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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 
Reconciliation and Peace 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
We consider today all of the division and conflict that exists in the world, in our church, 
and in our lives. Jesus cares deeply about reconciliation, about people coming together 
and forgiving one another. It is even part of the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Whatever grudges you are 
holding can be overcome with the peace of Christ. 



GATHERING SONG 
 
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!      Tomlin—Reeves—Cash 
  

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
  

CHORUS:  How great is our God!  
Sing with me:  
How great is our God! 

  And all will see how great,  
How great is our God! 

  

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  CHORUS 
  
 

 PREPARATION  
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG  THE WAY (NEW HORIZON)    Smith/Bashta/Barrett 
  

Through every battle Through every heartbreak 
Through every circumstance  
I believe That You are my fortress Oh, You are my portion 
And You are my hiding place, oh I believe You are 
  

CHORUS: The way, the truth, the life 
I believe You are  
The way, the truth,  
The life I believe  
(You are) 

 

Through every blessing Through every promise 
Through every breath I take  
I believe That You are Provider You are Protector 
And You are the One I love, I believe you are  CHORUS 
 

It's a new horizon and I'm set on You 
And You meet me here today with mercies that are new 
All my fears and doubts, they can all come too 
Because they can't stay long when I believe (You are) CHORUS 
  



INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
People: who walk in the law of the Lord. 
Pastor: Blessed are the peacemakers, 
People: for they shall be called sons of God. 
Pastor: The Lord has made known His salvation. 
People: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: God calls on us to be blameless, to live in peace with one another, to not 

hold grudges or be angry with anyone. But we have failed to live as God 
has instructed. We have created division and discord. We have refused to 
be reconciled with others. We come before our heavenly Father to ask for 
His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not always walked in Your ways. We confess 

that we have ignored and avoided conflict rather than seek 
reconciliation. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive our sins. Bring Your reconciliation and peace that 
surpasses all understanding into our lives. 

Pastor: Even though we have held on to our anger and resentment of others, our 
heavenly Father sent Jesus to be our reconciliation and peace. By the 
blood of Jesus, we are reconciled to God and can approach Him in all 
confidence. By the blood of Jesus, we are reconciled with one another. As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are reconciled and at peace with God. We are forgiven in 
Christ. 

 
 WORD  

 
Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
(God urges Israel to choose life, no death; blessing, not curse.) 
  

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I 



command you today to love the LORD your 
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commands, decrees and laws; then you will 
live and increase, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land you are entering to 
possess.  
But if your heart turns away and you are not 
obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow 
down to other gods and worship them, I 
declare to you this day that you will 
certainly be destroyed. You will not live long 
in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
enter and possess.  
This day I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses against you that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and your 
children may live and that you may love the 
LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold 
fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he 
will give you many years in the land he 
swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
(Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.) 
  

Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in 
Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 
For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not 
mere men?  
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 
came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants 
and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according 
to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's 
building.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 
(Leave your gift and go be reconciled.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

"You have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago, `Do not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.' But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with his brother 
will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone 
who says to his brother, `Raca,' is answerable 
to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, `You 
fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  
  

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift.  
  

"Settle matters quickly with your adversary 
who is taking you to court. Do it while you are 
still with him on the way, or he may hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge may hand 
you over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you will 

not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
  

"You have heard that it was said, `Do not commit adultery.' But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her 
in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body 
to go into hell.  
  

"It has been said, `Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.' But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries 
the divorced woman commits adultery.  
  

"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, `Do not break 
your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' But I tell you, Do not 
swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his 



footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear 
by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your 
`Yes' be `Yes,' and your `No,' `No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           Christa Kirschner 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  JESUS MESSIAH       Tomlin 
  

He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
  

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah;  
Name above all names;  

  Blessed Redeemer;  
Emmanuel. 

  The Rescue for sinners,  
The ransom from heaven; 

  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
  

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
  

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
  

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. The Lord of all! The Lord of all. 
  

SERMON  “Grow Up”                 Pastor John Larson 
             1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 
NICENE CREED  Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER     LSB 763 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 
LORD I NEED YOU          Maher 

  

Lord, I come, I confess.  
Bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without You, I fall apart. 
You're the one that guides my heart. 
  

CHORUS: Lord, I need You, oh, I need You.  
Ev'ry hour I need You. 

  My one defense, my righteousness;  
  Oh, God, how I need You. 
  

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where grace is found is where You are. 
And where You are, Lord, I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  CHORUS 
  

 So, teach my song to rise to You  
When temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 
Jesus, You're my hope and stay.  CHORUS 



O COME TO THE ALTAR           Chris Brown 
  

Are you hurting and broken within  
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself  
Do you thirst for a drink from the well Jesus is calling 
  

CHORUS:  O come to the altar   
The Father's arms are open wide 

  Forgiveness was bought with  
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

  

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  
Come today there's no reason to wait Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy  
From the ashes a new life is born Jesus is calling  CHORUS X2 
  

Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Oh what a Savior Isn't he wonderful Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before him For he is Lord of all Sing alleluia Christ is risen  CHORUS X2 
  

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown  
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
  
JESUS          Chris Tomlin 
  

There is a truth older than the ages 
There is a promise of things yet to come 
There is One born for our salvation, Jesus 
  

There is a light that overwhelms the darkness 
There is a kingdom that forever reigns 
There is freedom from the chains that bind us Jesus, Jesus  
  

CHORUS:  Who walks on the waters Who speaks to the sea 
  Who stands in the fire beside me 
  He roars like a lion He bled as the Lamb 
  He carries my healing in His hands, Jesus  
  

There is a name I call in times of trouble 
There is a song that comforts in the night 
There is a voice that calms the storm that rages He is Jesus Jesus  CHORUS 
  

Messiah, My Savior There is power in Your name 
You're my rock and my Redeemer There is power in Your name 
In Your name  CHORUS 
 



GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG EVERLASTING GOD      Brown—Riley 
  

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
Wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
Wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord  
  

Our God You reign forever Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer   
  

CHORUS: You are the everlasting God The everlasting God  
You do not faint You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles   

  

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Diana Gaide 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Gwen Geisler 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
  

ELDER           8:00    Don Loptien  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Margo Pasha 

             10:30    Kathy Johnson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Annaliese Tunheim 

                10:30    Espen Erling 
USHERS                      8:00    Barry Kratzer, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Ellen Thompson 
ALTAR GUILD Shelia Beu, Judy Peterson, Deb Shiflet, 

Barbara Williams 
FLOWERS Bob & Deb Shiflet, in joyous celebration 

of their 42nd wedding anniversary.  
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