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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
Clean Hands in the Creator’s Presence 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Although we are ending Advent, when today’s Psalm orders, “Be lifted up, O ancient 
doors, that the King of glory may come in,” we might think of Palm Sunday. But when it 
says only those with “clean hands and a pure heart” can follow, perhaps it is singing of 
our Lord’s ascension back up through heaven’s gates. How can we possibly follow Him 
there? We can’t as we are, without clean hands and pure hearts. But today’s Gospel 
quotes the prophecy that “they shall call His name Immanuel (which means, God with 
us).” Because of God’s gracious presence now and our Savior’s sacrifice for us already 
accomplished, Paul can write that the believers in Rome (and Christians everywhere) 
“are loved by God and called to be saints.” Jesus’ birth marks the day when He set in 
motion the cleansing we all need, of our hands, our hearts, and our minds. Lift up your 
heads, O gates. We are following our King! 



GATHERING SONG   
 

JESUS           Chris Tomlin 
  

There is a truth older than the ages There is a promise of things yet to come 
There is One born for our salvation, Jesus 
  

There is a light that overwhelms the darkness There is a kingdom that forever reigns 
There is freedom from the chains that bind us Jesus, Jesus  
  

CHORUS:  Who walks on the waters  Who speaks to the sea 
  Who stands in the fire beside me 
  He roars like a lion He bled as the Lamb 
  He carries my healing in His hands, Jesus  
  

There is a name I call in times of trouble There is a song that comforts in the night 
There is a voice that calms the storm that rages He is Jesus Jesus  CHORUS 
  

Messiah, My Savior There is power in Your name 
You're my rock and my Redeemer There is power in Your name 
In Your name  CHORUS 
  

 PREPARATION  
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME   Ligertwood/Fielding 
  

You were the Word at the beginning One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation Now revealed in You our Christ 
  

CHORUS: What a beautiful Name it is, What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is, Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 

  

You didn't want heaven without us So Jesus, You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater What could separate us now  CHORUS 
  

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 
You silenced the boast, of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever, God you reign Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name, above all names 
  

What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 
  



INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:21; Psalm 24: 3–4; Romans 1:3 
 
Pastor: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
People: and shall call His name Immanuel. 
Pastor: She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
People: for He will save His people from their sins. 
Pastor: Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
People: He who has clean hands and a pure heart. 
Pastor: Christ Jesus was descended from David according to the flesh 
People: and declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by His resurrection from the dead. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 1:1, 5–6; Psalm 24:4 
 
Pastor: In today’s Reading from Isaiah, when God was about to send the King of 

Assyria to destroy Judah, King Ahaz didn’t want to hear about it, though the 
nation deserved destruction. 

People: Help us to consider the physical or spiritual consequences of our 
actions, not taking God’s grace and forgiveness for granted. 

Pastor: As Paul begins his Letter to Rome, he writes that he is “called to be an 
apostle . . . among all the nations, including you.” 

People: Help us to make talking about God’s grace in our lives with people 
different from ourselves a priority. We are by nature sinful and have 
sinned in our words, in our thoughts, and in our actions. Have mercy 
on us, Jesus! 

Pastor: God’s plan of salvation has been unwavering since creation. The 
prophecies were kept, the Savior entered human history to pay for all sins, 
and everyone who believes has been given “clean hands and a pure heart” 
purely by the grace of God for Jesus’ sake. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Romans 1:5; Psalm 24:1 
 

Pastor: Paul wrote, “We have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of His name among all the nations.” 

 



HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   LSB 357 
(Verse 2) 

 

Pastor: David wrote, “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world 
and those who dwell therein.” 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and 
permeating all creation, mightily ordering all things: 

People: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

(Four candles are lit on the Advent wreath during the singing of the following stanza.) 
 

HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   LSB 357 
(Verse 1) 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10–17  
(Although a newborn will be called Immanuel, yet the King of Assyria shall destroy 
Judah.) 
 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in 
the deepest depths or in the highest heights."  
But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test."  
Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. But before the boy knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you 
dread will be laid waste. The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on 
the house of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from 
Judah--he will bring the king of Assyria."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 
 

Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
People: the world and those who dwell therein, 
Pastor: for He has founded it upon the seas 
People: and established it upon the rivers. 



People: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
Left side: The LORD, strong and mighty, 
Right side: the LORD, mighty in battle! 
Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
Left side: And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
Right side: that the King of glory may come in. 
Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
People: The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 

 
 

EPISTLE: Romans 1:1–7  
(Paul writes that his readers are loved by God and called to be saints.) 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God-- the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a 
descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with 
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship 
to call people from among all the Gentiles to the  
obedience that comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ.  
   

To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:  
   

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18–25  
(Joseph is instructed to name Mary’s son Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged 
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous 



man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly.  
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins."  
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."  
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave 
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Jenna Lawrenz 
 
SONG OF THE DAY   EMMANUEL          McGee 
  
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us,  
His name is called Emmanuel. 
  

SERMON  “The Road No One Wants to Travel”  Pastor John Larson 
            TEXT: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
CREED  (The Second Article—Small Catechism) Text found in the Hymnal, p. 322. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING  JESUS MESSIAH       Tomlin 
  

He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross.  
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
  

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
  Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
  The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine;  
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
  

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
  

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.          2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

IN CHRIST ALONE         Townend—Getty 
  

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled,  
when strivings cease. My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

No guilt in life, no fear in death. This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
  

LIVING HOPE           Wickham-Johnson 
  

How great the chasm that lay between us How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

Who could imagine so great a mercy? What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

CHORUS: Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
  Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me You have broken every chain 
  There's salvation in Your name Jesus Christ, my living hope (TWICE) 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion Declared the grave has no claim on me 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, Yours is the victory, (whoa!)  CHORUS  
  

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope Jesus Christ, my living hope  
Oh God, You are my living hope 



 JESUS PAID IT ALL        Grape/Nifong 
  

And I hear the Savior say Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness watch and pray Find in Me thine all in all 
  

CHORUS:  'Cause Jesus paid it all 
  All to Him I owe 
  Sin had left a crimson stain 
  He washed it white as snow 
  

Lord now indeed I find Thy pow'r and Thine alone 
Can change the leper's spots And melt the heart of stone  CHORUS 
  

And when before the throne I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save My lips shall still repeat  CHORUS 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION  Matthew 1:23 
 
Pastor: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who created us, the  Son who 

saved us and shall return to welcome us home, and the Holy Spirit who 
creates and nourishes the faith that Jesus is the Lord—be with you now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway”     LSB 343 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

Recognition of Ascension Foundation Book & Material Reimbursement 
Scholarships: 
  

Ashley Boeding; Brooke Boeding; Tyler Dierking; Katrina Gehring; Andrew Groeling; 
Kiersten Johnson; Will Kopriva; Esther Langness; RuthAnn Langness; Andy Munson; 

Peter Munson; Austin Price; Noel Price; Samantha Riebling; Benjamin Sandrin; 
Kristen Schwerin; Abigail Westra;  

Sam Westra 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the 

Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 



 
Serving in Worship 

  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
 
  

ELDER       Michael Lawrenz  
LECTOR           8:00    Clyde Wiggins 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Annaliese Tunheim 

                10:30    Anna Wison 
USHERS                      8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS Ann & Ron Kaneko, in joyous 

celebration of December wedding & 
anniversaries. 
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