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The Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
 
Foolishness and Weakness 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today the witness of God’s faithful servants Simeon and Anna. As they 
beheld Jesus in the temple, they were overcome with joy and proclaimed the good 
news of God’s redemption and salvation. Jesus came into our world as light and 
peace. As you listen and sing of God’s salvation this day, may you be filled with the joy 
and peace that filled Simeon and Anna. Our special focus is on I Corinthians 1:18-31. 
To the world, the message of the cross is foolish nonsense. To believers the cross is 
the message and the power of salvation. 



 PREPARATION  
 

PRELUDE  “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”               David Cherwien  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN  “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”     LSB 794 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
People: Blessed are those who dwell in Your house, ever singing Your praise! 
Pastor: For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
People: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 

the tents of the wicked. 
Pastor: For the Lord God is a sun and shield. 
People: The Lord bestows favor and honor. 
Pastor: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord indeed bestows His favor and honor upon us, but we take His 

favor and honor for granted. We place our trust in ourselves instead of in 
God. Our actions are for our own glory, not God’s. We are inconsiderate of 
our neighbors and too often neglect to gather for worship. But we come 
before our heavenly Father, seeking His favor and honor and forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have sought our own way, not Your way. We have 

failed to open our doors and our lives to neighbors in need. We have 
chosen the tents of the wicked rather than Your house, but we are 
here seeking Your forgiveness. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive our sins. Restore us as Your 
beloved people. 

Pastor: When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the temple for His 
presentation, a man named Simeon took Jesus in his arms and proclaimed 
that he had beheld God’s salvation. This Jesus is our salvation. He has 



died and is risen for you, and He forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. The Lord bestows favor and honor. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE   “Have Mercy on Your People, Lord” 

 
 

Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”   LSB 806 

(Twice Through) 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, as Your Son was presented in the temple, 
You revealed Him as a light to all nations. Grant us courage to share 



Christ’s light so that all may know that the world is changed; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Samuel 1:21–28  
(Hannah gives her son Samuel to the Lord’s service.) 
 
 When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 
the LORD and to fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, 
“After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he 
will live there always.” 
  

“Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her husband told her. “Stay here until you 
have weaned him; only may the LORD make good his word.” So the woman 
stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 
  

After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a 
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the 
house of the LORD at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull , they brought 
the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am the 
woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, 
and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. 
For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD 
there. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE: Hebrews 2:14–18 
(Since Jesus suffers and is tempted as we are, He is able to help us through suffering 
and temptation.) 
 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this 
reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he 
was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 



VERSE Luke 2:34b 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel.  
People: Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:22–32  
(Jesus is presented in the temple.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been 
completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated 
to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of 
the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying: 
  

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of 

all people: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   LSB 425 
 
SERMON  “Foolishness and Weakness”   Pastor John Larson 
              TEXT: I Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to be a light to the nations. Send 

out messengers and missionaries to every corner of the earth, that people 



from every tribe, nation, and language would know the saving Light of the 
world, Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, send Your mercy to all who are advanced in years and struggling with 

their limitations. Grant them patience and give them purpose. Help them to 
share their faithfulness with others, as Simeon and Anna did in the temple. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, walk with all those who are grieving in the shadow of death, 

[especially . . .]. Comfort them with the hope of the resurrection to eternal 
life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, as Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord’s service, we pray that You 

would raise up pastors, teachers, musicians, missionaries, and other 
servants in Your Church, that all people come to see the salvation You 
have prepared for all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, You sent Your Son into this world and by doing so changed the 

course of history. Comfort all those who are struggling to change their lives, 
those who live with mental illness, addiction, poor habits, and a lack of self-
control. Transform their lives and bring them to You, for You make all 
things new. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your 
will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are 

new every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “How Great Our Joy”     arr. Linda Scholes 
           Gloria Dei Ringers 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He is a light for revelation to the nations 
and by His incarnation, the world is changed. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
SANCTUS    “Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 



AGNUS DEI   “O Lamb of God, We Pray”  

 
 
Text: Dorothy Schultz. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
“Love Came Down” (Duet)      Rachel Becker & Andrew Saenz, soloists 
 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”       LSB 618 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”       LSB 621 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”       LSB 643 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”    LSB 918 
 
 



CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”   Paul Manz 
 

 



 
  

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Michael Lawrenz  
                     10:30           Bill Redden 
LECTOR           8:00    Dana Thom 

             10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Gabe Gutierrez 

                10:30    Carly Calhoun 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Jude Donovan 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 
 Williams 
FLOWERS The Aguilar and Rolling Families in 

loving memory of Frank 
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