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Would you describe this time of the year as one of peace?  Maybe not.  We 
certainly don’t see a great deal of peace in the international world.  We haven’t 
seen peace in Washington D.C. for a long time.  There are too many stories 
about conflict occurring at work and within families and relatives. 
 

Is peace even possible?  And, by our own doing, we seem to schedule more 
things than the day can hold especially in these days before Christmas.  I 
imagine that a few of you were a few minutes late, or you broke a few traffic 
laws so you wouldn’t be late, to get here this evening.  Right now peace may 
not be what you really feel. 
 

But Christmas is Peace.  That is what Christ came to bring.  Isaiah the prophet 
spoke: 
 

 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
 on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, mighty God 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

 Micah wrote:  
 

 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
 majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for 
 then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their 
 peace.  
 

One of the hymns that reflects this peace is Silent Night, Holy Night.  We sing 
these three verses: 
 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 



ENJOY YOUR SALAD 
 

During your First Course – 
 

Get to know the people at your table.   
 

Speak about the obstacles that exist in your life for having peace (and 
quiet!!) during this Christmas time. 
 

What do you intentionally do, or have done, that has helped keep this 
season full of peace and joy? 
 

The Devotion 
 

Now that you have gotten something in your belly we’re going to speak about 
this peace of Christ in a fuller way.   This Advent, on Wednesday’s, I’ve been 
preaching about the Great Hymns of Advent.  The first was the Magnificat, Luke 
1:46-55; the second was the Benedictus, Luke 1:67-79.  As I read them notice 
the attributes of peace and joy that are found in every syllable.   God was in 
control.  His hand was bringing to fruition His great purposes. 

 

The third of the great hymns of Advent is the Nunc Dimittis, it is also called the 
Song of Simeon.  Luke 2:25-32. 

 

The hymn, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is a hymn whose words have been 
with us for about 900 years.  We sing three verses 

 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 

 O Come, O Come Emmanuel, 
 And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear. 
 

  Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
    Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
 O Come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
 And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

 
O come, Desire  of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace.  Refrain 



ENJOY THE MAIN COURSE 
 

Pastor will now dismiss your table.  But for those who get chosen last this year 
– you get to be the first to eat next year (that is, if you still sit with the same 
people!!)  This year Larry Westra’s table goes first – he was dead last in 2016. 
 

During this time of eating tell others about a great tradition you had when you 
were a child during Christmas.  Have you developed new ones?  As you speak 
to one another you might even come up with new ideas!! 
 

The Devotion 
 
Consider Simeon.  What do we know about him? 
 

Old?  Maybe!! 
 

Waiting.  Expecting.  For a Long Time. 
 

When did you have to wait and wait and wait?  Maybe it was Christmas Eve 
going from the church to your home, where presents awaited you, and it 
seemed that Dad took the longest and slowest route to get there!!  How well do 
you wait? 
 

But that was nothing in comparison with Simeon.  He had waited his whole life 
for “The Consolation of Israel” to arrive.  And now on the 40th day of Jesus’ life 
(The church calendar recognizes that day as February 2), Jesus was brought to 
the Temple in Jerusalem.   
 

And what did Simeon say?  “I can depart (die) in PEACE.” 
 

Do you remember how the old hymnal, the really old hymnal, that is, TLH – The 
Lutheran Hymnal used this song?  It was immediately after the reception of 
Holy Communion.  The thought is this – we can die, or we can live, in peace for 
we have seen Jesus in that meal.  In fact, wherever Jesus has chosen to reveal 
Himself in all of His grace, we depart in peace. 

 

We sing the gentle, peaceful hymn,  
 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
 

Gentle Mary laid her Child Lowly in a manger;  
There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, Can he be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor. 
 

Angels sang about His birth, Wise men sought and found Him;  
Heaven's star shone brightly forth Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing;  
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing.  

Gentle Mary laid her Child Lowly in a manger;  
He is still the Undefiled, But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story;  
Praise His Name in all the earth, Hail! the King of Glory! 



ENJOY DESSERT AND COFFEE 
 

Tell each other the favorite cookies that your grandmother or mother (or 
dad or grandpa) made.  Did you get to help?  Do you have some favorites 
that you make or purchase? 
 

What things can you do to be at peace or provide peace to others during 
these next few days? 

 

We conclude with a quiet, peaceful hymn.   
 

“Away In A Manger” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay. 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle ‘till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

And now receive the Benediction: 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen!! 

 

Many thanks to Joyce Wagner and Laurie 
Mullane and their host of elves for feeding 
us so well this evening!!  Thanks to Mike 
Zehnder for using his musical talents to 
help us worship this evening. 
 

Remember NO Sunday morning worship, 
this Sunday.  Christmas Eve Services at 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m.  Christmas Day at 9:30 a.m.   






