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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
  
He Still Comes 
  

AS WE GATHER   
 

Sadly, there have been assassinations throughout history. Perhaps 
the death of Presidents Abraham Lincoln or John F. Kennedy comes 
to mind. If these leaders had known that death was on the horizon, 
would they have changed their itineraries? Would Lincoln still have 
gone to Ford’s Theatre? Would Kennedy still have traveled to Dallas? 
Jesus is different. Jesus knows His death is looming. Yet He still 
willingly travels the road to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Jesus knows 
that cries of “Hosanna” will soon be drowned out by cries of “Crucify.” 
Jesus knows the pain He will endure and the sin He will carry. But 
Jesus still comes. There’s no change in travel plans. Jesus has come 
to earth for this very reason, to suffer and die so that, in faith, you 
have forgiveness and life. 
  



 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE     
 
GREETING 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”       LSB 341 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Mark 11:9–10 

 

Pastor: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
People: Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 
All:  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE John 8:12; John 1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

 
Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine Your Church. 



 

HYMN  “Light One Candle”        BOB 145 
Text: Natalie Sleeth, 1930–92. Copyright © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
 

 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 64:6, 9 

 

Pastor: “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away.” 
 
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 



before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
Pastor: “Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all Your people.” 
 
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and 
in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

 WORD  
 
ADVENT VERSE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Verses. 1–2)  LSB 357 
 
 
INTROIT Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 
 
Pastor: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 
To You, O LORD,  
   I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
   let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
   they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 
 
 



KYRIE “Kyrie-II”  (Sing the traditional Latin words)   LSB 944 
 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O Lord, Your Son comes humbly amid cries of hosanna; 
People: grant that hosanna may be our cry too as we look to the King of kings 

for our salvation; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

 

Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9 
(“Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down.”) 

  
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 
tremble before you! As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to 
quake before you! For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you 
came down, and the mountains trembled before you. Since ancient times no one 
has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
acts on behalf of those who wait for him. You come to the help of those who 
gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against 
them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? All of us have become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel 
up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your 



name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and 
made us waste away because of our sins. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We 
are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be angry 
beyond measure, O LORD; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look upon us, 
we pray, for we are all your people.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  

Epistle: I Corinthians 1:3-9 
(He will sustain you to the end.) 

  
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
   

I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For 
in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your 
knowledge—because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 
Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  

Congregation, please rise. 
 
GOSPEL VERSE “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  (St. 1: LSB 338) 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Public domain 

 
GOSPEL: Mark 11:1–10 

(“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”) 
 

  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of His disciples and said to them, “Go into 
the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 



tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to 
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it 
back here immediately.’ ” And they went away and found a colt tied at a 
door outside in the street, and they untied it. And some of those standing 
there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And they told 
them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt 
to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and He sat on it. And many spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had 
cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who followed 
were shouting, 

 
People: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed 

is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
  
HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Advent of Our King”    LSB 331 
 
SERMON   Upsetting News          Pastor Larson  
                  TEXT: Mark 1:1-8 
 
NICENE CREED        (Inside Back Cover of Hymnal) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us come before our Lord in prayer, asking Him to hear our prayer and 
grant us hope. 
 
Lord of hope, during this season of Advent, prepare our hearts that we 
would be made ready to receive Your Son as He comes in His incarnation 
and birth, but also in His body and blood. Make us ever ready for His final 
coming on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant us hope. 
Pastor: Lord of hope, You have called Your Church to bear witness to Christ’s 

redeeming work. Grant that we boldly proclaim the Good News of the One 
who brings joy to the world through His life, death, and resurrection, that all 
who hear it may receive the gift of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant us hope. 
Pastor: Lord of hope, You have instructed us to pray for workers in Your harvest 

field. Raise up faithful and loving teachers of Your Word so that Christ may 
be proclaimed near and far. Make us Your instruments to encourage and 
equip individuals for work in Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant us hope. 



Pastor: Lord of hope, we ask that You stretch forth Your almighty arm to protect the 
men and women who serve in the Armed Forces of our land. Support them, 
granting them courage and loyalty. Strengthen them to serve with integrity 
and honor. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant us hope. 
Pastor: Lord of hope, You are the creator and sustainer of all things. According to 

Your will, grant healing to those who suffer in body and mind. Look with 
favor upon Your servants, [especially . . .], and if it is Your will, restore them 
to health, or give them grace to accept tribulation, knowing that Your grace 
is sufficient for them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer and grant us hope. 
Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

and Your promise to hear us for the sake of the One in whose name we 
come, Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

Before we share our monetary gifts or come to the altar for forgiveness through Christ’s Body and 
Blood, we share Christ’s peace, greeting one another with the words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

 

 
OFFERING  

 
HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 

Reception of New Members 

 
Julia Brent, Isaac, Ann and Hunter Ranisate; Dale & Rosemarie Calendar; 
Eugen & Angel Ihly; Will Kopriva; Elle Lambert; Dale & Meg Lewis; Joel & 
Eydie Pankow, Ethan; Della Sanchez; Laurel Shurtleff 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might 
escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 



SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, heavenly Father, because You are with us to 
bless us for time and for eternity. With goodness and mercy You provide for 
all our wants of body and soul. May Your Holy Spirit guard, guide, and 
comfort us throughout the days of our journey on earth, while we live to 
Your glory as Your pilgrim people. Keep us focused in faith as we journey 
toward our final goal, Your everlasting kingdom, where with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 



passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
AGNUS DEI        (Divine Service, Setting One) 

 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”       LSB 334  
“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”      LSB 355 
“Once He Came in Blessing”        LSB 333  
“Hark the Glad Sound”         LSB 349 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Joy to the World” (St. 1, Advent Section, LSB 387) 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748. Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your Son, Jesus, came to be 
our Savior as He rode into Jerusalem and that He continues to come for us 
today in His true body and blood, given and shed for forgiveness; through 



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
  
 
BENEDICTION Mark 11:9–10 
 
Pastor: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
People: Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 
All:  Hosanna in the highest! 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
  

HYMN  “Savior of the Nations, Come” (Verses 1-4, 8)      LSB 332 
 
POSTLUDE “Savior of the Nations, Come “     Paul Manz 

 
 

Serving in Worship 
  

  

  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock 
                     10:30           Michael Lawrenz 
LECTOR           8:00    Benjamin Dallet 

             10:30    Jeanette Nelson 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Esther Langness 

                10:30    Ethan Pankow 
USHERS                      8:00 Larry Nisbet, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Collin Brinkman 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, 

Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS Terry Utecht, in loving memory of his 

dad, Harold, 10 years since he passed 
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