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ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
 
Angels at Work Defending Us 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
As a point of interest, “angels” are mentioned 88 times in the hymns of our Lutheran 
Service Book.  
 

The reality of an all-encompassing cosmic angelic conflict is not a concept that may 
often cross our minds. Yet in both the Old and New Testaments, the battle between 
good and evil, between God and His forces, and Satan and his allies is a prominent 
theme. On the day of St. Michael and All Angels, we reflect on that mighty battle and 
its combatants. We become part of the action and realize anew how costly the victory 
has been for Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who is worthy to receive our endless 
praise. The holy angels have been and continue to be God’s agents, surrounding us 
and ceaselessly working on our behalf! 



GATHERING SONG 
 
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!     Tomlin—Reeves—Cash 
  

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
  

CHORUS:  How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God! 
  And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
  

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  CHORUS 
  

 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
PASTORAL GREETING 
 

OPENING SONG  WHO YOU SAY I AM    Hillsongs 
  
Who am I that the highest King Would welcome me? 
I was lost but He brought me in Oh His love for me Oh His love for me 
  

CHORUS: Who the Son sets free Oh is free indeed 
  I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  

Free at last, He has ransomed me His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin Jesus died for me Yes He died for me  CHORUS 
  

In my Father’s house There’s a place for me I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  

I am chosen Not forsaken I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me I am who You say I am 
  

I am chosen Not forsaken I am who You say I am 
You are for me Not against me I am who You say I am 
I am who You say I am  CHORUS 
  

In my Father’s house There’s a place for me I’m a child of God Yes I am 
  

INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 



OPENING SENTENCES Luke 10:17–20; Psalm 104:31, 33–34 
 

Pastor: The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in Your name!” And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing 
shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

People: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in His 
works, I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my 
God while I have being. May my meditation be pleasing to Him, for I 
rejoice in the LORD. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our gracious Father. 
People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, 

judge of all people, we humbly confess our sins to You. We are by 
nature sinful and unclean. We have not followed Your law in our 
thinking, speaking, or doing. We have followed our own ways and 
have not obeyed Your commands. We repent of our transgressions 
and ask Your forgiveness. Renew us by the power of Your Holy Spirit 
that we may cast aside the works of darkness and live as Your faithful 
people who walk in the light of Christ. 

Pastor: In His mercy, God has promised to hear our confession and to respond 
with forgiveness and love. As a called and ordained servant of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

PRAYER Luther’s Morning Prayer      LSB, p. 327 
 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 
pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 
I WAS THERE TO HEAR YOUR BORNING CRY       WOV 770 

Holy Baptism         Bowen Luke Stewart 
                              LSB 268 – 271 
 



 WORD  
 

INTROIT Psalm 103:20–22, antiphon: v. 1 
 

People: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name! 

Women: Bless the LORD, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do His word, 
obeying the voice of His word! 

Men:  Bless the LORD, all His hosts, His ministers, who do His will! 
People: Bless the LORD, all His works, in all places of His dominion. Bless the 

LORD, O my soul! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name! 

 

Old Testament Reading: Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 
(The Book of Life contains the names of the faithful whom God will deliver.) 
  

A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. He said, 
"Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about 
to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you." And when he 
said this to me, I stood up trembling.  
Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set 
your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your 
words were heard, and I have come in response to them. But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 
Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 
for the vision concerns a time yet to come."  
 "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. 
There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of 
nations until then. But at that time your people--everyone whose name is found 
written in the book--will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the 
earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting 
contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and 
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 91 
 

People: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my 
God, in whom I trust.” 



Women: For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly 
pestilence. He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you will 
find refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

Men: You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor 
the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at 
noonday. 

People: A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but 
it will not come near you. You will only look with your eyes and see 
the recompense of the wicked. 

Women: Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—the Most High, 
who is my refuge—no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come 
near your tent. 

People: For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your 
foot against a stone. 

Men: You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you 
will trample underfoot. 

People: “Because he holds fast to Me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect 
him, because he knows My name. When he calls to Me, I will answer 
him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him and show him My salvation.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE: Revelation 12:7–12  
(The great war in heaven is won by Michael and his angel army.) 
 

