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test."  
Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows 



enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. But before the boy knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you 
dread will be laid waste. The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on 
the house of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from 
Judah--he will bring the king of Assyria."  

  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 
 

Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
People: the world and those who dwell therein, 
Pastor: for He has founded it upon the seas 
People: and established it upon the rivers. 
People: Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
Left side: The LORD, strong and mighty, 
Right side: the LORD, mighty in battle! 
Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
Left side: And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
Right side: that the King of glory may come in. 
Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
People: The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 

 
EPISTLE: Romans 1:1–7  
(Paul writes that his readers are loved by God and called to be saints.) 

 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God-- the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a 
descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with 
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship 
to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from 
faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  
   



To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:  
   

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 Congregation, please rise for the Alleluia verse and the Holy Gospel. 

 
VERSE Matthew 1:23a 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
People: and they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18–25  
(Joseph is instructed to name Mary’s son Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins.) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous 
man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly.  
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins."  
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."  
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave 
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Little Town of Bethlehem”     LSB 361 
 
SERMON  “The Road No One Wants to Travel”  Pastor John Larson 
            TEXT: Matthew 1:18-25 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  Matthew 1:19, 21; Romans 1:5; Psalm 24:1, 5–6; James 5:7 

 
Pastor: As the time of Advent comes to an end, let us go to our heavenly Father on 

behalf of the Church around the world and all people in their various needs. 
 

“Call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” For 
people who have not heard a word of forgiveness from their society or 
circle of friends, that God would use the Church to bring them news of 
God’s mercy and grace, available from His Son, born in a stable, killed on a 
cross, and risen from the grave, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Paul’s apostleship was to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 

Christ’s name among all the nations. For our communities and country and 
for all the nations of the world, that God would put into positions of authority 
and influence capable and faithful people who would work for order at 
home and peace with neighboring states, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof.” For those who tend 

God’s good earth, those who distribute and sell the fruits of the harvest, 
and those who manage wildlife preserves and wilderness expanses, that 
they be successful in their oversight of creation and give praise to the 
Creator, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For people who are weighed down by illness, strife, or oppression, our 

friends and neighbors “who seek the face of the God of Jacob,” that God 
would bring healing, peace of body and mind, and freedom from 
discrimination, [including . . .], let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the forgotten in prison and unseen among us, all whose treatment by 

society has given them cause to stop waiting for answers to prayer, that 
God would surround them with caring, devout family and friends, so that 
they in patient joy look forward as “the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth,” let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Special intercessions may be added here... let us pray to the Lord, 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the Church around the world, wherever it experiences active 

persecution or increasing indifference, that God would strengthen, guide, 
and protect laity and clergy alike and that it receive blessing from the Lord 
and righteousness from the God of our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY “Lift Up Your Heads”     William Mathias 
              Ascension Chorale 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
  2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
  [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the 

Lord our God.  
[Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him 
thanks and praise. 

 
 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished our salvation and 
returned to heaven, and who declares us His saints that we follow where 
He has led the way. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
ADVENT SANCTUS  

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



ADVENT AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
“Carol of the Bells”         Leontovich 
         Ascension Lutheran Chorale 
 

“Away in a Manger”        Dino Kartsokanis 
              Diana Gaide, pianist 
 

“A Great and Mighty Wonder”           LSB 383 
“Joy to the World”             LSB 387 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION  Matthew 1:23 
 
Pastor: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who created us, the  Son who 

saved us and shall return to welcome us home, and the Holy Spirit who 
creates and nourishes the faith that Jesus is the Lord—be with you now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 



HYMN       “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”   LSB 352 
(Verses 1-3, 6) 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”        Paul Manz 
 

 



 
Serving in Worship 

  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER                Michael Lawrenz  
LECTOR           8:00    Clyde Wiggins 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Annaliese Tunheim 

                10:30    Anna Wison 
USHERS                      8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS Ann & Ron Kaneko, in joyous 

celebration of December wedding & 
anniversaries. 
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