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REFORMATION DAY 
  

 AS WE GATHER   
 
“It’s still all about Jesus.” It was all about Jesus when the Lord God first prom-
ised a Savior to Adam, Eve, and their descendants. It was all about Jesus with 
every foretelling of the coming Christ by Old Testament prophets. It was all 
about Jesus at the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. It was all about Je-
sus as the apostle Paul penned, “We hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law” (Romans 3:28). It was all about Jesus when Martin Lu-
ther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on October 31, 1517. It’s still all about Jesus 
today as we receive the Means of Grace—Word and Sacrament. It will be all 
about Jesus when He returns in glory on the Last Day. As we observe the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, we celebrate that it always has been, and al-
ways will be, all about Jesus! 



† PREPARATION † 

 
 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Thy Strong Word”            arr. Benjamin M. Culli 
 
GREETING 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
              Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN       “Thy Strong Word”      (vs 4 – Choir Only)      LSB 578
            arr. Carl Schalk 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Small Catechism; Romans 3:22b–24 
 
,  
Pastor: Confession has two parts. 
People: First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 
not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 
before God in heaven. 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have placed other gods before You. We have failed to 
fear, love, and trust in You above all things. We humbly ask that for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

Pastor: For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. 
 
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 



† WORD † 

 
KYRIE       (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE    “This is The Feast”    (With Gloria Dei Handbell Ringers, arr. Hillert) 
 
 

 



SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us 
in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your 
Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Revelation 14:6–7 
(Fear God and give Him glory.) 

 
Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language and 
people. He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour 
of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the 
sea and the springs of water."  
  
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 

EPISTLE: Romans 3:19–28 
(A man is justified by faith.) 

 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable 
to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing 
the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  
 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 
which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as 
a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate 
his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 



beforehand unpunished-- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, 
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing 
the law? No, but on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is justified by faith 
apart from observing the law.  
  

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC      “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord”        by Craig Courtney 

Ascension Chorale 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31–36 
(The truth will set you free.) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free."  
They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been 
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?"  
Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a 
slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
  
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “A Mighty Fortress”  (vs 2 – Choir Only)            LSB 656 
 
 
 
SERMON                       “Proud?”         Pastor Larson 
 
                      TEXT: Romans 1:16-17 
 
NICENE CREED   (All Rise)                     Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord, our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble, beseeching Him to have mercy and hear us. 
 
Lord God, while we travel as pilgrims here on earth, give us comfort in the 
knowledge that You have called us to be Your disciples through water and 
the Word. In the midst of difficult times, when waters roar and foam and 
mountains tremble, give us confidence in knowing that we have been set 
free by the Son, and so we are free indeed! The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
 

Pastor: Lord God, as Your children, we are called to love You, our neighbor, and 
even our enemy. Give us willing hearts to love our neighbor as ourselves 
because You first loved us. The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Pastor: Lord God, You are greater than the one who is in the world, prowling and 
seeking to devour us. Deliver us from the old evil foe, knowing that he 
cannot harm us because he has been defeated by Your Son’s death and 
resurrection. Give us strength to resist Satan, and keep us firm in the faith 
You have given us. The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Pastor: Lord God, Your Son bought us with His lifeblood as the price. In Him, we 
are set free from sin, death, and the power of the devil. By Your Holy Spirit 
working through Your Word, preserve us in the one true faith, that we 
might abide in You until You bring us to the place You have prepared for us 
in Your house. The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Special petitions may be included here. 
 
Pastor: Lord God, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, confident 

that for the sake of Jesus, You hear and answer. Lord, have mercy! 
People: Amen. 



Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

Before we share our monetary gifts or come to the altar for forgiveness through 
Christ’s Body and Blood, we share Christ’s peace, greeting one another with the 

words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

OFFERING                          “God is Our Refuge and Strength”              by Allen Pote 
Ascension Chorale 

 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, 
believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and 
resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the 
center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those 
with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, 
are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief.  



† SACRAMENT † 

 
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 



SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy”    (Divine Service, Setting One) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created. You revealed Your gracious will through the 
prophets and sent Your Son, by whose death we have been given life. We 
come to Your Table in true faith, rejoicing to receive His body and blood, 
which save us from our sins and nourish us for eternal life. 
Gather us together with all the faithful at this meal, and receive us into the 
heavenly banquet where we shall give You all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 
Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and 
teach us to pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 

AGNUS DEI       (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Built on the Rock”   arr. Ovid Young          Diana Gaide, pianist 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”      LSB 655 
“Built on the Rock” (verses 1, 3, 5)      LSB 645 
“Onward Christian Soldiers”        LSB 662 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Let us pray Luther’s Morning Prayer. 
People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice”  (Verses 1-4)         LSB 556 
 
POSTLUDE “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”   





Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock 

             10:30    Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Jerry Peterson 

             10:30    Margo Pasha 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jake Faulk 

                10:30    Ethan Pankow 
USHERS                      8:00 Members of the Congregation 

10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 
Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    Helen Hartman 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Bri (Bly) and David Fort, in celebration 

of their wedding (October 27) 
  

CCLI License #1903595 


