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PENTECOST 8 AND CELEBRATION OF PASTOR JOHN’S 35TH ORDINATION 
ANNIVERSARY 
 
Speaking an Unpopular Word  
 
God is the agent in the preservation and salvation of His people. In the Old Testament 
Reading, Amaziah forbids Amos to speak, but the prophet reveals how God chose him 
from nothing to be His spokesman, just as God has given grace to our Pastor Larson 
to be His hands and mouthpiece. Paul speaks to God’s activity in saving His people by 
choosing them for adoption as sons so that they might inherit the riches of His grace. 
Today we also celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the ordination into Ministry of our 
pastor, Rev. John Larson. We thank God for his work and call among us as he equips 
and encourages us to do our own Ministries. Celebrating with us are family and friends 
and former congregational members. Leading us in worship are: Revs. Daniel and 
David Larson, sons, and Rev. Larry McGurer, son-in-law. Welcome and thanks to them 
and to all who have joined us today for this special ministry milestone celebration! 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”    Diane Bish 
    
PASTORAL GREETING              Rev. David Larson 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL    Congregation, please stand and turn to follow the cross.   
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Lift High the Cross”        LSB 837 
 
INVOCATION                Rev. David Larson 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor: Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1 

People: An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children 
believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient.    
Titus 1:6 

Pastor: Steadfast love and faithfulness meet. 
People: Righteousness and peace kiss each other.  Psalm 85:10 

Pastor: Yes, the Lord will give what is good. 
People: Righteousness will go before Him.  Psalm 85:12-13 

Pastor: Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many 
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the Gospel. 

People: Therefore, I urge you to imitate me.  1 Corinthians 4:15-16 

Pastor: … as I follow the example of Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:1 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Yes, the Lord gives what is good. He sends His Word to every nation. But 

we have not always desired to hear His Word. We have not always done 
what His Word says. We have not always spoken His Word faithfully to 
others. Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have ignored Your Word. We confess that at times 

we have shamefully treated those who speak Your Word. We confess 
that we have desired our own way and not Your way. Restore us 
again, O God of our salvation, and put away Your indignation toward 
us! 

 



Pastor: In love, God chose us for adoption as His heirs through Jesus Christ. We 
have redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace. As a called and ordained servant of 
the risen Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing, that we should 
be holy and blameless before Him. 

 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE 
 
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
  let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “How Great Thou Art”     LSB 801 

Verse 3 solo 
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, You have made us heirs of Your kingdom through the blood of 
Christ. Bolster our courage that we speak Your word of repentance and 
forgiveness so that more of Your people might believe and receive You, 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 



Old Testament Reading: Amos 7:7-15         Rev. David Larson 
(Amaziah tells Amos to prophesy elsewhere, but Amos does as the Lord commands.) 
  

This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built 
true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD asked me, "What do 
you see, Amos?"  
"A plumb line," I replied.  
Then the Lord said, "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I 
will spare them no longer.  
   

"The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the sanctuaries of Israel will be 
ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam."  
   

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: 
"Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land 
cannot bear all his words. For this is what Amos is saying:  
   

" `Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile,  
away from their native land.' "  
   

Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. 
Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. Don't prophesy anymore 
at Bethel, because this is the king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom."  
Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was 
a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. But the LORD took me 
from tending the flock and said to me, `Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14           Rev. David Larson 
(Paul speaks of our redemption, adoption, forgiveness, and inheritance in Christ.) 
  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 
that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known 
to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed 
in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--
to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order 
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 



gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Gospel: Mark 6:14-29            Rev. David Larson 
(Herod puts John the Baptist to death.) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known. Some 
were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why 
miraculous powers are at work in him."  
Others said, "He is Elijah."  
And still others claimed, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago."  
But when Herod heard this, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has been raised 
from the dead!"  
For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife, whom he had married. For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful 
for you to have your brother's wife." So Herodias nursed a grudge against John 
and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and 
protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard 
John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.  
Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his 
high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. When the 
daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner 
guests.  
The king said to the girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 
And he promised her with an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half 



my kingdom."  
She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?"  
"The head of John the Baptist," she answered.  
At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: "I want you to give me 
right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter."  
The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
he did not want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner with orders 
to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought 
back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her 
mother. On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it 
in a tomb. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          Rev. David Larson 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB 686 
 
