
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

  
  

August 4, 2019 
10:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
The Christian and Homosexuality—Part One 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Our world enjoys labeling people. Whether by skin color, gender, economic status, 
ethnic background, political affiliation, sexual orientation, age, or whatever else it may 
be, labels are popular. This sort of labeling divides people into categories and causes 
much strife and argument. There was labeling going on in Colossae as well: Greek, 
Jew, circumcised, uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free. But in Colossians, 
Paul gives us a label that we share and a label that leads not to divisive evil but to 
amazing generosity and love. Paul writes, “You have been raised with Christ.” Imagine 
that. He doesn’t say that you will one day in the future be raised with Christ (although 
that is also true), he says, “You HAVE been raised with Christ.” That is the label we are 
marked with in Holy Baptism. This comes to us by grace and calls forth from us a life 
abundant with generosity.  
 

Today we focus especially on the label of homosexuality and our Christian response—
Here we see both Law and Gospel, warning and grace. 



GATHERING SONG   
 
BLESSED BE YOUR NAME    Redman 

  

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful, 
Where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place, 
Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 
  

CHORUS: Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise. 
  When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say, 
  “Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
  Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name.” 
  

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me, 
When the world's “all as it should be.” Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering, 
Though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. CHORUS 
  

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 

  
 PREPARATION  

 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG OUR GOD     Tomlin/Reeves/Myrin/Redman  
  

Water You turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind; 
There’s no one like You, none like You. 
  

Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You, none like You. 
  

CHORUS: Our God is greater, our God is stronger; 
  God, You are higher than any other. 
  Our God is healer, awesome in power, our God, our God. 
  

Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You, none like You.   CHORUS 
  

And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
What could stand against?   CHORUS 
  

 



INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: Enter God’s place with thanksgiving. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Give thanks to God and bless His name. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Come into God’s presence with singing. 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
People: The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His 

faithfulness to all generations. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Having been raised with Christ, let us confess our sin to God and to one 

another, trusting that Christ, who is all in all, forgives all sins. 
 

A time of silence is observed. 
 

Pastor: We have sinned against You, O God, in thought, word, and deed. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have not loved You with our whole heart. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have spent our time in vain pursuits. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: We have struggled to put off the old self with its practices. 
People: Forgive us and renew us, O Lord. 
Pastor: You have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. You have been 

raised with Christ. You have been given a new self, which is being renewed 
after the image of God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 
EPISTLE: I Corinthians 6:9-20 
  

 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what 
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
“Everything is permissible for me,”—but not everything is beneficial. 
“Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 
“Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them 
both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise 
us also. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall 
I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do 
you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in 
body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who unites himself 
with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your body. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:1-11 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the Eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered 
around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do 
you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for 
accusing him. 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When 



they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of 
you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  Again he stooped 
down and wrote on the ground. 
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, 
until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened 
up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
“No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 
sin.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE              Pastor John Larson 
 



SONG OF THE DAY  YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH    Maher 
  

Great is Your faithfulness, O God;  
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy  
And nothing can keep us apart. 
  

CHORUS: So, remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
  Remember Your promise O God.  
  Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Great is Your love and justice, God of Jacob;  
You use the weak to lead the strong.  
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
And all Your people sing along. CHORUS 
  

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough, for me.  
  

Remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
Remember Your promise O God. 
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Yeah, Your grace is enough; Heaven reaches out to us. 
Your grace is enough for me. 
God, I sing: Your grace is enough; I'm covered in Your love. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 
 
  

SERMON            “The Unforgivable Sin”     Rev. Kelly Crabbe 
                 TEXT: Mark 3:28-30 
 
NICENE CREED    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be 

with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 



OFFERING WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME     Ligertwood/Fielding 
  
You were the Word at the beginning  
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation  
Now revealed in You our Christ 
  
CHORUS: What a beautiful Name it is,  

What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is,  
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is,  
The Name of Jesus 

  
You didn't want heaven without us So Jesus,  
You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater  
What could separate us now  CHORUS 
  
Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 
You silenced the boast, of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever, God you reign Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name, above all names 
  
What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 
  
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13    Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

 
 
BLESS THE LORD (10,000 REASONS)         Myrin/Redman 

  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name.  
Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name. 
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning,  
It's time to sing Your song again.  
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
  

CHORUS: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;  
Worship His holy name.  

  Sing like never before, O my soul;  
I'll worship Your holy name. 

  

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger.  
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  CHORUS 
  

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending, 
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore!  CHORUS X2 
  

Worship Your holy name, Lord, I'll worship Your holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name,  
Worship Your holy name, Worship Your holy name. 
  

 
 
LORD I NEED YOU          Maher 

  

Lord, I come, I confess. Bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without You, I fall apart. You're the one that guides my heart. 
  

CHORUS: Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. Ev'ry hour I need You. 
  My one defense, my righteousness; Oh, God, how I need You. 
  

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. Where grace is found is where You are. 
And where You are, Lord, I am free. Holiness is Christ in me.  CHORUS 
  
  

So, teach my song to rise to You When temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. Jesus, You're my hope and stay.  CHORUS 
 
 



CORNERSTONE              Myrin 

  
My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name. 
  

CHORUS: Christ alone. Cornerstone. 
  Weak made strong in the Savior's love. 
  Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all. 
  

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.  CHORUS 
  

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone. 
Faultless to stand before the throne.  CHORUS 
  

 
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING    
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 



CLOSING SONG THIS IS AMAZING GRACE     Wickham 
  
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,  
whose love is mighty and so much stronger?  
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
  

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder,  
who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
  

CHORUS: This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
  that You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 
  You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 
  Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me. 
  

Who brings our chaos back into order, who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 
  

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.  CHORUS 
  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 



Serving in Worship 
  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER      Rev. Kelly Crabbe 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Gwen Geisler 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
 
 
  

ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock  
                     10:00           Don Loptien 
LECTOR           8:00    Benjamin Dallet 

             10:00    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Ian Avedissian 

                10:00    Nolan Pierce 
USHERS                      8:00 Barry Kratzer, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:00 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:00    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Sharon Seible, 

Laurel Shurtleff 
FLOWERS Edna & Linda Achziger, Happy Birthday 

to Jacob Achziger (96) and in loving 
memory of Bertha Propstein 

  
  

CCLI License #1903595 
 

 
 
Our homilist for today is Kelly Crabbe who lives locally in Lakewood. He served 
as an LC-MS Pastor for more than 20 years and has been serving as the head of 
spiritual care for the last 13 years for a medical company whose clientele is a 
population of poor, frail, elderly people in Colorado and throughout the U.S. 
Kelly is married to his lovely wife, Melanie, who grew up in Arvada. They’ve been 
married for more than 30 years and are blessed with three children, all now 
grown. Melanie is a Registered Occupational Therapist and sees her job as a 
ministry both to body and soul. We welcome them in our midst today as they 
bring God’s Word of hope in Christ to our congregation. 


