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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
Following the Light of the World 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
In today’s Gospel, Matthew tells us how four of the disciples of the Lord were called. In 
some ways, Peter and Andrew, James and John were unlikely choices. They were not 
students of the Scriptures or from the nobility of Jerusalem. But Jesus had plans for 
them. Immediately they left their nets—and it made all the difference in their lives. 
Hearing the call of Jesus makes a difference in our lives as well. We, too, may be 
unlikely choices of our Lord. But He has great plans for each of us as well. 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE   “Toccata Brevis”            Ovid Young 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”         LSB 394 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 45:6a; 50:6, 14–15 
 
Pastor: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. 
People: The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge! 
Pastor: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most 

High, 
People: and call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 

glorify Me. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to our gracious heavenly Father. 
People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have 

transgressed Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not always been good friends, 
faithful neighbors, or caring family members. Our motives and 
thoughts have not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment 
now and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and restore 
us to a full and joyful relationship with You through the merits of 
Jesus, our Lord. Direct our days by Your Holy Spirit, that we joyfully 
follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments as Your 
redeemed people. 

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 



 
KYRIE   “Have Mercy on Your People, Lord” 

 
 

Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE “All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine”  LSB 815 
(Verses 1-3, 5) 

 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Gracious God, You sent Your Son, the Word made flesh, to call us to 
Yourself. In response to His call, those He summoned as His disciples 
followed Him. By the working of the Holy Spirit, help us to hear His call, to 
believe in Him, and to follow were He leads, through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4  
(A great light is seen by those in darkness.) 
  
  

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future 
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--  
   

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as  
people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  
For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 27:1–9 
 
People: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
Women: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Men: When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is 

they who stumble and fall. 
People: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 

war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
Women: One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 

the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the LORD and to inquire in His temple. 

Men: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; He will conceal me 
under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. 

People: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and 
make melody to the LORD. 

Women: Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! You 
have said, “Seek My face.” My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do I 
seek.” 

Men: Hide not Your face from me. Turn not Your servant away in anger, O You 
who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my 
salvation! 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
(Paul makes an appeal for unity.) 
  

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that 
you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. My brothers, some from 
Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What I 
mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; 
another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ."  
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name 
of Paul? I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also baptized the 
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone 
else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with 
words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for Holy Gospel. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12-25  
(Jesus calls four of His disciples in Galilee.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the 
area of Zebulun and Naphtali--to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  
   

"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles--the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."  
   

From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near."  
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for 
they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers 
of men." At once they left their nets and followed him.  
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  
Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him.  



Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who 
were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large 
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 
Jordan followed him. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “The Lord is My Light”    LSB 723 

Refrains: ALL 
Verses: CHOIR 

 
SERMON   “Together”        Pastor John Larson 
                TEXT: I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
CREED  “We All Believe in One True God”     LSB 953 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

We pray for the Church, that the light of the Gospel of salvation be 
proclaimed and the gifts of God be shared. Lord of the Church, 

People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray this day for our nation and for all nations of the world, that there be 

an end to hostilities and that times of peacefulness everywhere prevail. 
Lord of all times and all people, 

People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for our families and our neighbors. Grant that we walk in the light 

of Christ and together praise our gracious God for all He has done for us. 
Lord of all generations, 

People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially for the 

hospitalized and those who are shut in during this season. We pray for 
those whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, those who are 
downcast or grieving, and all those for whom our petitions are desired, 
[including . . .]. Lord of care and grace, 

People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord of care and grace, 
People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 



Pastor: As a community of the faithful, we remember those who have shared the 
faith with us and now have departed this earthly life in hope and joy. Direct 
our ways on earth that we complete our journey of life in faith and rejoice 
together with them eternally with saints and angels and all the company of 
heaven in life everlasting. Lord of eternity, 

People: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
People: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  “The Lord is My Light” (Psalm 27)  H.W. Zimmermann 
           Ascension Chorale 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have had mercy on us 
and sent Your only-begotten Son as the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Grant 
us the gift of Your Spirit, that we receive Your blessings with thankfulness. 
Grant that we receive the body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee of 
our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 
kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, together 
with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 



 
SANCTUS    “Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
AGNUS DEI   “O Lamb of God, We Pray”  
 

 
 
Text: Dorothy Schultz. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Your Table I Approach”        LSB 628 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”        LSB 821 
“O God of Light”          LSB 836 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 



CLOSING HYMN   
 

 
 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Gloria” (From the 12th Mass)   Wolfgang Mozart 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal, Ken 

Price, Bob Shiflet 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Dowdy 

             10:30    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jonas Tunheim 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Clyde Wiggins, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Mielke, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams  
FLOWERS Bob & Deb Shiflet, in loving memory of 

Deb’s mom, Ione Branan 
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