SERMON  “Headless, Not Gutless”              Rev. Daniel Larson 
             Text: Mark 6:14-29 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED          Text found in back of Hymnal 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH       Rev. Larry McGurer 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
For pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who proclaim God’s Word, that 
God would embolden them to speak His word of repentance and 
forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: With thanksgiving for the ministry of Pastor John Larson, for those who 

have believed and been strengthened in their faith, and for God’s continued 
blessings on the fruits of his labor, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For those who have not heard the message of Christ crucified and raised 

from the dead, that God would raise up faithful witnesses to speak His 
Word to all who do not believe, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For those who struggle to believe in Christ’s unwavering love, that the 

victory won by the risen Christ would pierce their darkness of doubt and 
despair, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: For all the rulers of the world, that God would turn their hearts to His will of 
mercy, peace, and justice, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For those who are sick and recovering, [especially . . .], that they rely on 

the steadfast love and faithfulness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Other intercessions may be added here… let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your promise to hear us. 
People: Amen. 
 
PAX DOMINI 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People: Amen. 
 

We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 

 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY “Draw Me Nearer”                 arr. Ovid Young 
           Duet: Pastor John Larson &  Michael Zehnder 
                  Diana Gaide, pianist 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE          Rev. Larry McGurer 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.                   2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              Colossians 3:1  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by His blood won for us redemption, 
and by His resurrection made us heirs of everlasting life. Therefore, with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
Tune: Nicaea, John B. Dykes, 1823–76. Public domain 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor John Larson:   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



Lord’s Prayer (Sung Responsively)    Pastor John Larson 
  

Our Father,        Our Father, 
Who art in heav’n       Who art in heav’n 

Hallowed be Thy name.     Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,     Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done         Thy will be done 
on earth      on earth 

as it is in heaven.    as it is in heaven. 
Please give us       Please give us 

our daily bread.        our daily bread. 
And forgive us      And forgive us 

all our sin,        all our sin, 
as we forgive.     as we forgive. 

Those who sin against us.      Those who sin against us. 
And lead us not        And lead us not 

in temptation,        in temptation, 
But deliver us        But deliver us 

from the evil one.         from the evil one. 
For the kingdom,         For the kingdom, 

pow’r, and glory are Yours,       pow’r, and glory are Yours, 
both now        both now 

and forevermore.        and forevermore. 
Amen.       Amen. 

Alleluia!       Alleluia! 
Amen.      Amen. 

Alleluia!       Alleluia! 
 

 



AGNUS DEI   

 
Text: Dorothy Schultz. © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. 
Tune: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792–1872. Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”        LSB 821 
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (Organ Only)          Paul Manz 
“Behold a Host Arrayed in White” (Pastor John favorite)   LSB 676 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (Pastor John favorite)    LSB 743 
 
GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING               Rev. Larry McGurer 

 

 



BENEDICTION                    Pastor John Larson 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

Congregation, please stand and turn to follow the cross.   
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN “Thy Strong Word”  (Verses 1, 3, 5)  LSB 578 
 
THANKS AND CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS    Pastor John Larson 
 
POSTLUDE “Thy Strong Word”      Benjamin Culli  

 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 

Pastor John’s Family participating or attending today: 
  

Rev. Daniel and Megan Larson – Patrick (crucifer) and Brennen 
Rev. David and Heather Larson – Grace, Eli, Micah, Lydia, and Abby 
Rev. Larry (son-in-law) and Eden McGruer – Joy, Isaac, and Asher 

 

Serving in Worship 
   
 

OFFICIANTS and CELEBRANTS Rev. Daniel Larson, Rev. David Larson, 
Rev. Larry McGurer 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael J. Zehnder 
 
 
 

ELDER       Don Loptien 
LECTOR       Rev. David Larson 
CRUCIFER             Patrick Larson, grandson 
USHERS                      8:00 Hank Peepgrass, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:00         Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
ALTAR GUILD Charmaine Rohde, Sharon Seible, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Carol Mickelson, in loving memory of 

Ron, never, ever forgotten. 
 

 
 

CCLI License #1903595 


