
Ascension Lutheran Church 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

 

November 5, 2017—8:00 am 

Feast of All Saints 

Life in this world has often been described as a “valley of tears.” You’ve been 
there, haven’t you? You shed tears when your body hurts due to an injury or 
when your heart hurts due to the death of one you love. You weep when you feel 
lonely or when your heart breaks out of sympathy for a friend. Life is filled with 
tears. In His compassion for you, Jesus enters this “valley of tears” through His 
life, suffering, and death so that He may eternally embrace you. And, because 
He is risen from the dead, Jesus promises to wipe away every tear from your 
eyes, enabling you to share in His resurrection victory. Today, as you celebrate 
those saints who have died in the faith, you may find yourself shedding tears, 
but you can do so with confidence that your risen and reigning Savior lives to 
wipe away the tears of all who trust in Him! 



OPENING SENTENCES LSB 677:1 
 

Pastor: For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
People: Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Pastor: Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
People: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: We are made saints by the blood of Jesus. We acknowledge, however, 
that we remain sinners in thought, word, and deed. Let us then confess 
our sins with the saints around us and before our forgiving God. 

 

We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sins and our need for the Savior. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Holy God, You have called us to obey You in all things and to live 

according to Your commands. We have failed to be obedient, even 
though You have set us apart to be holy. We have been sinful in our 
thoughts, words, and actions. We confess our faults and seek Your 
cleansing forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Saints of God, know that even as you confess your sins, you are forgiven 
by our God, the Holy One who has called you to be holy. As a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Hymn     For All the Saints  (Stanzas 4 - 6) LSB 677 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. We thank Thee, O God, for the saints of all ages; for those in 

times of darkness who kept the lamp of faith burning; for the great souls 

Divine Service 
 

Three Meditations on All Saints Day 
    

 Komm Susser Tod (Come Sweet Death) J.S. Bach 
 Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit (God’s Time is the Best Time) J.S. Bach 
 Behold a Host Arrayed in White Ferguson 
 

Pastoral Greeting PASTOR LARSON 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Worship Hymn     For All the Saints  (Stanzas 1 - 3) LSB 677 



Pastor: “I have heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord henceforth.’ ‘Blessed indeed’, says the Spirit, ‘that they may 
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them.’” In joyful expectation of 
the resurrection to life, we remember before you, O Lord, all our departed 
kin and friends who have gone before us in faith. We offer thanksgiving for 
the gift of faith and hold fast to the certainty of your promises...For those of 
our congregational family who these past twelve months have died in 
Christ: 

Florence Arndt  Mother of Ron 
John Crouch  Father of Dave 
Barb Holthaus  Mother of Kathy Johnson  
Andy & Linda Hrivnak  Parents of Barb Long & Sarah Buckman 
Wilma Imbusch  Mother of Tania Hale, Jodi Riegle, Denise Pruisner 
Ron Rohde Husband of Doris 
Margurite Rostad Mother of Karen Floodquist & Bob  Rostad 
Marilyn Saylor Mother of Angie Glavach, Great Grandmother of 

Ariana Checots  
Jayne Voyen Mother of Barb Norlie 
Ron Watson Husband of Mary 

who saw visions of large truth and dared to declare it; for the multitude of 
quiet and gracious souls whose presence has purified and sanctified the 
world; and for those known and loved by us, who have passed from this 
earthly fellowship into the fuller light of life with Thee. Amen. 

 

Congregation, please be seated. 

Terry Moore Mother of Heather Levrant   
Leonard Genung Father of Lisa O’Neal   
Mary Hendricks  Sister of Jim Finnessy   
Wanda Schlosser  Aunt of Anita Beresel  
Loretta Dettmer  Cousin of Anita Beresel  
Paula Lewis  Cousin of Anita Beresel  
Betty Kieselhorst  Sister of Doris Rohde   
Alyssa Anderson  Granddaughter of Lynn Williamson  
Shannon Lord-Wright  Sister of Dennis Lord   
Janet Achziger  Wife of Stoney, Daughter-in-law of Bill 
Pat Daniel  Wife of John  
Loralei James  Sister of Barb Bader 
Charles Kannerer  Brother of Cora Juoni  
Carol LaCross  Sister of Cathy Utecht   
Austin Raddeman  Great-Grandson of Mel   

Pastor: For those who have gone before us, 
People: We thank you, Lord. 
Pastor: For those in our extended congregational family who these past twelve 
   months died in Christ: 



