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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
The Christian and Homosexuality—Part One 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Our world enjoys labeling people. Whether by skin color, gender, economic status, 
ethnic background, political affiliation, sexual orientation, age, or whatever else it may 
be, labels are popular. This sort of labeling divides people into categories and causes 
much strife and argument. There was labeling going on in Colossae as well: Greek, 
Jew, circumcised, uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free. But in Colossians, 
Paul gives us a label that we share and a label that leads not to divisive evil but to 
amazing generosity and love. Paul writes, “You have been raised with Christ.” Imagine 
that. He doesn’t say that you will one day in the future be raised with Christ (although 
that is also true), he says, “You HAVE been raised with Christ.” That is the label we are 
marked with in Holy Baptism. This comes to us by grace and calls forth from us a life 
abundant with generosity.  
 

Today we focus especially on the label of homosexuality and our Christian response—
Here we see both Law and Gospel, warning and grace. 



PRESERVICE  “Jesus, Lead Thou On”     Paul Manz 

 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE   “Praise the Lord, the Almighty”         Hermann Grabner 
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
HYMN  “Praise the Lord, the Almighty”       LSB 790 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: Enter God’s place with thanksgiving. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Give thanks to God and bless His name. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Come into God’s presence with singing. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Having been raised with Christ, let us confess our sin to God and to one 

another, trusting that Christ, who is all in all, forgives all sins. 
 

A time of silence is observed. 
 

Pastor: We have sinned against You, O God, in thought, word, and deed. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have not loved You with our whole heart. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 



Pastor: We have spent our time in vain pursuits. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have struggled to put off the old self with its practices. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: You have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. You have been 

raised with Christ. You have been given a new self, which is being renewed 
after the image of God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 
Kyrie (spoken) 
  
Pastor Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
People Have mercy on us sinners. 
Pastor Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
People Have mercy on us sinners. 
Pastor Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
People Have mercy on us sinners, and grant us Your peace. Amen. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”  LSB 791 
Verses 1-3 

 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Lord of life, You have raised us with Christ to be Your people. 
People: By the power of Your Holy Spirit, fill our hearts and minds with 

thanksgiving to You that overflows in generosity toward You and our 
neighbors; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
EPISTLE: I Corinthians 6:9-20 
  

 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 



deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what 
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
“Everything is permissible for me,”—but not everything is beneficial. 
“Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 
“Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them 
both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise 
us also. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall 
I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do 
you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in 
body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who unites himself 
with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your body. 
  

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Alleluia verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 
VERSE Colossians 3:23–24a 
 
Pastor: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People: Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
Pastor: knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 
People: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:1-11 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the Eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered 
around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do 



you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for 
accusing him. 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When 
they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of 
you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  Again he stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. 
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, 
until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened 
up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
“No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 
sin.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”         LSB 793 
 
SERMON            “The Unforgivable Sin”     Rev. Kelly Crabbe 
                 TEXT: Mark 3:28-30 
 
NICENE CREED    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us come before God in prayer as His people, the sheep of His pasture, 

trusting that the Lord is good and His love endures forever. 



 

For the Church, that raised with Christ we put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge after the image of God. For our Synod—our 
president, district presidents, pastors, teachers, and all servants of the 
Church, that we not become puffed up with pride or be made timid by our 
weaknesses, but instead together hold fast to our Head, the Lord Jesus. In 
mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For this nation in which we live, in thanksgiving for the abundance of life 

and freedom that we enjoy; for the president and Congress, for our 
governor and local elected officials, that all work for the common good, and 
serve not themselves, but chiefly those who are cast down; that this nation 
so divided along political lines would repent of our hatred of those who 
differ from us and, based on our one common humanity, discuss our 
differences with reason and kindness. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For those in need in our community—the sick, those facing surgery, those 

with terminal illness—that they receive mercy and healing according to 
God’s will, that they find peace in the love of Jesus, and that their hearts 
may be opened to receive the love of Christ. [Other petitions may be 
inserted here.] For those harmed by natural or man-made disasters, that 
they experience renewal through those who donate and do relief work. In 
mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For this congregation, that, knowing God is God and that we have been 

raised with Christ, our lives be transformed from the old self with its selfish 
practices to life abundant with the new self, filled with generosity toward 
God and others. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: For those who struggle with secret sins, that they may be given grace to 

trust in and follow You wholeheartedly. And that we, who have received 
grace upon grace, may be merciful and gracious in our words and actions 
as Your Spirit works to transform all of us more completely into the image 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ. In mercy, 

People: O Lord, hear our prayer. 
Pastor: In faith we entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father. You are good and 

Your love endures forever; Your faithfulness continues through all 
generations. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”  Anthony J. Showalter 
                      Mixed Quartet: Tom and Dawn Munson 

             Lyle and Linda Landhuis 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who gave His life on the cross and was 
raised on the third day and has raised us with Him to live renewed life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 
 
AGNUS DEI   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”        LSB 704 
“Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”      LSB 844 
“Beautiful Savior”          LSB 537 
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING  
   
 

 



BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Salvation Unto Us Has Come”         LSB 555 
Verses 1-2, 8-9 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 

POSTLUDE   “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”   Richard Hillert 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER      Rev. Kelly Crabbe 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Gwen Geisler 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock  
                     10:00           Don Loptien 
LECTOR           8:00    Benjamin Dallet 

             10:00    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Ian Avedissian 

                10:00    Nolan Pierce 
USHERS                      8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:00 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:00    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Sharon Seible, 

Laurel Shurtleff 
FLOWERS Edna & Linda Achziger, Happy Birthday 

to Jacob Achziger (96) and in loving 
memory of Bertha Propstein 

  
  

CCLI License #1903595 
 

 
 
Our homilist for today is Kelly Crabbe who lives locally in Lakewood. He served 
as an LC-MS Pastor for more than 20 years and has been serving as the head of 
spiritual care for the last 13 years for a medical company whose clientele is a 
population of poor, frail, elderly people in Colorado and throughout the U.S. 
Kelly is married to his lovely wife, Melanie, who grew up in Arvada. They’ve been 
married for more than 30 years and are blessed with three children, all now 
grown. Melanie is a Registered Occupational Therapist and sees her job as a 
ministry both to body and soul. We welcome them in our midst today as they 
bring God’s Word of hope in Christ to our congregation. 


