
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

LITTLETON, COLORADO 
   

September 10, 2017 

 8:00 am 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Apple of His Eye/Education Sunday 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 

This weekend we celebrate the ministry of Apple of His Eye (AOHE) Mission 
Society.  We urge you to prayerfully support this Mission Society leading the 
effort in bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel as a 
Registered Service Organization of the LCMS. 

Today is also the day we highlight our Educational Ministries at Ascension, 
with Dedication of Staff and Teachers, Presentations of Bibles and 
Catechisms, and Presentation of Perfect Attendance Awards in Sunday 
School.  God bless and keep our teachers and students in strong and living 
faith that we might be fruitful for Him! 



†  PREPARATION † 

 

PRELUDE “The God of Abraham Praise”           Michael Burkhardt   

GREETING              Pastor Larson 

TOLLING OF THE BELL  
 

 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 133:1-3   

Pastor: Let us join our hearts to worship… 

People:  Behold how good and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in unity!  It is like precious 
oil poured on the head, running down on the 
beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down 
upon the collar of his robes.  It is as if the dew of 
Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the 
LORD bestows his blessing, even 
life forevermore. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  (Hebrew blessing is given as candles are being lit) 
 

Leader:    Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam, asher Kiddishanu b'Y'shua 
HaMashiach, or Ha Olam 

 People:  Blessed art Thou O Lord our God King of the universe who sanctifies 
us in Y'shua, light of the world.  

 

OPENING HYMN      “The God of Abraham Praise”   (verses 1-3, 8-9)  LSB 798 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE SHEMAH  (remain standing) 
 

Leader:    Shemah Y'srael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad. 

People:   Hear O Israel, the Lord our God the Lord is One. 

Leader:    Baruch Shem K'vod Malchuto L'olam V'ed. Veahafta et adonai elohecha 
u'vkol l'vavecha, u'vkol nafshecha, u'vchol meodecha 

People:   Blessed be His name, whose glorious kingdom is forever and ever. 
And you shall love the Lord Your God with all your heart and all your 
mind and all your soul. 



Leader:    Veahafta lereicha k'mocha 

People:   And you shall love your neighbors as yourselves. 

Leader:    On these two commandments pivot all the law and the prophets. 
 

AVINU MALKEINU (Our Father, Our King) 

Leader:    Avinu Malkeinu, avinu malkeinu, avinu malkeinu haneinu v'aneinu, ki ayn 
banu ma-asim. Asey imanu tzedakah v'chesed, Asey imanu tzedakah 
v'chesed v'hosheinu.  (Our father, our King, have mercy upon us, for we 
have no merit in ourselves to save ourselves.) 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 16:25; Jeremiah 15:19 
 

Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will find it.” Let us empty ourselves of our fears 
and failures, confessing our sins and asking God to fill us with His peace. 

People: Eternal God who calls us to repentance, we are grateful for the 
opportunity to answer Your call, to forsake our sins, and to turn to You 
with all our hearts. Yet we know that repentance is sometimes 
difficult. We know that there have been times when we have resolved 
to mend our ways and did not succeed. Even our admission that we 
have done wrong does not come easily: our pride is as tall as the 
mountains, our vanity is as wide as the sea; and excuses abound. But 
before you there are no secrets. To You all stands revealed. Our 
pettiness and our greed, our selfishness and our weakness, our 
running to do evil and our limping to do good - all these are known to 
You. On this day, we yearn to become better than we have been, not 
because of our merit, but because of your grace which is more than 
sufficient for us. For You, O Lord, have given us this great gift of 
redemption through Y'shua, our Messiah. Open our hearts to the call 
of this day, may our prayers remain with us and renew us through 
your Spirit. Create in us clean hearts O God through our Messiah. 

Pastor: Thus says the Lord, “If you return, I will restore you.” Upon this your 
confession, I as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the †  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

KYRIE 

Pastor:     In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:     For the peace from above, and for the salvation of both Jew and Gentile, let 
us pray to the Lord 



People:    Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:     For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

People:    Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:     Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord of all tribes, races and 
peoples. 

People:    Amen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE     “By All Your Saints in Warfare”  (verses 1, 19, 3)          LSB 518 

 

†  WORD † 

 

BLESSING BEFORE THE SCRIPTURE READING 

Leader:    Barkhu et Adonai ham'vorakh. Baruch Adonai ham'vorakh L'Olam va'ed. 
Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher bakarbanu mikol 
hamin, v'natanlanu et torahto. Baruch attah Adonai, notain ha-torah. 

People:   Bless the LORD, the blessed One. 