Pastor: We remember others in our extended congregational family who have 
   gone to Christ in previous years. 
People: “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  
   (Revelation 2:10) 

Bob Wagner  Husband of Joyce, Father of Ronald, Brian &  
 Matthew 
Melvin Fryman Husband of Joan, Father of Michelle Delk 
Gordon Smith  Husband of Jini 
Bill & Lena Taylor  Parents of Jini Smith 
Eugene (Gene) Burba  Husband of Georgia 
Alvin Funk & Elsie Palm  Parents of Barb Bader 

Keith & Theresa Anderson   Parents of Judy Hermsmeyer  
Bill & Mae Hermsmeyer   Parents of Norm   
Gladys Nisbet & Frances Smith  Grandmother‘s of Larry Nisbet 
Martin & Edna Schnute   Parents of Ruth Nisbet   
Sara Lochhaas & Martha Schnute  Sisters of Ruth Nisbet   
Gary Price   Friend of Larry and Ruth Nisbet  
Zane & Esther Gordon  Parents of Art  

Pastor: “I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the  
   faith.” 
People: “Henceforth, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness  
   which the Lord, the righteous judge will award me on that day.” 
   (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

Charles Hanson  Brother of Gwen Geisler  
Merrill & Lydia Hanson  Parents of Gwen Geisler   
Walter & Ruth Geihsler  Parents of Ed Geisler 
Helen Geihsler  Aunt of Ed Geisler   
Eleanor Hovey  Aunt of John Rolling   
Ray & Shirley Shelton  Parents of Lori Rolling  
Charles & Arlene Rolling Parents of John 

Charles Valdez  Brother of Lee   
Sunny Weideman  Brother-in-law of Lorine Grau   
Joan Welch  Sister of Art Gordon   
David  Brother of Kathy Chamberlinn  
Harriet  Sister of Wilma Imbusch   
Jeremy Campbell    

Pastor: “Even to your old age, I am God, and to gray hairs I will carry you.”  
   (Isaiah 46:4) 
People: “To old age and gray hairs do not forsake me, until I proclaim your 
   might to another generation, your power to all those to come.” 
   (Psalms 71:18) 



Pastor: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 
   The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the Law. 
People: But thanks be to God! He gives us victory through our Lord, Jesus 
   Christ.” 
   (1 Corinthians 15:55-57) 

Arnold & Ilene Gehring Parents of Arnold 
Louis & Anita Vahle Parents of Marion Wilson 
Leon & Hester Wilson Parents of Brian   
Keith & Eunice Welch Brother-in-law and Sister of Marion Wilson  
Tina Williams Daughter of Charlotte Wilkinson, Mother of Aimee 

Dierking and Jennifer Bryant; Grandmother of   
 Tyler and Benjamin Dierking & Mason Bryant 
Betty Achziger  Wife of Bill   
Ed Achziger  Husband of Ed, Father of Linda  
Carla Achziger  Daughter of Edna, sister of Linda  
Jack Anttonen Husband of Joan, Father of Laura Dungan,  
 Grandfather of Lauren & Amanda Dungan 
Kathy & Chris Wiggins  Children of Clyde & Ruth  
Louis Brown  Grandson of Clyde & Ruth  
W.H. “Brink” Brinkman Wife, Eileen & Family 
George Kreye Husband of Lois 
Elias Briscoe Great Grandson of Lois Kreye 
Gil Fitzpatrick Husband of Millie   
Lawnie & Pearl Sturdevant Parents of Millie Fitzpatrick  

Pastor: “We, who are still alive and are left, will be caught up together with them in 
   the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
People: And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 
   (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) 

Bill Holthaus  Father of Kathy Johnson, Grandfather of Katie,  
 Brian & Kiersten 
John Dierking Husband of Charlene, Father of Brian & Jason; 

Grandfather of Tyler, Benjamin, Brilene &  
 Johnathan 
Ben Mullane Son of Jim & Laurie  
Kelly Baldwin  Sister of Laurie Mullane  
Eileen Raddeman  Wife of Mel, friend of Patti Zeggert 
Harold Haeffele Husband of Caroll  
Edgar & Laura Pointer  Parents of Lorine Grau   
Ernest & Tillie Grau  Parents of Del 
George & Hazel Loptien  Parents of Don 
Carl & Lucile Brakenhoff Parents of Marilyn Loptien  
Larry Brakenhoff  Brother of Marilyn Loptien   
Kim Bergman  Niece of Marilyn Loptien 

Hymn     For All the Saints  (Stanzas 7 - 8) LSB 677 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17 
(The white-robed multitude of saints worship before the throne of God.) 

