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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
RESOLUTE BLESSINGS (God is so determined to bless us He uses even evil and 
ungodly systems for His purpose and holy will.) 
  

AS WE GATHER   
 
The Jewish people in exile in Babylon doubted God’s plan for them, but Isaiah 
gave them hope when he was inspired to write the Lord’s address to King 
Cyrus. God would use even this pagan ruler for the good of His people. And, 
indeed, they were able to return to the Promised Land through an edict of 
Cyrus. The people of Jesus’ day chafed under Roman rule, but Jesus taught to 
“render to Caesar” his due. It was under the Roman occupation, after all, that 
Jesus was born, lived, died, and rose for our salvation. Knowing that God is so 
resolute in His determination to use even evil and ungodly intentions for His 
purpose and holy will, we can live in peace. We can trust Him for our physical 
and spiritual needs. Paul commends the Church in Thessalonica for spreading 
the Gospel, though at the time Christianity was an illegal religion. Whenever we 
doubt God’s care, then the end of the story, God’s victory over all things, is our 
comfort for time and eternity. 





GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

LORD I NEED YOU          Maher 
 

Lord, I come, I confess.  
Bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without You, I fall apart. 
You're the one that guides my heart. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. Ev'ry hour I need You. 
  My one defense, my righteousness;  
  Oh, God, how I need You. 
 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 
Where grace is found is where You are. 
And where You are, Lord, I am free. 
Holiness is Christ in me.  CHORUS 
 
 

So, teach my song to rise to You When temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 
Jesus, You're my hope and stay.  CHORUS 

CORNERSTONE Morgan 
 
My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name. 
 
CHORUS:  Christ alone. Cornerstone. 
  Weak made strong in the Savior's love. 
  Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all. 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
My anchor holds within the veil.  CHORUS 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone. 
Faultless to stand before the throne. CHORUS 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 32:5; 124:8 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: Gracious heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that our faith wavers at times. We allow things of this 

world to produce uncertainty and fear within us. Although we believe 
in Your victory at the end of time, we fail to fully trust You to protect 
us and relieve our anxieties each day. Forgive us, strengthen our faith 
in Your almighty power and unconditional love, and turn us again 
toward Your will. Grant us to serve You in peace and joy. Amen. 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ with the Father and the Holy Spirit is Lord over all, 
who rules in power over temporal and eternal powers. Yet He came to 
earth as one of us, lived under earthly authorities, died to pay for all our 
sins, and rose victorious. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING SONG      LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH  Founds 
 
Lord, I Lift Your name on high; Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life; I’m so glad You came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 

PASTORAL GREETING       PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Contemporary Service:  
 

Order of Worship 



WORD 

Old Testament: Isaiah 45:1-7 
(The Lord tells King Cyrus He will use him for the sake of Israel.) 

 
"This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take 
hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open 
doors before him so that gates will not be shut: I will go before you and will 
level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of 
iron. I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so 
that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by 
name. For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by 
name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. I 
am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will 
strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, so that from the rising 
of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides me. I 
am the LORD, and there is no other. I form the light and create darkness, I bring 
prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
(Paul commends the Thessalonians for spreading the Gospel.) 

 
Paul, Silas and Timothy,  
   

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
 

Grace and peace to you.  
   

We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We 
continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, 
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among 



HOLY Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

(Jesus teaches about rendering civil authorities their due.) 
  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent 
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know 
you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with 
the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they 
are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"  
 

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying 
to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  
 

"Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is 
Caesar's, and to God what is God's." When they heard this, they were amazed. 
So they left him and went away. 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Congregation, please stand. 

you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of 
severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy 
Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 
The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your 
faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say 
anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave 
us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 
who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON    A Well Watered Garden     Pastor Mike Paulison 
               Text: Isaiah 58:1-2 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 

SONG OF THE DAY             GRACE LIKE RAIN     Todd Agnew 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound  That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found Was blind but now I see so clearly 
 
CHORUS: Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
  Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
  (They're washed away) 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed  CHORUS 
 
INSTRUMENTAL 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years Bright shining as the sun 
We've no less days to sing Your praise Than when we'd first begun  CHORUS X2 
 
Hallelujah yeah Hallelujah yeah 
Hallelujah yeah oh yeah 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord 
using… 

 

Peace be with you 

PRAYER 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG               HERE I AM TO WORSHIP  Hughes 
 
Light of the world,  
You stepped down into darkness,  
Opened my eyes, let me see.  
Beauty that made this heart adore You,  
Hope of a life spent with You. 
 
CHORUS: Here I am to worship,  
  Here I am to bow down, 
  Here I am to say that you’re my God. 
  You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
  Altogether wonderful to me. 
 
King of all days,  
Oh so highly exalted, 
Glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly You came to the earth You created, 
All for love’s sake became poor.  CHORUS 
 
Here I am to worship,  
Here I am to worship. 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the 
 Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the 
 Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him 
 thanks and praise. 

HOLY  
COMMUNION 

OUR LORD’S  
BODY AND BLOOD 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

HOW GREAT THOU ART         LSB 801 

IN CHRIST ALONE Townend—Getty 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found.  
He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, 
up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death. 
This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

CHANGE MY HEART, OH GOD  Espinosa 
 
Change my heart, Oh God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, Oh God; may I be like you. 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me; This is what I pray. 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG           MY SAVIOR MY GOD        Aaron Shust 
 

I am not skilled to understand what God has willed what God has planned 
I only know at His right hand Stands  
One who is my Savior 
  

I take Him at His word and deed Christ died to save me this I read 
And in my heart I find a need  
Of Him to be my Savior 
 

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I  
Before I knew my Savior 
  

CHORUS: My Savior loves my Savior lives  
  My Savior's always there for me 
  My God He was my God  
  He is My God is always gonna be (REPEAT) 
 

Yes living dying let me bring My strength my solace from this spring 
That He who lives to be my King  
Once died to be my Savior 
 

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I  
Before I knew my Savior  CHORUS 
 

My Savior lives my Savior loves 
My Savior lives my Savior loves my Savior lives 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. Michael Paulison 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Bill Redden 

             10:30    Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Dana Thom 

             10:30    Margo Pasha 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Ian Avedissian 

                10:30    Ben Dierking 
USHERS                      8:00 Hank Peepgrass, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Margo Pasha 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Charles & Gloria Mielke, in celebration 

of Gloria’s birthday (October 24) 
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