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, 
and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and 
they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient 
serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was 
hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  
  "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and 
the authority of his Christ.  
For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down.  
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.  
Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!  
But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!  
He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short."  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



Congregation, please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:1–11  
(“Their angels always see the face of My Father.”) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven?"  
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: "I tell you 
the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. But if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned 
in the depths of the sea.  
"Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things 
must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! If your hand or your 
foot causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into 
eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown 
into the fire of hell.  
"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        Jenna Lawrenz 
 

SONG OF THE DAY WHOM SHALL I FEAR/GOD OF ANGEL ARMIES    Tomlin 
  

You hear me when I call. You are my morning song. 
Though darkness fills the night, it cannot hide the light. Whom shall I fear? 
  

You crush the enemy under my feet. 
You are my sword and shield, though troubles linger still. Whom shall I fear? 
  

CHORUS:  I know who goes before me, I know who stands behind: 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 

  

My strength is in your name, for you alone can save. You will deliver me.  
Yours is the victory. Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I fear? CHORUS 
  

And nothing formed against me shall stand! You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to your promises; You are faithful, You are faithful. 
  

And nothing formed against me shall stand! You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to your promises; You are faithful, You are faithful,  
You are faithful. CHORUS X2 
  

 The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
   

SERMON “Force Against Force”     Pastor John Larson 
          TEXT: Revelation 12:7-12 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  THE HEART OF WORSHIP       Redman 
  

When the music fades,  all is stripped away, and I simply come;  
Longing just to bring something that's of worth that will bless Your heart. 
  

CHORUS: I'll bring You more than a song,  
  For a song in itself is not what You have required. 
  You search much deeper within  through the way things appear; 
  You're looking into my heart. I'm coming back to the heart of worship, 
  And it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, 
  When it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  

King of endless worth, no one could express how much You deserve.  
Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is Yours, ev'ry single breath. CHORUS 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.              [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 
REVELATION SONG           Riddle 
  
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; Holy, holy is He; 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on heaven's mercy seat. 
  

CHORUS: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
  Who was and is and is to come; 
  With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
 You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
  

Clothed in rainbows of living color flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory  
And power be to You, the only wise King.  CHORUS 
  

Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, At the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water, 
Such a marvelous mystery, yeah.  CHORUS 
 
YOU ARE MY KING (AMAZING LOVE)       Foote 
  

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken.  
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
 because You died and rose again. 
  

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken.  
I'm accepted; You were condemned. 
I'm alive and well, Your Spirit is within me  
because You died and rose again. 
  

Amazing love, how can it be That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love, I know it's true; It's my joy to honor You.  
In all I do I honor You. 
  

You are my King. You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. 



JESUS PAID IT ALL          Grape/Nifong 
  

And I hear the Savior say Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness watch and pray Find in Me thine all in all 
  

CHORUS:  'Cause Jesus paid it all 
  All to Him I owe 
  Sin had left a crimson stain 
  He washed it white as snow 
  

Lord now indeed I find Thy pow'r and Thine alone 
Can change the leper's spots And melt the heart of stone  CHORUS 
  

And when before the throne I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save My lips shall still repeat  CHORUS 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING    
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG A MIGHTY FORTRESS    
  
A mighty fortress is our God A sword and shield victorious 
He breaks the cruel oppressor's rod And wins salvation glorious 
The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe 
With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight 
On earth he has no equal 
  

No strength of ours can match his might We would be lost rejected 
But now a champion comes to fight Whom God Himself elected 
You ask who this may be? The Lord of Hosts is He!  
Christ Jesus Mighty Lord God’s only Son adored 
He holds the field victorious 
  

CHORUS:  A Mighty Fortress (echo)  
Our God Victorious (echo) 

  

God’s word forever shall abide No thanks to foes who fear it 
For God himself fights by our side With weapons of the spirit 
Were they to take our house Goods honor child or spouse  
Though life be wretched away They cannot win the day 
The Kingdom’s ours forever  CHORUS 
  



CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGAN ASSISTANT     Diana Gaide 
YOUTH BAND Ashley Boeding, Brooke Boeding, Larry 

Boeding, Lilly Brinkman, Kayden Erling,  
Will Kopriva 

 
 
ELDER                Michael Lawrenz  
LECTOR           8:00    Dennis Lord 

             10:30    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Erik Schwerin 
USHERS                      8:00    Art Gordon, Members of the  

Congregation 
       10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Gloria Gaudreault,  

Cathy Utecht 
FLOWERS Bill and Vicki Redden, in joyful 

celebration of their 14th wedding 
anniversary. 
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