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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 
Connected to Christ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The First Sunday after the Epiphany continues the process of introducing Jesus of 
Nazareth to the world and to us as we gather for worship. At the river Jordan He is 
baptized, and we see how extraordinary He is. Years before this official beginning of 
His ministry, the Magi from the East had come to realize how singular this individual 
was as they gave Him their worship and their gifts. He is the Lamb of God proclaimed 
by John, who baptizes Him. He is a glorious King, descended from the line of King 
David and King Solomon. And He is the Savior who has come to bring us salvation. 
Today we gather at the river to share in the Baptism Day of our Lord! 



GATHERING SONGS 
 
 
WHAT CHILD IS THIS                Duet: Christa Kirschner, Jenna Lawrenz 
            Lisa Lindeman, accompanist 
 

IT’S CHRISTMAS MEDLEY         Tomlin 
            Praise Team 
 
 

 
  

 PREPARATION  
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 



OPENING SONG 
     
FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN / OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART   
    George Frideric Handel | Michael Rossback | Paul Baloche 
  

For unto us a child is born A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him 
  

CHORUS: To see Him high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy holy holy 

  

For unto us a child is born A Son is given a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born A Son is given a Son is given 
The Messiah oh to see Him  CHORUS 
  

You are high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy holy holy holy Holy holy holy holy holy holy 
  

For unto us a child is born Holy holy holy X3 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 71:19, 23 
 
Pastor: Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 
People: You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 
Pastor: My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 
People: my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins to 

God our heavenly Father. 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We repent of having sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have 
done those things we ought not to have done. We have not lived our 
lives fully in the baptismal grace with which we have been blessed. 
We have not completely shared the bounty You have given us as 
stewards of Your creation. We sincerely repent of our sins and 
humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the 



renewing work of the Holy Spirit, forgive what is sinful in our lives, 
and grant that each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to 
the glory of Your holy name. 

Pastor: God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning 
sacrifice of His beloved Son. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9  
The Chosen One of the Lord.) 
  

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put 
my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry 
out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law 
the islands will put their hope."  
   

This is what God the LORD says--he who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its 
people, and life to those who walk on it: "I, the LORD, have called you in 
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to 
be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are 
blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit 
in darkness.  
   

"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise 
to idols. See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being I announce them to you."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Epistle: Romans 6:1-11  
(We are created to walk in newness of life in Christ.) 
  
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By 
no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves to sin-- because anyone who has died has been 



freed from sin.  
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God.  
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ  
Jesus.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13–17  
(Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John 
tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?"  
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then John consented.  
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased." 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           Rev. Michael Paulison 
 

SONG OF THE DAY  “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”         LSB 405 
 

SERMON              Rev. Michael Paulison 
 
CATECHISM  Baptism, Second and Third     Page 325, Hymnal 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 



OFFERING SONG WHO YOU SAY I AM     Hillsongs 
  
Who am I that the highest King Would welcome me? 
I was lost but He brought me in Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 
  
CHORUS: Who the Son sets free 
  Oh is free indeed 
  I’m a child of God 
  Yes I am 
  
Free at last, He has ransomed me His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me  CHORUS 
  
In my Father’s house There’s a place for me 
I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  
I am chosen Not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me 
I am who You say I am 
  
I am chosen Not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me 
I am who You say I am 
I am who You say I am  CHORUS 
  
In my Father’s house There’s a place for me 
I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.           [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

ONE KING          Borders/Alexander 
              Praise Team 
 

HE KNOWS MY NAME                   Walker 
  

I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 
Before even time began, my life was in His hand. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 
  

I have a Father, He calls me His own. 
He’ll never leave me no matter where I go. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call, 
He hears me when I call. 
  

JESUS MESSIAH            Tomlin 
  

He became sin, who knew no sin; that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
  

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 

  The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
  

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You;  
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
  

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 
  



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING SONG THIS IS AMAZING GRACE/GO TELL IT  
  

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings 
  

CHORUS: Go, tell it on the mountain 
  Over the hills and everywhere 
  Go, tell it on the mountain 
  That Jesus Christ is born 
  

Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice   
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings  CHORUS 
  

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor Michael Paulison 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal,  

Ken Price, Bob Shiflet, Larry Westra 
 
  

ELDER                Scott Luethy  
LECTOR           8:00    Ted Lemke 

             10:30    Jeanntte Nelson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Anna Wishon 
USHERS                      8:00    Clyde Wiggins, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Mielke, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 

Williams 
FLOWERS Bob & Rima Hea in celebration of their 

36th wedding anniversary 
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