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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  

Life Everlasting 
  

AS WE GATHER   
 

In verse 2 of Genesis, chapter 1, it states that in the beginning, 
“darkness was over the face of the deep.” The first recorded words 
spoken by God are “Let there be light.” And there was light, created 
as part of God’s good creation. There is another darkness in the 
world now—the darkness of sin. But again we hear of God’s bringing 
light through Jesus, the Son of God, who says, “I am the light of the 
world.” As those who reflect the light of Christ, we have a clear vision 
not only of this darkened world but, as children of the true light, we 
can look forward to the brightness of the new heaven and the new 
earth promised by our Lord. 



GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

OCEANS                Crocker/Houston 
 

You call me out upon the waters, The great unknown where feet may fail. 
And there I find You in the mystery, In oceans deep, my faith will stand. 
 
CHORUS: And I will call upon Your name And keep my eyes above the waves. 
  When oceans rise, My soul will rest in Your embrace 
  For I am Yours and You are mine. 
 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters, Your sov'reign hand will be my guide. 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me,  
You've never failed and You won't start now.  CHORUS 
 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders, Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me. Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger In the presence of my Savior. 
 

I will call upon Your name, Keep my eyes above the waves. 
My soul will rest in Your embrace. I am Yours and You are mine. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Praise our God, all you His servants, you who fear Him, small and great. 
People: For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult 

and give Him the glory. 
Pastor: Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
People: for His judgments are true and just. 
Pastor: As children of the light and well beloved by our gracious God, let us come 

with confidence before the throne of grace to confess our sins and to 
receive absolution. 

People: Almighty God, whose compassion never fails, we come before You in 
penitence. We know that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that 
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Grant us 

PASTORAL GREETING                                        PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Contemporary Service:  
Order of Worship 

OPENING SONG               THIS IS AMAZING GRACE  Wickham 
 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,  
whose love is mighty and so much stronger?  
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

CHORUS: This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
  that You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 
  You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 
  Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me. 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order, 
who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 
 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 
shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.  CHORUS 



Your mercy, and spare us from the just punishment of our sin, which 
our Lord Jesus Christ has borne for us on the cross. Renew us by 
Your Hoy Spirit, that we may walk in the light of Your love, now and 
forever. 

Pastor: God has promised to grant His forgiveness to all who repent of their sins 
and turn to Him for mercy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. May our God keep you in His grace, lead 
you in ways of faith and obedience, and bring you to live with Him forever, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Holy Baptism                       William Michael Lucero
                  LSB 268 - 271 

(Sung as the Baptismal Party comes forward) 

Old Testament: Zephaniah 1:7-16 
(The Day of the Lord is coming near.) 

 
Be silent before the Sovereign Lord, for the day of the Lord is near. The Lord 
has prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. “On the day 
of the Lord’s sacrifice I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all those 
clad in foreign clothes. On that day I will punish all who avoid stepping on the 
threshold, who fill the temple of their gods with violence and deceit. “On that 
day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will go up from the Fish Gate, wailing from the 
New Quarter, and a loud crash from the hills. Wail, you who live in the market 
district; all your merchants will be wiped out, all who trade with silver will be 
destroyed. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those 
who are complacent, who are like wine left on its dregs, who think, ‘The Lord 
will do nothing, either good or bad.’ Their wealth will be plundered, their houses 

WORD 



Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
(Encouragement at the coming of the Lord.) 

 

Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to 
you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on 
them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. You are all children of the light and children of the day. 
We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like 
others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong 
to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of salvation as a helmet. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to 
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether 
we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

demolished. Though they build  houses, they will not live in them; though they 
plant vineyards, they will not drink the wine.” The great day of the Lord is 
near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the Lord is bitter; the 
Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. That day will be a day of wrath—a day of 
distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a 
day of clouds and blackness—a day of trumpet and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the corner towers. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 
(The parable of the use of the talents.) 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 
bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey. The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of 
gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of 
those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had 

Congregation, please stand. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 

received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ His master 
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ His master 
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he 
said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and 
hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ His master 
replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have 
put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest. ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to 
the one who has ten bags. For whoever has will be given more, and they will 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken 
from them. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

SONG OF THE DAY                   REVELATION SONG   Riddle 
 

Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; Holy, holy is He; 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on heaven's mercy seat. 
 

