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SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The full identity of Jesus, which is revealed during the Epiphany season, demonstrates 
beyond a doubt that He is both human and divine. In the nativity accounts, the Gospel 
writers focus on the humanity of Jesus—that He is born a human baby and grows up 
with full humanity. In Epiphany, His divinity is revealed as well through His miraculous 
acts. As Paul wrote to the followers of Christ in Colossae of Jesus: “In Him the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in Him, who is the head of all 
rule and authority” (Colossians 2:9–10). We rejoice in coming to know more fully the 
Christ who fills us with His Spirit and His love. Today is also Sanctity of Life Sunday. 
On this day we affirm that God has created and values all life. 



GATHERING SONG 
 
THE WAY (NEW HORIZON)       Smith/Bashta/Barrett 
  

Through every battle  
Through every heartbreak  
Through every circumstance  
I believe That You are my fortress  
Oh, You are my portion 
And You are my hiding place,  
Oh I believe You are 
  

CHORUS: The way, the truth, the life 
I believe You are The way, the truth,  
the life I believe (You are) 

 

Through every blessing  
Through every promise  
Through every breath I take  
I believe That You are Provider  
You are Protector 
And You are the One I love,  
I believe you are  CHORUS 
 

It's a new horizon and I'm set on You  
And You meet me here today with mercies that are new 
All my fears and doubts, they can all come too 
Because they can't stay long when I believe (You are) CHORUS 
  
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG     HE KNOWS MY NAME   Walker 
  

I have a Maker, He formed my heart.  
Before even time began, my life was in His hand. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought.  
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 
  

I have a Father, He calls me His own.  
He’ll never leave me no matter where I go. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call,  
He hears me when I call. 
  



INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 141:1–2; 144:1a, 15b 
 

Pastor: O LORD, I call upon You; hasten to me! 
People: Give ear to my voice when I call to You! 
Pastor: Let my prayer be counted as incense before You, 
People: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 
Pastor: Blessed be the LORD, my rock, 
People: blessed are the people whose God is the LORD! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in 
deed. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We confess that we have not always brought glory to You through our 

words and our deeds. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: We confess that we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in 

condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, 
unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: We confess that we have not always been defenders of the weak and the 

needy as advocates of those not yet born and defenders of those in the 
final stages of life. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: We confess that we have not used every opportunity given us to witness to 

the faith that is ours and have let the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh 
set the agendas for our lives and actions. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: We repent of all that is sinful in our lives, both that which we know and of 

those things unknown to us that are against Your righteous Law. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul 

and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 49:1-7 
(The Light for the Gentiles has come.) 
  

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the 
LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. He made my 
mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me 
into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, "You are 
my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor." But I said, "I have 
labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet 
what is due me is in the LORD's hand, and my reward is with my God."  
   

And now the LORD says--he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to 
bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the 
eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength--he says: "It is too small a 
thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back 
those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you 
may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."  
   

This is what the LORD says--the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel--to him who 
was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: "Kings will 
see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who 
is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
(Paul write of the Lord’s faithfulness to His people.) 
  

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother  
Sosthenes,  
   

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to 
be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours:  
   

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
   

I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For 
in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your 
knowledge--because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore 
you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to 
be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 Congregation, please rise for Holy Gospel. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:29–42a   
(Jesus is proclaimed to be the Lamb of God.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, `A 
man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' I myself 
did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might 
be revealed to Israel."  
Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a 
dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who 
sent me to baptize with water told me, `The man on whom you see the Spirit 
come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' I have seen 
and I testify that this is the Son of God."  
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus 
passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb 
of God!"  
When the two disciples heard him 
say this, they followed Jesus. 
Turning around, Jesus saw them 
following and asked, "What do you 
want?"  
They said, "Rabbi" (which means 
Teacher), "where are you staying?"  
"Come," he replied, "and you will 
see."  
So they went and saw where he was 
staying, and spent that day with him. 
It was about the tenth hour.  
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was 
one of the two who heard what John 
had said and who had followed 
Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was 
to find his brother Simon and tell him, 
"We have found the Messiah" (that is, 
the Christ). And he brought him to 
Jesus.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the 
Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



SONG OF THE DAY PRECIOUS LIFE COMES FROM THEE   Edward Geisler, 1996 
           Tune: Thine The Amen, LSB 680 
 

As the potter to the clay, as the sun is to the day: 
As the sower to the seed, as the Scriptures to the creed: 
As the vine is to the branches, As the root is to the tree,  
So the very life You gave Has given life, Lord, to me. 
 

