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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 
Listen to Him 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider the Father’s words on the Mount of Transfiguration: “This is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” The Father bears witness to the 
authority of the Son. Remember God’s words to listen to the voice of Jesus. 
 

We also recall the brightness of Jesus shining upon the disciples. Jesus’ 
transfiguration reminds us of the blessing we hear every week at the end of worship in 
the Benediction for the Lord’s face to shine upon us. In the person of Jesus, God’s face 
certainly shines upon us, and we look forward to the day when Christ returns in glory to 
permanently shine His face upon us. 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE   “Beautiful Savior”        Michael Burkhardt  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN  “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair”     LSB 413 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: The Lord is great in Zion. 
People: He is exalted over all the peoples. 
Pastor: Let them praise Your great and awesome name! 
People: Holy is He! 
Pastor: The Lord’s face will shine upon us, 
People: and give us peace. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Today we celebrate the transfiguration of Jesus. We hear the voice of our 

heavenly Father saying, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to Him.” Yet, as we follow Jesus, we have often failed to 
listen to His words. We have chosen to listen to the voice of the world 
rather than the voice of our transfigured Lord. So now, we come before our 
heavenly Father to ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not listened to You or Your Son. We have 

ignored His voice and plugged our ears to His words of mercy. 
Forgive our sins and open our ears to Your voice once again. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. God’s face has shined upon us. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 

 



 WORD  
 
KYRIE (Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”  
 

 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, in the transfiguration of Your Son You have shined grace 
and glory upon the world, and by Your own testimony we hear that Jesus is 
indeed Your beloved Son. Help us to heed Your voice and bask in the light 
of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, our transfigured Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24:8-18 
(Moses goes up to Mount Sinai.) 
  

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the 
blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all 
these words." Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of 
Israel went up and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a 
pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. But God did not raise his 
hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and 



drank. The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written 
for their instruction." Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went 
up on the mountain of God. He said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we 
come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute 
can go to them." When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 
and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered 
the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the 
cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top 
of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. 
And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
Peter recounts seeing Jesus’ transfiguration and hearing God’s voice.) 
  

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to 
him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased." We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain.  
And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to 
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 
VERSE Psalm 45:2a 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. You are the most handsome of the sons of men;  
People: grace is poured upon Your lips. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
(Jesus is transfigured before Peter, James and John.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 



 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured 
before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 
light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  
Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 
three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!"  
When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But 
Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." When they 
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell 
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead."  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”          LSB 416  
 
SERMON   “Perfect Timing”         Pastor John Larson 
           TEXT: Matthew 17:1-9 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus revealed His 

light and glory to Peter, James, and John. Embolden us to proclaim Christ’s 
light and glory to the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, Peter, James, and John heard Your voice on the mountaintop. Help 

us to heed Your voice and Your Word that comes to us in the Scriptures. 
Strengthen us to listen to Your voice rather than the voice the world. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. Console 

them with the hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  
Pastor: Lord, Peter reminds us that no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 

man, but all prophets are carried along by the Holy Spirit. Send Your Spirit 



to call, gather, enlighten, sanctify, and keep Your people. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, You have shined the light of Christ on the world. Help us reflect Your 

light to those who are experiencing the darkness of the world. Bring 
community to the lonely, stability to those in transition, and safety to all 
those who have suffered abuse. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your 
good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are 

new every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Beautiful Savior””    arr. Michael Burkhardt 
               Ascension Chorale 
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His transfiguration revealed His 
glory to His disciples that they might be strengthened to proclaim His cross 
and resurrection and with all the faithful look forward to the glory of life 
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
SANCTUS (Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 



AGNUS DEI (Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
“Have Thine Own Way”       Terre Johnson 
             Ascension Chorale 
 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”      LSB 815  
“Beautiful Savior, King of Creation”       LSB 537 

(Verse 3: Congregation in harmony) 
“Jesus on the Mountain Peak”       LSB 415  
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”     LSB 417 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE            “Divertissement”    Gordon Young 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST/     
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
AGAPE Rose Berger, Bri Fort, Lisa O’Neal, Ken 

Price, Bob Shiflet 
 
  

ELDER                Scott Luethy  
LECTOR           8:00    Tom Munson 

             10:30    Jenna Lawrenz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jonas Tunheim 

                10:30    Carly Calhoun 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Flo Westra 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
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