CHORUS: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
  Who was and is and is to come; 
 With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
 You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
 

Clothed in rainbows of living color flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory  
And power be to You, the only wise King.  CHORUS 
 

Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, At the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water, 
Such a marvelous mystery, yeah.  CHORUS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR 
 

“Deep and Wide” 
“Do Unto Others” 



SERMON              Pastor Larson 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the 
Lord using… 

 

Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG           MY SAVIOR MY GOD        Aaron Shust 
 

I am not skilled to understand what God has willed what God has planned 
I only know at His right hand Stands One who is my Savior 
  

I take Him at His word and deed Christ died to save me this I read 
And in my heart I find a need Of Him to be my Savior 
 

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I Before I knew my Savior 
  

CHORUS: My Savior loves my Savior lives My Savior's always there for me 
  My God He was my God He is My God is always gonna be (REPEAT) 
 

Yes living dying let me bring My strength my solace from this spring 
That He who lives to be my King Once died to be my Savior 
 

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I Before I knew my Savior  CHORUS 
 

My Savior lives my Savior loves  
My Savior lives my Savior loves my Savior lives 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was 
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord 
 our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks 
 and praise. 

HOLY  
COMMUNION 

 OUR LORD’S  
BODY AND BLOOD 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

LORD I NEED YOU          Maher 
 

Lord, I come, I confess. Bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without You, I fall apart. You're the one that guides my heart. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. Ev'ry hour I need You. 
  My one defense, my righteousness; Oh, God, how I need You. 
 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. Where grace is found is where You are. 
And where You are, Lord, I am free. Holiness is Christ in me.  CHORUS 
 

So, teach my song to rise to You When temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. Jesus, You're my hope and stay.  CHORUS 

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!  Tomlin—Reeves—Cash 
 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; Let all the earth rejoice,  
All the earth rejoice. He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
 

CHORUS:  How great is our God! Sing with me: How great is our God! 
        And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
 

And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; Beginning and the End,  
Beginning and the End. The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  CHORUS 

HOLY SPIRIT            Torwalt 

There's nothing worth more that will ever come close 
Nothing can compare; You're our living hope. Your Presence. 
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves, 
where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone, In Your Presence, Lord. 
 

CHORUS: Holy Spirit, you are welcome here;  
  Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere; 
  Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for, 
  To be overcome by your Presence, Lord.  
  Your Presence, Lord, Your Presence.   
 

There's nothing worth more that will ever come close 
Nothing can compare; You're our living hope. Your Presence. 
I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves, 
where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone,  
In Your Presence, Lord.  CHORUS 
 

Your Presence, Lord, Your Presence. Oh God how we love your Presence, Lord. 
Let us become more aware of your Presence;  
Let us experience the glory of your goodness.  CHORUS 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG                        LORD, REIGN IN ME Brown 
 

Over all the earth, You reign on high, 
every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power; 
  over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, 
  so won’t You reign in me again. 
 

Over every thought, over every word, 
may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing. 
So won’t you reign in me again. CHORUS X2 





Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER                Scott Luethy 
LECTOR           8:00    Scott Luethy 

             10:30    Carol Shepherd 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Ian Avedissian 

                10:30    Erik Schwerin 
USHERS                      8:00 Art Gordan, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Dave Hitztaler 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Gaudreault, Gloria Mielke, Cathy 

Utecht 
FLOWERS Charlotte Wilkinson, in loving memory 

of Harold and in honor of several 
November birthdays 

  
CCLI License #1903595 