Breath of God, You touched the earth, precious life was given birth! 
Life created and sustained, life in bodies yet contained. 
When a helpless one is threatened or the flame of life grows weak, 
To the crying and the suff’ring, then of life, Lord, you speak. 
 

As the Gospel to the Word, as salvation to the world, 
As the singers to the song, all the day the praise prolong! 
Celebrating You, O Christ, the life abundant granted me, 
Help me tell the world of life, that precious life comes from Thee! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         Christa Kirschner 
 

SERMON   “Did God Really Say?”    Pastor John Larson 
               TEXT: Genesis 3:1-24 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 



OFFERING                       Youth Band ONLY 

 

“God Knew Your Name”  Words and music by Jim Likens  © 1997 Jim Likens 
 

Before the light of day, shined on your little face God knew your name. 
When no one else could see how precious you would be, God knew your name. 
And He held you so close in His loving hand And He wanted all to see, that 
Before the light of day, shined on your little face, God knew your name. 
 

Before you walked around, before you first fell down, God knew your name. 
Before you rode your trike, and then that first red bike, God knew your name. 
He was with you everyday, right there by your side Even when you made mistakes. 
And before the light of day shined on your little face, God knew your name. 
 

Before those wedding bells rang their story well, God knew your name. 
Before that first new home and children of your own God knew your name. 
And through all times, both the good and bad, He held you in His hand, and 
Before the light of day, shined on your little face, God knew your name. 
 

As you gracefully grew old you know you had been told God knew your name. 
And one day when you died and your friends and family cried God knew your name. 
And the angels carried your soul to me And I said “Welcome home!” 
You were one of mine, I loved you for all time, I knew your name. 
You were one of mine, I loved you for all time, I knew your name. 

 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is our duty and our delight at all times and in all places to give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Now do we praise You that You did send to us Your only-
begotten Son, and that in Him, being found in human form, You did 
manifest the fullness of Your glory; through whom with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You for Your great majesty. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING      LSB 686 
 
AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)                                          Tomlin 
  

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found,  
Was blind but now I see. 
  

Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far,  
His grace will lead me home. 
  

CHORUS My chains are gone. I've been set free, 
  My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
  And like a flood His mercy rains, 
  Unending love, amazing grace.       
 

The Lord has promised good to me,  
His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be,  
As long as life endures. CHORUS X2 
  

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,  
The sun forbear to shine. 
But God, who called me here below,  
Will be forever mine,  
Will be forever mine.  
 

You are forever mine. 
  
 



GOOD, GOOD FATHER                           Barrett/Brown 
  

I've heard a thousand stories  
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper  
Of love in the dead of night and 
You tell me that You’re pleased  
And that I'm never alone 
  

CHORUS:   You're a Good Good Father It's who You are 
 It's who You are It's who You are And I'm loved by You 

It's who I am, It's who I am, It's who I am   
  

I've seen many searching for answers  
Far and wide  
But I know we're all searching for answers  
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need  
Before we say a word  CHORUS 
  

You are perfect in all of Your ways,  
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways,  
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
  
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak  
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think  
As You call me deeper still  
As You call me deeper still  
As You call me deeper still  
Into love, love, love CHORUS (x3) 
  

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor: Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good, return 

no person evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help 
the suffering, honor all people, love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The almighty God—the Father, the  Son, and the 
Holy Spirit—bless you. 

People: Amen. 
 



CLOSING SONG  WHO YOU SAY I AM     Hillsongs 
  

Who am I that the highest King Would welcome me? 
I was lost but He brought me in Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 
  

CHORUS: Who the Son sets free 
  Oh is free indeed 
  I’m a child of God 
  Yes I am 
  

Free at last, He has ransomed me His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin Jesus died for me Yes He died for me  CHORUS 
  

In my Father’s house There’s a place for me I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  

I am chosen Not forsaken I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me I am who You say I am 
  

I am chosen Not forsaken I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me I am who You say I am 
I am who You say I am  CHORUS 
  

In my Father’s house There’s a place for me I’m a child of God Yes I am 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling, 
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Larry Nisbet 

             10:30    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Annaliese Tunheim 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Clyde Wiggins, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Jude Donovan 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Mielke, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams 
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