          Blessed be the LORD the blessed One forever and ever. 
Blessed are You, O LORD our God, King of the Universe, 
who chose us from all nations and gave us His Scriptures. 
Blessed are You, O LORD, Giver of the Scriptures. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Leviticus 23:23-31 

(The Day of Atonement)  

 

The LORD said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites: 'On the first day of the seventh 
month you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with 
trumpet blasts. Do no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD 
by fire.'"  The LORD said to Moses, "The tenth day of this seventh month is the 
Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred assembly and deny yourselves, and present 
an offering made to the LORD by fire. Do no work on that day, because it is the 
Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for you before the LORD your God. 
Anyone who does not deny himself on that day must be cut off from his people. 
I will destroy from among his people anyone who does any work on that day. 



You shall do no work at all. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations 
to come, wherever you live.  

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

   

EPISTLE: Romans 10:1-10 

(Paul prays for the salvation of the Israelites) 

  

Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may 
be saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their 
zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that 
comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God's righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes.  Moses describes in this way the 
righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by 
them." But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 
'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) "or 'Who will 
descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 
does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that 
is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, 
"Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

   

 Congregation, please stand. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-17 

(The Key Question: “Who do YOU say I am?” 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  They replied, "Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets."  "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon 



Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Jesus replied, 
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, 
but by my Father in heaven. 

  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



HYMN OF THE DAY “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”              



SERMON      “One Tough Step”       

            Pastor Larson, TEXT: Matthew 18:1-20  

 

APOSTLE’S CREED   (Messianic Version) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Y'shua the Messiah, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Ruach Ha-kodesh** and born of the Virgin Miriam. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to Sheol. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Ruach Ha-kodesh, the holy congregation, the fellowship of 
His people, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Omein.   
        

 ** (Holy Spirit) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for Your whole creation but 
especially for Your grace by which You invite all sinners, Jews and Gentiles, 
into Your saving presence through the cross and resurrection of Your Son. 
Give us all the power to turn in true repentance of our sin to receive Your 
glorious promised forgiveness and gift of eternal life. Adonai, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lead all whom You have called to shepherd Your people in Your Holy 
Church, including the leaders of The Apple of His Eye.  Grant them and us 
to faithfully preach the Word of the cross of Christ and proclaim His 
salvation to the joy and salvation of the souls of many. Adonai, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Comfort and bring peace, patience, and healing to all who are in sorrow or 
need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. Give steady faith and 
confidence to those for whom death draws near. Adonai, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Bless the schools of our Lutheran Church and all colleges, universities, and 
centers of learning, and those who teach and work in them. Bless 



HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, 
believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, 
and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, 
the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to 
those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a 
blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is 
ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with 
“Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

Ascension’s Sunday School and Preschool Teachers, Wednesday Night 
Live teachers, Adult Bible Study Leaders and HomeWord Small Groups. 
Open the ears of your children, youth and adults to know you and grant 
Your wisdom in such measure that all of us may serve You honorably in 
church and country, that our lives may be conformed to the ways of Your 
truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Individual petitions may be added here. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

 

(We greet one another with a word of reconciliation, such as “Peace be with you.” 

 

OFFERINGS      

  

OFFERTORY       “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”                Michael Burkhardt
  

 

    

DEDICATION OF EDUCATION STAFF AND TEACHERS  



 †  SACRAMENT † 

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.         

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 



SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       (Consecration) 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My X body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My X blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes.      1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.         Revelation 22:20 

 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                (Inside Back Cover)  



AGNUS DEI      (Lamb of God) 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

“Your Table I Approach”         LSB 625  

“Not What These Hands Have Done”       LSB 567 

“Be Strong in the Lord”          LSB 665 

“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”       LSB 937 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: You have called us, O Lord, to the blessed way of taking up our cross and 
following You. We give You thanks for Your gifts of repentance, faith, and 
the strengthening of our faith, that we may walk in newness of life today, 
tomorrow, and forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 



 

NUNC DIMITTIS (Song of Simeon) 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Divine Service, Setting Three) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BENEDICTION Based on Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 8:39 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN             “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”   LSB 936 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS   

  

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

  

POSTLUDE             “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”                   composer, Cherwien 





Serving in Worship 
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT  Rev. John Larson, Pastor 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 
  

ELDER  8:00   Arvin Michel 

 10:30   Don Loptien 

PRAISE TEAM  10:30   Agapes 

LECTOR  8:00   Norm Finfrock 

     10:30   Margo Pasha 

ACOLYTE  8:00   Camryn Goff 

        10:30   Isiah Ortiz 

USHERS   8:00   Larry Nisbet, Members of the   

    Congregation 

 10:30   Jason Dierking, Members of the   

    Congregation 

SERVER 10:30   Helen Hartman 

ALTAR GUILD     Sally Atchison, Sharon Seible, Barb Williams 

FLOWERS     Bob & Carol Stamp in joyous celebration of 

    their 61st anniversary 
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