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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Laboring for the Lord 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Our reward for being called to work in God’s kingdom does not change based 
on how long we have been in our Lord’s service. After all, we are saved by 
grace through faith, not by works. Isaiah’s call for the wicked and unrighteous 
to return to the Lord shows God’s immense compassion for all people, no 
matter when they return to Him. God’s ways are not our ways, yet we continue 
to work in His kingdom until He calls us when we die. Paul is struggled with a 
desire to depart and be with Christ and a desire to go on living and laboring for 
the Lord. Death and life contend, but Paul knows life will win. He knows that 
Jesus will return, raise the dead, and dwell with them forever. 





GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHANGE MY HEART, OH GOD  Espinosa 
 
Change my heart, Oh God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, Oh God; may I be like you. 
You are the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me; This is what I pray. 

HALLELUJAH                Brenton Brown | Brian Doerksen 
 

Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain Firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me 
 

CHORUS:  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
 

Your love is surprising I can feel it rising 
All the joy that's growing Deep inside of me  
Ev'ry time I see You All Your goodness shines through  
I can feel this God song Rising up in me   CHORUS 
 

Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging 
Your love is a mountain Firm beneath my feet 
Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me  CHORUS 
 

Yes You make me sing  Lord You make me sing sing sing 
Lord You make me sing  CHORUS X2 
 

Lord You make me sing  How You make me sing 

Contemporary Service: 
 

Order of Worship 

PASTORAL GREETING        PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of 

God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and co
-workers. 

People: We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His 
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will. 

 

Pastor: We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Pastor: Lord, hide not Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger. 
People: Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation! 
 

Pastor: The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call 
  upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the  
  unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may have 
  compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” The 
  Lord is near to you. He has drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ,  
  whose death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a 
  called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all 
  your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

People: Amen. And now my head shall be lifted up. I will offer sacrifices with 
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

OPENING SONG                             BEAUTIFUL ONE Hughes 
 
Wonderful, so wonderful, is Your unfailing love. 
Your cross has spoken mercy over me. 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard,  
no heart could fully know 
how glorious, how beautiful You are. 
 
CHORUS: Beautiful One, I love You, 
  beautiful One, I adore, 
  beautiful One, my soul must sing. 
 
Powerful, so powerful, Your glory fills the skies, 
Your mighty works displayed for all to see. 
The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing. 
How marvelous, how wonderful You are. CHORUS  
 

My soul, my soul must sing, My soul, my soul must sing 
My soul, my soul must sing: Beautiful One! 



WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:6–9 
(“Return to the Lord, that He may have compassion.”) 

  
Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  
Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him,  
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  
   

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"  
declares the LORD.  
"As the heavens are higher than the earth,  
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE: Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
(Death and life contending) 

  
Now I want you to know, brothers, 
that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel. 
As a result, it has become clear 
throughout the whole palace guard 
and to everyone else that I am in 
chains for Christ. Because of my 
chains, most of the brothers in the 
Lord have been encouraged to speak 
the word of God more courageously 
and fearlessly.  
 

For I know that through your prayers 
and the help given by the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, what has happened to 
me will turn out for my deliverance. I 
eagerly expect and hope that I will in 



no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always 
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live 
is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between 
the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 

 
but it is 

more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that 
I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the 
faith, 

 
so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will 

overflow on account of me.  
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my 
absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for 
the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will 
be saved--and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
(The parable of the laborers in the vineyard) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius 
for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  
"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace 
doing nothing. He told them, `You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.' So they went.  
"He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same 
thing.  
About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He 
asked them, `Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?'  
" `Because no one has hired us,' they answered.  
"He said to them, `You also go and work in my vineyard.'  
"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, `Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and 
going on to the first.'  
"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received 

Congregation, please stand. 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Larson 

SONG OF THE DAY                      LORD REIGN IN ME Brown 
 

Over all the earth, You reign on high,  
every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim is that  
You’d reign in me again. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power;  
  over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, so won’t You reign in me again. 
 

Over every thought, over every word,  
may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing.  
So won’t you reign in me again. CHORUS 

a denarius. So when those came 
who were hired first, they 
expected to receive more. But 
each one of them also received a 
denarius. 

 
When they received it, 

they began to grumble against 
the landowner. `These men who 
were hired last worked only one 
hour,' they said, `and you have 
made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the work 
and the heat of the day.'  
"But he answered one of them, 
`Friend, I am not being unfair to 
you. Didn't you agree to work for 
a denarius? Take your pay and 
go. I want to give the man who 
was hired last the same as I 
gave you. Don't I have the right 
to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?'  
"So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last."  
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of  
  the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O  
  Christ. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING SONG                   MORE LOVE, MORE POWER Hierro 
 

More love, more power, More of You in my life; 
More love, more power, More of You in my life.  
And I will worship You With all of my heart, 
And I will worship You With all of my mind, 
And I will worship You With all of my strength, 
You are my Lord, You are my Lord. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of 
the Lord using… 

 

Peace be with you 

SERMON               Pastor Larson 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PRAYER 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

HOLY COMMUNION   
OUR LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME LSB 761 

SPIRIT SONG  Wimber 
 

Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love, 
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
Oh, let Him have those things that hold you, 
And His Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole 
 

CHORUS: Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
   Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
    

Oh, come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy, 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
Oh, give Him all your tears and sadness,  
give Him all your years of pain, and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. CHORUS 

HE KNOWS MY NAME  Walker 
 

I have a Maker, He formed my heart. 
Before even time began, my life was in His hand. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call. 
 

I have a Father, He calls me His own. 
He’ll never leave me no matter where I go. 
He knows my name, He knows my ev’ry thought. 
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call, 
He hears me when I call. 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG                    SOON AND VERY SOON   WOV 744 
 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King. 
 

CHORUS:  Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 
                   Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King.  CHORUS 
 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King.  CHORUS 
 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King.  CHORUS  



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock 

             10:30    Scott Luethy 
LECTOR           8:00    Dennis Lord 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Reese Stone 

                10:30    Ben Dierking 
USHERS           8:00    Larry Nisbet, Members of the  
        Congregation 

10:30    Jason Dierking, Members of the  
     Congregation 

SERVER         10:30    Dave Hitztaler 
ALTAR GUILD Sally Atchison, Sharon Seible, Barb 

Williams 
FLOWERS Mary Hert in loving memory of her son, 

Scott Hert, and her niece, Dayni 
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