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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 
Connected to Christ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The First Sunday after the Epiphany continues the process of introducing Jesus of 
Nazareth to the world and to us as we gather for worship. At the river Jordan He is 
baptized, and we see how extraordinary He is. Years before this official beginning of 
His ministry, the Magi from the East had come to realize how singular this individual 
was as they gave Him their worship and their gifts. He is the Lamb of God proclaimed 
by John, who baptizes Him. He is a glorious King, descended from the line of King 
David and King Solomon. And He is the Savior who has come to bring us salvation. 
Today we gather at the river to share in the Baptism Day of our Lord! 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN      “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”      LSB 395 

(Verses 1, 5-6) 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 71:19, 23 
 
Pastor: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 
People: You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 
Pastor: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 
People: my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins to 

God our heavenly Father. 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We repent of having sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have 
done those things we ought not to have done. We have not lived our 
lives fully in the baptismal grace with which we have been blessed. 
We have not completely shared the bounty You have given us as 
stewards of Your creation. We sincerely repent of our sins and 
humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the 
renewing work of the Holy Spirit, forgive what is sinful in our lives, 
and grant that each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to 
the glory of Your holy name. 

Pastor: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning 
sacrifice of His beloved Son. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 
 
 



 WORD  
 
KYRIE    “Kyrie-II”       LSB 944 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   “O Blessed Spring”   LSB 595 

(Verses 1, 4-5) 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. 
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9  
The Chosen One of the Lord.) 
  

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 



my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law 
the islands will put their hope."  
   

This is what God the LORD says--he who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its 
people, and life to those who walk on it: "I, the LORD, have called you in 
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to 
be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are 
blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit 
in darkness.  
   

"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise 
to idols. See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being I announce them to you."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Romans 6:1-11  
(We are created to walk in newness of life in Christ.) 
  
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By 
no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves to sin-- because anyone who has died has been 
freed from sin.  
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God.  
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ  
Jesus.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Alleluia verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 



VERSE Mark 1:11b 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. You are My beloved Son;  
People: with You I am well pleased. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13–17  
(Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John 
tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?"  
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then John consented.  
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased." 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”        LSB 405 
 
SERMON             Rev. Michael Paulison 
 
CATECHISM  Baptism, Second and Third   Page 325, Hymnal 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: With trusting hearts we bring our prayers and petitions to our gracious God, 

confident of His willingness to hear us in this time of holy conversation. 
People: In holy conversation We speak to God in prayer, 

And at His invitation Our deepest thoughts we share. 
We come, His will obeying, As children bringing needs; 
And to support our praying, His Spirit intercedes. 
 

Text: LSB 772:1; copyright © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, we pray for the Church, asking that through her the joyous news of 
salvation be proclaimed as the Holy Spirit directs. Grant us an appreciation 
of the worldwide nature of the fellowship that we share in Christ, that we 



see in each sister and brother in Christ a reflection of Your glory. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to all who 

bear office in our land, especially the president and congress of the United 
States, the governor and legislature of this state/commonwealth, and to all 
those who make, administer, and judge our laws. 
Help them to serve all those in their care according to Your holy will that we 
live in peace and safety. 

People: God bless our native land; 
Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save By Thy great might. 
 

Text: LSB 965:1; public domain 
 

Pastor: Remove from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and 
order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring 
peace and justice to the nations of the world, that mutual understanding 
and common endeavor may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: As we bring our prayers, O King of heaven, we remember those with 

special needs who desire our petitions. By Your Word and Holy Spirit, 
comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . 
.]. Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your 
love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Special intercessions may be added here… Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, holy 

Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY   “This Little Light of Mine”   John Helgen 
          Ascension Chorale 
 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because 
You have called us through the waters of Holy Baptism to be Your children. 
As we rejoice in the salvation won for us by our Savior, grant that we heed 
the call to share the Gospel message throughout the world so that many 
come to feast in Your eternal kingdom. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, forevermore praising You and saying: 

 
HYMN “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”     LSB 949 
 

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

HYMN         “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”      LSB 434 
(Verse 1) 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Still, Still, Still” and “Cedars of Lebanob” 
                     Recorder Trio: Anita Baresel, Nancy Houdeshell, Ann Westra, recorders 
                           Vocalist 
 

“What Child is This”            Duet: Christa Kirschner, Jenna Lawrenz 
                Lisa Lindeman, accompanist 
 

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized”         LSB 601 
“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”          LSB 602 
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”         LSB 590 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 



 



 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor Michael Paulison 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal,  

Ken Price, Bob Shiflet, Larry Westra 
 
  

ELDER            8:00    Roger Gaide  
LECTOR           8:00    Ted Lemke 

             10:30    Jeanntte Nelson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Anna Wishon 
USHERS                      8:00    Clyde Wiggins, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Mielke, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams 
FLOWERS Bob & Rima Hea in celebration of their 

36th wedding anniversary 
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