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SIXTH 
SUNDAY 
AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
Reconciliation and Peace 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today all of the division and conflict that exists in the world, in our church, 
and in our lives. Jesus cares deeply about reconciliation, about people coming together 
and forgiving one another. It is even part of the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Whatever grudges you are 
holding can be overcome with the peace of Christ. 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE   “Prelude and Fugue in C Major”          J.S. Bach 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   LSB 394 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
People: who walk in the law of the Lord. 
Pastor: Blessed are the peacemakers, 
People: for they shall be called sons of God. 
Pastor: The Lord has made known His salvation. 
People: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: God calls on us to be blameless, to live in peace with one another, to not 

hold grudges or be angry with anyone. But we have failed to live as God 
has instructed. We have created division and discord. We have refused to 
be reconciled with others. We come before our heavenly Father to ask for 
His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not always walked in Your ways. We confess 

that we have ignored and avoided conflict rather than seek 
reconciliation. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive our sins. Bring Your reconciliation and peace that 
surpasses all understanding into our lives. 

Pastor: Even though we have held on to our anger and resentment of others, our 
heavenly Father sent Jesus to be our reconciliation and peace. By the 
blood of Jesus, we are reconciled to God and can approach Him in all 
confidence. By the blood of Jesus, we are reconciled with one another. As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 



forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are reconciled and at peace with God. We are forgiven in 
Christ. 

 
 WORD  

 
KYRIE   “Have Mercy on Your People, Lord” 

 
 

Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “We Praise You, O God”   LSB 785 

Verses 1, 3 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 



the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness 
to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
(God urges Israel to choose life, no death; blessing, not curse.) 
  

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I 
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD 
your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  
But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away 
to bow down to other gods and worship them, I declare to you this day that you 
will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess.  
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 
children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, 
and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years 
in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
(Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.) 
  

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in 
Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 
For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not 
mere men?  
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 
came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants 
and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according 
to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's 
building.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 



VERSE Ephesians 5:2 
 
Pastor: Alleluia. Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us,  
People: a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 
(Leave your gift and go be reconciled.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, `Do not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' But I tell you that anyone who 
is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
his brother, `Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, `You 
fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  
  

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First 
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  
  
"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it 
while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into 
prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
  

"You have heard that it was said, `Do not commit adultery.' But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her 
in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body 
to go into hell.  
  

"It has been said, `Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.' But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries 
the divorced woman commits adultery.  
  

"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, `Do not break 
your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' But I tell you, Do not 
swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear 
by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your 
`Yes' be `Yes,' and your `No,' `No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Forgive Our Sins, as We Forgive”           LSB 843 
 
SERMON  “Grow Up”                 Pastor John Larson 
             1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 
NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to reconcile the world to Yourself 

and to make peace by the blood of His cross. Give us courage to seek 
forgiveness and reconciliation with one another, that Your peace that 
surpasses all understanding rule our hearts and minds. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, there are many divisions in Your Church. Too often we have identified 

ourselves as those who follow earthly leaders, rather than as those who 
follow Christ. Bring unity where there is division, peace where there is 
discord, and reconciliation where there is conflict. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, comfort all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. Console 

them with the hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, strengthen all marriages, encourage those who are single, and help 

us to recognize the value of each person, for all have been redeemed by 
Christ, the Crucified and Risen One. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, bless all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries, musicians, 

and servants in Your Church. Embolden them as they plant and water good 
seed in Your kingdom. We humbly ask You to provide growth where and 
when You will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, 

[especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your 
good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: …Special intercessions may be included here... Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite mercies, which are 

new every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
 



THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   arr. Gaide 

 
HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His blood has given us 
reconciliation and peace. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
SANCTUS    “Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

 
 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
AGNUS DEI   “O Lamb of God, We Pray”  

 
 
Text: Dorothy Schultz. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Your Table I Approach”        LSB 628 
“What Is This Bread”         LSB 629 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”       LSB 643 
 



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     LSB 686 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Toccata Pontificale”     Gordon Young 

 

 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Diana Gaide 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Don Loptien  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Margo Pasha 

             10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Annaliese Tunheim 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Ellen Thompson 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
FLOWERS Bob & Deb Shiflet, in joyous celebration 

of their 42nd wedding anniversary.  
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