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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
Following the Light of the World 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
In today’s Gospel, Matthew tells us how four of the disciples of the Lord were called. In 
some ways, Peter and Andrew, James and John were unlikely choices. They were not 
students of the Scriptures or from the nobility of Jerusalem. But Jesus had plans for 
them. Immediately they left their nets—and it made all the difference in their lives. 
Hearing the call of Jesus makes a difference in our lives as well. We, too, may be 
unlikely choices of our Lord. But He has great plans for each of us as well. 



GATHERING SONG 
 
YOU ARE HOLY 
 

MEN You are holy. 
MEN You are mighty. 
MEN You are worthy. 
MEN Worthy of praise. 
MEN I will follow. 
MEN I will listen. 
MEN I will love You. 
MEN All of my days. 

WOMEN You are holy. 
WOMEN You are mighty. 
WOMEN You are worthy. 
WOMEN Worthy of praise. 
WOMEN I will follow. 
WOMEN I will listen. 
WOMEN I will love You. 
WOMEN All of my days. 

 

First Time, Men Sing left Column; Women Right, Second time: REVERSE 
 

MEN   You are Lord of lords, 
(WOMEN)  You are King of kings, 

You are mighty God, 
Lord of ev’rything. 

WOMEN  I will sing to 
(MEN) and worship 

The King 
who is worthy. 

 

MEN   You’re Emmanuel, 
(WOMEN)  You’re the Great I AM, 

You’re the Prince of Peace, 
who is the Lamb. 

WOMEN  And I will love 
(MEN)  and adore Him 

and I will 
Bow Down before Him 

 

MEN   You’re the Living God, 
(WOMEN)  You’re my saving grace. 

You will reign forever; 
You are Ancient of Days. 

WOMEN  And I will sing to 
(MEN)  And worship 

The King 
Who is worthy 

 

MEN   You are Alpha Omega, 
(WOMEN)  Beginning and End. 

You’re my Savior, Messiah, 
Redeemer and Friend. 

WOMEN  And I will love 
(MEN)  And adore Him 

And I will 
Bow down before him 

 

MEN   You’re my Prince of Peace 
(WOMEN)  and I will live my life for You. 

WOMEN    You’re my Prince of Peace 
(MEN)       And I will live my life for You. 

 
 



 PREPARATION  
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG  HOLY IS THE LORD                            Tomlin 
  
We stand and lift up our hands, 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength. 
We bow down and worship Him now. 
How great, how awesome is He. 
And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing. 
  
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. (Repeat) 
  
It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
  
And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing.   
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 

  
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 45:6a; 50:6, 14–15 
 
Pastor: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. 
People: The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is judge! 
Pastor: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most 

High, 
People: and call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 

glorify Me. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to our gracious heavenly Father. 
People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have 

transgressed Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not always been good friends, 
faithful neighbors, or caring family members. Our motives and 



thoughts have not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment 
now and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and restore 
us to a full and joyful relationship with You through the merits of 
Jesus, our Lord. Direct our days by Your Holy Spirit, that we joyfully 
follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments as Your 
redeemed people. 

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4  
(A great light is seen by those in darkness.) 
  
  

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the 
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future 
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan--  
   

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as  
people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.  
For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens 
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
(Paul makes an appeal for unity.) 
  

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that 
you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. My brothers, some from 
Chloe's household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What I 
mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; 
another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ."  
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name 
of Paul? I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also baptized the 
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don't remember if I baptized anyone 
else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with 



words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for Holy Gospel. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 4:12-25  
(Jesus calls four of His disciples in Galilee.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the 
area of Zebulun and Naphtali--to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  
   

"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles--the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."  
   

From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
near."  
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for 
they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers 
of men." At once they left their nets and followed him.  
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  
Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him.  
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who 
were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large 
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 
Jordan followed him. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SONG OF THE DAY I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT LSB 411 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Jenna Lawrenz 



SERMON   “Together”        Pastor John Larson 
                TEXT: I Corinthians 1:10-18 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERING SONG YOU NEVER LET GO     Redman 
  

Even though I walk through the valley Of the shadow of death 
Your perfect love is casting out fear  
And even when I'm caught in the middle 
Of the storms of this life I won't turn back I know You are near 
  

CHORUS: And I will fear no evil—For my God is with me 
  And if my God is with me 
  Whom then shall I fear—Whom then shall I fear 
  

  Oh no You never let go 
  Through the calm and through the storm 
  Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
  Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
  

And I can see a light that is coming For the heart that holds on 
A glorious light beyond all compare 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes We'll live to know You here on the earth  CHORUS 
  

I can see a light That is coming for the heart that holds on 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes 
Still I will praise You—Still I will praise You 
  

Oh no You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
  



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 



said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME      Christopher 
  

Chorus: Do this in remembrance of Me. Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This is my body, this is my blood. Do this in remembrance of Me. 

  

This is My body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This cup’s the new covenant, sealed in My blood.  
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
For whenever you eat this bread  
and whenever you drink this cup,  
as you do you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  CHORUS 
  

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME        Ligertwood/Fielding 
  

You were the Word at the beginning One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation Now revealed in You our Christ 
  

CHORUS: What a beautiful Name it is, What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is, Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 

  

You didn't want heaven without us So Jesus, You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater What could separate us now  CHORUS 
  

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 
You silenced the boast, of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever, God you reign Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name, above all names 
  

What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 



NEW DOXOLOGY       Louis Bourgeois, arr. Thomas Miller 
  
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow  
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts  
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
  
Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim 
The pow'r and might of His great Name 
Let us exalt on bended knee 
Praise God the Holy Trinity 
  
CHORUS:  Praise God praise God Praise God Who saved my soul 
  Praise God praise God Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
  
Praise to the King His throne transcends 
His crown and Kingdom never end 
Now and throughout eternity 
I'll praise the One Who died for me CHORUS 
  
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
  

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG  
FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN / OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART   
    George Frideric Handel | Michael Rossback | Paul Baloche 
  

For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 
  

To see Him high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy 
  

For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born  
A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 
  

To see Him high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy 
  

You are high and lifted up  
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love  
As we sing holy holy holy Holy holy holy holy holy holy  
Holy holy holy holy holy holy 
  

For unto us a child is born Holy holy holy X3 
  
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal, Ken 

Price, Bob Shiflet 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Dowdy 

             10:30    Jude Donovan 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jonas Tunheim 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Clyde Wiggins, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Mielke, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams  
FLOWERS Bob & Deb Shiflet, in loving memory of 

Deb’s mom, Ione Branan 
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