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The Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 
 
Foolishness and Weakness 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today the witness of God’s faithful servants Simeon and Anna. As they 
beheld Jesus in the temple, they were overcome with joy and proclaimed the good 
news of God’s redemption and salvation. Jesus came into our world as light and 
peace. As you listen and sing of God’s salvation this day, may you be filled with the joy 
and peace that filled Simeon and Anna. Our special focus is on I Corinthians 1:18-31. 
To the world, the message of the cross is foolish nonsense. To believers the cross is 
the message and the power of salvation. 



GATHERING SONG 
 
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!      Tomlin—Reeves—Cash 
  

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
  

CHORUS:  How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God! 
        And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
  

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  CHORUS 
   

 
 PREPARATION  

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG  HERE I AM TO WORSHIP   Hughes 
  

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness,  
Opened my eyes, let me see.  
Beauty that made this heart adore You,  
Hope of a life spent with You. 
  

CHORUS: Here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down, 
  Here I am to say that you’re my God. 
  You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
  Altogether wonderful to me. 
  

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 
Glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly You came to the earth You created, 
All for love’s sake became poor.  CHORUS 
  

And I’ll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross. 
And I’ll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross.  CHORUS 
  

OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
People: Blessed are those who dwell in Your house, ever singing Your praise! 
Pastor: For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 



People: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 
the tents of the wicked. 

Pastor: For the Lord God is a sun and shield. 
People: The Lord bestows favor and honor. 
Pastor: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord indeed bestows His favor and honor upon us, but we take His 

favor and honor for granted. We place our trust in ourselves instead of in 
God. Our actions are for our own glory, not God’s. We are inconsiderate of 
our neighbors and too often neglect to gather for worship. But we come 
before our heavenly Father, seeking His favor and honor and forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have sought our own way, not Your way. We have 

failed to open our doors and our lives to neighbors in need. We have 
chosen the tents of the wicked rather than Your house, but we are 
here seeking Your forgiveness. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive our sins. Restore us as Your 
beloved people. 

Pastor: When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the temple for His 
presentation, a man named Simeon took Jesus in his arms and proclaimed 
that he had beheld God’s salvation. This Jesus is our salvation. He has 
died and is risen for you, and He forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. The Lord bestows favor and honor. We are forgiven in Christ. 
 

 WORD  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Samuel 1:21–28  
(Hannah gives her son Samuel to the Lord’s service.) 
 
 When the man Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 
the LORD and to fulfill his vow, Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, 
“After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he 
will live there always.” 
  

“Do what seems best to you,” Elkanah her husband told her. “Stay here until you 
have weaned him; only may the LORD make good his word.” So the woman 
stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 
  

After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a 
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the 



house of the LORD at Shiloh. When they had slaughtered the bull , they brought 
the boy to Eli, and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am the 
woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. I prayed for this child, 
and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD. 
For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD 
there. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE: Hebrews 2:14–18 
(Since Jesus suffers and is tempted as we are, He is able to help us through suffering 
and temptation.) 
 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this 
reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he 
was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:22–32  
(Jesus is presented in the temple.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been 
completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated 
to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of 
the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 



saying: 
  

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of 

all people: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Kathy Johnson 
 
SONG OF THE DAY  BE THOU MY VISION              LSB 776 
 
SERMON  “Foolishness and Weakness”   Pastor John Larson 
              TEXT: I Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you 

always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

 
OFFERING SONG  THAT’S WHY WE PRAISE HIM!                       Walker  
  

He came to live, live a perfect life; He came to be the Living Word, our light. 
He came to die so we’d be reconciled; He came to rise to show His pow’r and might. 
  

CHORUS: That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing;   
   That's why we offer Him our everything. 
   That’s why we bow down and worship this King, 
   ‘Cause He gave His everything, 
   ‘Cause He gave His everything. 
   

He came to live, live again in us; He came to be our conqu’ring King and friend. 
He came to heal and show the lost ones His love; 
He came to go prepare a place for us. CHORUS 
  

Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.  
Halle, hallelujah. Halle, hallelujah.   CHORUS 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 
GOOD, GOOD FATHER                           Barrett/Brown 
  

I've heard a thousand stories  
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper  
Of love in the dead of night and 
You tell me that You’re pleased  
And that I'm never alone 
  

CHORUS:   You're a Good Good Father It's who You are 
 It's who You are It's who You are And I'm loved by You 

It's who I am, It's who I am, It's who I am   
  

I've seen many searching for answers  
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers  
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need  
Before we say a word  CHORUS 
  

You are perfect in all of Your ways, You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of Your ways, You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
  

Love so undeniable I can hardly speak  
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think  
As You call me deeper still As You call me deeper still  
As You call me deeper still Into love, love, love   CHORUS 
  

 



IN CHRIST ALONE         Townend—Getty 
  

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All,  
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid,  
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine,  
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

No guilt in life, no fear in death. This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
  

CORNERSTONE             Myrin 
   
My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name. 
  

CHORUS: Christ alone. Cornerstone. 
  Weak made strong in the Savior's love. 
  Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all. 
  

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.  CHORUS 
  

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone. 
Faultless to stand before the throne.  CHORUS 
  



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG DEATH WAS ARRESTED   Kersh/Coker/Balltzglier/Smith 
  
Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin 
Lost without hope with no place to begin 
Your love made a way to let mercy come in 
When death was arrested and my life began 
  
CHORUS: Oh Your grace so free washes over me 
  You have made me new now life begins with You 
  It's Your endless love pouring down on us 
  You have made us new now life begins with You 
  
Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more 
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend 
When death was arrested and my life began   CHORUS 
  
Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross 
Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost 
But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand 
That's when death was arrested and my life began  CHORUS 
  
Oh we're free free forever we're free 
Come join the song of all the redeemed 
Yes we're free free forever amen 
When death was arrested and my life began  (REPEAT) 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 



 



 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
 

 
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Michael Lawrenz  
                     10:30           Bill Redden 
LECTOR           8:00    Dana Thom 

             10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Gabe Gutierrez 

                10:30    Carly Calhoun 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Jude Donovan 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Laurel Shurtleff, Barbara 
 Williams 
FLOWERS The Aguilar and Rolling Families in 

loving memory of Frank 
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