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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
Laboring for the Lord 
  

AS WE GATHER 
  
Our reward for being called to work in God’s kingdom does not change based on 
how long we have been in our Lord’s service. After all, we are saved by grace 
through faith, not by works. Isaiah’s call for the wicked and unrighteous to return 
to the Lord shows God’s immense compassion for all people, no matter when 
they return to Him. God’s ways are not our ways, yet we continue to work in His 
kingdom until He calls us when we die. Paul is struggled with a desire to depart 
and be with Christ and a desire to go on living and laboring for the Lord. Death 
and life contend, but Paul knows life will win. He knows that Jesus will return, 
raise the dead, and dwell with them forever. 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE                                   “Chaconne”     L Couperin 
 
GREETING 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 



OPENING HYMN                  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                LSB 821 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 27:1, 4a, 5 

 

Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
People: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; 
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high 

upon a rock. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 27:6, 9; Isaiah 55:6–7 
 

Pastor: As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of 
God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and co-
workers. 

People: We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His 
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will. 

 

Pastor: We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Pastor: Lord, hide not Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger. 
People: Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation! 
Pastor: The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon 

Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may have compassion 
on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” The Lord is near to 
you. He has drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ, whose death and 
resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. And now my head shall be lifted up. I will offer sacrifices with 
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

 
 
 



 WORD  
 
KYRIE “Kyrie-II” (Sing the Latin Words)      [LSB 944] 

 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”        

LSB 946 

 



SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on 
anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:6–9 

(“Return to the Lord, that He may have compassion.”) 
  
Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  
Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him,  
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  
   

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"  
declares the LORD.  
"As the heavens are higher than the earth,  
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
EPISTLE: Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

(Death and life contending) 
  

Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the 
whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because 
of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak 
the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  
  

For I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 



or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far;  but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in the faith,  so that through my being with you again your 
joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.  
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, 
I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith 
of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 
This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved--and 
that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC    “Alleluia”      Ascension Chorale      Reece 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

(The parable of the laborers in the vineyard) 
  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius 
for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  
"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. He told them, `You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.' So they went.  
"He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same 
thing.  
About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He 
asked them, `Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?'  
" `Because no one has hired us,' they answered.  
"He said to them, `You also go and work in my vineyard.'  
"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, `Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going 
on to the first.'  
"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a 



denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive 
more. But each one of them also received a denarius.  When they received it, 
they began to grumble against the landowner. `These men who were hired last 
worked only one hour,' they said, `and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  
"But he answered one of them, `Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you 
agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who 
was hired last the same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?'  
"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” (verses 1-5)            LSB 555 
 
SERMON           Pastor Larson 
  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                               Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Dear heavenly Father, You are the Lord of the harvest. Raise up 
missionaries who are willing to spread the Gospel of life and salvation to 
the ends of the earth. Grant them confidence and zeal to do Your work. 
Send Your Holy Spirit into the hearts of those who will hear the Word of 
Christ, that they may believe in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, You are our rock and our refuge. Grant Your peace to all those who 
live in fear, especially immigrants, refugees, and all who are oppressed. Be 
their light and their salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon those who are homeless, unemployed, or 
underemployed. Grant them patience in the midst of suffering and 
meaningful vocations in Your perfect timing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, we know that Your ways are not our ways, but sometimes we fail to 
understand Your will. Strengthen the hearts of those who are coping with 



disappointment, especially those struggling with infertility or miscarriage. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, be with those who are nearing the end of life. Send them comfort and 
strength as they will soon rest from their labors. Point them to the hope of 
Christ’s return and the resurrection of the dead. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, we ask Your blessing and healing upon all who are sick or 
recovering, [especially . . .]. Cheer their hearts and heal their bodies 
according to Your perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, comfort those who mourn the death of loved ones, [especially . . .]. 
We know that to live is Christ and to die is gain. Keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus, hopeful for His return, our resurrection, and the restoration of all 
creation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord, You are the source of every good and perfect gift. We rejoice today 
with those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and other special 
occasions, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Finally, Lord, guide Your Church to live in a manner worthy of the Gospel of 
Christ, standing firm in unity and truth as a witness to the world of Your light 
and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We ask all of these things in Your name, O Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
  
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 
 

 



OFFERING        “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”   Paul Manz 
 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN “Create in Me, O God, a Clean and Pure Heart” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 



 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
 



SANCTUS  “Holy Lord of Power and Might”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks for the 
redemption and forgiveness that overflows from the cross of Christ and is 
present in this Sacrament. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully 
eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, forgiving others as we have been 
forgiven. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 
22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
AGNUS DEI “O Christ, God’s Sacrificial Lamb”  
 

 
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“You Are My Hiding Place”    arr. Tom Keene, Diana Gaide, pianist 
“Lord of all Hopefulness”         LSB 738 
“Greet the Rising Sun”                LSB 871 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”        LSB 643 
 
 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS   
 

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.      

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling”         LSB 827 
 
POSTLUDE         “March in D”        J.S. Bach 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 



 
 

Serving in Worship 
  

  

  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock 

             10:30    Scott Luethy 
LECTOR           8:00    Dennis Lord 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Reese Stone 

                10:30    Ben Dierking 
USHERS           8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    Dave Hitztaler 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Sharon Seible, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Mary Hert in loving memory of her son, 

Scott Hert, and her niece, Dayni 
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