 
 

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne,  and to the Lamb." All the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. 
They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: 
"Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!" Then one of the elders asked 
me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where did they come from?" I an-
swered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of the 
great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. Never 
again will they hunger;  never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon 
them, nor any scorching heat.  For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd;  he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes."  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Second Reading: I John 3:1-3 
(The purified saints are God’s beloved children.) 

 
 

See now, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, is about to take from Jerusalem and Ju-
dah both supply and support: all supplies of food and all supplies of  
water, the hero and warrior, the judge and prophet, the soothsayer and elder, 
the captain of fifty and man of rank, the counselor, skilled craftsman and clever 
enchanter.  

 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

Ministry of Music        Down By the Riverside John Rutter 
 Ascension Chorale 



Congregation, please rise. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12  
(Jesus blesses His saints as they come to Him.) 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying:  
 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are 
those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the  
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, be-
cause great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they  
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Hymn of the Day     Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 507 

Sermon     Who Sez? PASTOR LARSON 
 Text: 1 Peter 1:22-25 

Apostles’ Creed LSB (inside back cover) 



THE OFFERING 

Sharing of the Peace 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

 
You may now greet one another saying...Peace be with you 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
   according to their needs. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
   and honor and power and might be to You, O God, forever and ever. For 
   the grace we have received in Holy Baptism, the sustenance of Your Holy 
   Word, and our deliverance from darkness to light, all praise be to You  
   Almighty God. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Bless all Your people with receptive hearts and minds to hear and believe 
   Your holy Word that they may be preserved in true faith and lead holy 
   lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray Your blessing, help, comfort, and healing for all who are sick  or 
   suffering any illness, especially [_____________]. Guide and direct all 
   who minister to their various needs that they may be enabled to persevere 
   in faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting  in 
   Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Music at the Offerings            For All the Saints  arr. Dan Edwards 
    Gloria Dei Ringers 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
   gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
   this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
   after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
   saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
   people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For 
   as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
   Lord’s death until he comes. 

Consecration 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, 
believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, 
and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, 
the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to 
those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a 
blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is 
ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with 
“Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

Offertory Prayer 
 
Pastor: Let us pray,  
People: Lord Jesus, Your generosity knows no bounds! You provide all good 
   things in temporal and eternal life. Your Holy Spirit works faith in our 
   hearts to trust You for all things. Receive this small portion of all that 
   You have entrusted to our care. Use it to spread the Good News of 
   Your forgiving Gospel. We pray in Your most holy precious name. 
   Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

Hymns during the Distribution 
 
 For All the Saints arr. Nielson & Young 
  Diana Gaide, pianist 
 Jesus, Lead Thou On LSB 718 
 Behold a Host LSB 676 
 Beautiful Savior LSB 537 
 Verse 1          Men 
 Verse 2           Women 
 Verse 3           All, in Harmony 
 Verse 4           All, in Unison 



Communion Benediction 
 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
   in his grace.  
People: Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Pastor: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
   healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
   strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent love toward 
   one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
People: Amen. 

Benediction 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
   The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  
People: Amen. 

Congregational Concerns 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude           Hallelujeh Chorus (from Messiah) G. F. Handel 

Benediction Hymn     Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones (vs. 1, 3-4) LSB 670 



Serving in Worship 
 

 

 OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
 ELDER  8:00 Arvin Michel 
 10:30 Michael Lawrenz 
   MINISTER OF MUSIC - ORGANIST Michael Zehnder 
 INSTRUMENTALIST 8:00 Diana Gaide, piano 
 PRAISE TEAM  10:30 The Youth Band and Singers 
 LECTOR  8:00 Judy Finnessy 
 10:30 Dave Hitztaler 
 ACOLYTE  8:00 Josh Federico 
 10:30 Hannah Schmitt 
 USHERS  8:00 Art Gordan, Members of  the Congregation 
 10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of  the Congregation 
 ALTAR GUILD Gloria Gaudreault, Gloria Mielke, Cathy Utecht 
 FLOWERS Jim & Tanya Schmitt, in joyful celebration of   
  Hannah’s & Holly’s 13th Birthdays 
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