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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
The Light of the World 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today Jesus’ words “You are the light of the world.” Jesus tells His 
followers that their light should not be hidden, but rather it should help others to see. 
As we go about our daily lives, by God’s grace we walk in the light of Jesus. Warmed 
by His light, we share that light He has given us with others in how we act, in what we 
say, and especially in spreading the good news about Jesus’ forgiveness. 



GATHERING SONG  HOLY IS THE LORD                                       Tomlin 
  

We stand and lift up our hands, 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength. 
We bow down and worship Him now. 
How great, how awesome is He. 
And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing. 
  

Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory. (Repeat) 
  

It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
It is rising up all around. It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown. 
  

And together we sing, ev'ry-one sing.   
Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
The earth is filled with His glory. 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty.  
The earth is filled with His glory. 
The earth is filled with His glory.  
The earth is filled with His glory. 

  
 PREPARATION  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG  BEAUTIFUL ONE     Hughes 
  
Wonderful, so wonderful, is Your unfailing love. 
Your cross has spoken mercy over me. 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard,  
no heart could fully know how glorious, how beautiful You are. 
  

CHORUS: Beautiful One, I love You, 
  beautiful One, I adore, 
  beautiful One, my soul must sing. 
  

Powerful, so powerful, Your glory fills the skies, 
Your mighty works displayed for all to see. 
The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing. 
How marvelous, how wonderful You are. CHORUS  
  

My soul, my soul must sing My soul, my soul must sing 
My soul, my soul must sing: Beautiful One! 
  



INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: Blessed are those who fear the Lord, 
People: who greatly delight in His commandments. 
Pastor: Light dawns in the darkness for the upright. 
People: God is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
Pastor: You are the light of the world, 
People: a city on a hill that cannot be hidden. 
Pastor: Let your light shine that others may see and give glory to God. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Jesus does indeed call us the light of the world and tells us to let our light 
shine, but there have been times when we have hidden our light. There 
have been times when we could have shared our light with others, but we 
refused to do so for fear of rejection. Though we are the light of the world, 
we sometimes choose darkness instead of light. But we come before our 
heavenly Father to ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not always walked in Your light. We have 

hidden Your light from others. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive our sins and our weakness. Illumine and 
energize us once again to shine Your light to the ends of the earth. 

Pastor: Even though we fail to act as the light of the world, Jesus never failed to 
shine His light. For our sins, Jesus, the light of the world was extinguished 
on the cross, yet He is risen from the dead never to die again. Because of 
His death and resurrection, darkness flees and sins are forgiven. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are the light of the world. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 
 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a 
(God urges mercy and compassion to those in need.) 
  

`Why have we fasted,' they say, `and you have not seen it? Why have we 
humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?'  
   



"Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your 
workers. Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other 
with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be 
heard on high. Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to 
humble himself? Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed and for lying on 
sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  
   

"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it 
not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 
shelter-- when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your 
own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the 
glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will 
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12  
(Paul proclaims nothing but Christ crucified.) 
  

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom 
as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in 
weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's 
power. We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not 
the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 
No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 
God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age 
understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"--  but God has 
revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things 
of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's 
spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God.  
  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20 
 (You are the light of the world. Let your light shine.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled by men.  
"You are the light of the world. A 
city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven.  
"Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. I tell you the 
truth, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, 
not the least stroke of a pen, will 
by any means disappear from the 
Law until everything is 
accomplished. Anyone who 
breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices 
and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you 
that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law, you 
will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           Pastor Larson 



SONG OF THE DAY I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT  LSB 411  
 
SERMON  “Something to Say”       Pastor John Larson 
          TEXT: I Corinthians 2:1-12 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 

 
OFFERING  IN CHRIST ALONE      Townend—Getty 
  

In Christ alone my hope is found.  
He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, 
up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

No guilt in life, no fear in death. 
This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 
NEW DOXOLOGY       Louis Bourgeois, arr. Thomas Miller 
  
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow  
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts  
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
  

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim 
The pow'r and might of His great Name 
Let us exalt on bended knee 
Praise God the Holy Trinity 
  

CHORUS:  Praise God Praise God  
Praise God Who saved my soul 

  Praise God praise God  
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

  

Praise to the King His throne transcends 
His crown and Kingdom never end 
Now and throughout eternity 
I'll praise the One Who died for me CHORUS 
  

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 



 COME TO THE TABLE        Sidewalk Prophets 
  

We all start on the outside  
The outside looking in 
This is where grace begins  
We were hungry, we were thirsty 
With nothing left to give  
Oh the shape that we were in 
Just when all hope seemed lost  
Love opened the door for us, He said: 
 

CHORUS:  “Come to the table Come join the sinners  
Who have been redeemed 

 Take your place beside the Savior  
Sit down and be set free    Come to the table” 

 

Come meet this motley crew of misfits  
These liars and these thieves 
There's no one unwelcome here 
 So that sin and shame that you brought with you 
You can leave it at the door  
Let mercy draw you near  CHORUS 
 

Come to the table  
Come join the sinners who have been redeemed 
Take your place beside the Savior  
Sit down and be set free Whoa...Sit down and be set free  
Come to the table Come to the table 
Sit down and be set free Come to the table  
  
 

THE WONDERFUL CROSS                 Tomlin 
  

When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 
  
See, from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
  
CHORUS: O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
  Bids me come and die and find That I may truly live. 
  O, the wonderful cross, O, the wonderful cross, 
  All who gather here by grace Draw near and bless Your name. 
  
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were an offering far too small? 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.  CHORUS 
  



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  SHINE, JESUS, SHINE       WOV 651 
  
Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth  
You now bring us.  
Shine on me, shine on me. 
  

Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze,  
set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with love and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord,  
and let there be light! 
  

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display Your like ness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here,  
may our lives tell Your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
  

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with love and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!  
  

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST    Diana Gaide 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal, Ken 

Price, Bob Shiflet 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Lord 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Nevaeh Cooper 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
FLOWERS Linda Marquez in loving memory of her 

husband, Anthony, and her brothers, 
Douglas & Bradley. 
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