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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
The Light of the World 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today Jesus’ words “You are the light of the world.” Jesus tells His 
followers that their light should not be hidden, but rather it should help others to see. 
As we go about our daily lives, by God’s grace we walk in the light of Jesus. Warmed 
by His light, we share that light He has given us with others in how we act, in what we 
say, and especially in spreading the good news about Jesus’ forgiveness. 



 PREPARATION  
 

PRELUDE  “Tocatta on ‘Thy Strong Word’”    Benjamin Culli 
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 

HYMN     “Thy Strong Word”    LSB 578 
Verses 1, 4-6 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: Blessed are those who fear the Lord, 
People: who greatly delight in His commandments. 
Pastor: Light dawns in the darkness for the upright. 
People: God is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
Pastor: You are the light of the world, 
People: a city on a hill that cannot be hidden. 
Pastor: Let your light shine that others may see and give glory to God. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Jesus does indeed call us the light of the world and tells us to let our light 
shine, but there have been times when we have hidden our light. There 
have been times when we could have shared our light with others, but we 
refused to do so for fear of rejection. Though we are the light of the world, 
we sometimes choose darkness instead of light. But we come before our 
heavenly Father to ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not always walked in Your light. We have 

hidden Your light from others. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive our sins and our weakness. Illumine and 
energize us once again to shine Your light to the ends of the earth. 

Pastor: Even though we fail to act as the light of the world, Jesus never failed to 
shine His light. For our sins, Jesus, the light of the world was extinguished 
on the cross, yet He is risen from the dead never to die again. Because of 
His death and resurrection, darkness flees and sins are forgiven. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 



forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are the light of the world. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 
 

 WORD  
 

KYRIE   “Have Mercy on Your People, Lord” 

 
 

Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  LSB 849 
Verses 1,3 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son into this world of darkness and death 
to be our light and our life. Strengthen us so that we share and shine the 



light of Christ throughout the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a 
(God urges mercy and compassion to those in need.) 
  

`Why have we fasted,' they say, `and you have not seen it? Why have we 
humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?'  
   

"Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your 
workers. Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other 
with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be 
heard on high. Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to 
humble himself? Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed and for lying on 
sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  
   

"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it 
not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 
shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your 
own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the 
glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will 
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12  
(Paul proclaims nothing but Christ crucified.) 
  

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom 
as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in 
weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's 
power. We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not 
the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 
No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 
God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age 
understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"--  but God has 



revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things 
of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's 
spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Congregation, please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

VERSE Matthew 5:16b 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

People: Alleluia. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20 
 (You are the light of the world. Let your light shine.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled by men.  
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.  
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone 
who breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 
tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Have You Not Known?”   arr. K. Lee Scott 
 

CHOIR: Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you  
That the everlasting God Dwells on high in starry splendor?  
His Glory is unspeakable; His power shall never fail. 

 

 
 
  

CHOIR: To whom will God, the LORD, compare? Who can stand his equal?  
By his word he formed the heavens, By his power he e’er sustains them. 
Vain rulers parish hopelessly; Strong nations come to naught. But…  
Refrain (ALL) 

  

CHOIR: Then why complain, O Israel? Why downcast, O Jacob?  
Do you think he does not see? Is your way now disregarded? 
His knowledge is unsearchable, his wisdom strong and sure.   
Refrain (ALL) 

  

CHOIR: Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you  
That the everlasting God Neither tires nor grows weary?  
E’en youths shall stumble helplessly, The young grow weak and faint.  
Refrain (ALL) 

 
SERMON  “Something to Say”       Pastor John Larson 
          TEXT: I Corinthians 2:1-12 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to be the light of the world. Send 

out messengers and missionaries to share the light of Christ in every 
corner of the earth, that people from every tribe, nation, and language 
would follow Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, there are many in this world who live in the darkness of depression, 

anxiety, and mental illness. Help us to be light to those in dark places, to 
encourage them to seek medical assistance, and to accept them as Your 
beloved children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, walk with all those who are grieving in the shadow of death, 

[especially . . .]. Comfort them with the hope of the resurrection to eternal 
light and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, shine Your light upon all those in public office. Enlighten them with 

Your wisdom and keep them from the darkness of the evil one. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, strengthen all those who are poor, homeless, hungry, oppressed, or 

in need in any way. Help us to see these people as Your creations in need 
of Your mercy and light, just as we are. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your 
good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are 

new every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord 

be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 
 

 
 
 



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY   “To Love Our God”    Mark Hayes 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is the light of the world and scatters 
the darkness, and He has called upon us to reflect His light and share His 
compassion with others. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
SANCTUS    “Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
AGNUS DEI   “O Lamb of God, We Pray”  

 
 
Text: Dorothy Schultz. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”     LSB 560 
“Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing”       LSB 847 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”       LSB 633 
 



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “O God of Light”        LSB 836 

 

[HYMN NOTES: This hymn opens with a paraphrase of Ps 119:105, “Your Word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”] 

 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “March on ‘Thy Strong Word’”    Benjamin Culli 
 

 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal, Ken 

Price, Bob Shiflet 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Lord 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Nevaeh Cooper 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
FLOWERS Linda Marquez in loving memory of her 

husband, Anthony, and her brothers, 
Douglas & Bradley. 
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