
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

  
  

  

December 17, 2017 
  

10:30 am 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
  

Rejoice Always! 
  

AS WE GATHER   
 

“The good old days.” “They don’t make them like they used to.” 
Oftentimes, we look to the past with a feeling of nostalgia. We think 
that things were better or safer or greater “back then.” Perhaps we 
have this feeling with good reason; after all, the future can be scary! 
What’s going to happen in the Middle East? In Israel?  In our large 
cities where there are large gatherings of people?  Where is the 
economy headed? What kind of world will my children live in? Yet, in 
today’s Gospel, John assures his listeners of greater things to come. 
His message is one of hope in the coming Savior. In Christ, we, too, 
have greater things to come—including resurrection and life with Him 
forever. That’s reason for rejoicing, now and always! 



GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

EMMANUEL  McGee 
 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel. 
God is with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel. 

LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH  Miller-Jackson 
 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. 
 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 



PASTORAL GREETING        PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 
 

Pastor: Rejoice always, 
People: pray without ceasing, 
Pastor: give thanks in all circumstances; 
People: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  John 8:12; John 1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine Your Church. 

Contemporary  
Service:  

 

Order of Worship 

OPENING SONG                             WE BELIEVE   The Newsboys 
 

In this time of desperation—When all we know is doubt and fear 
There is only one foundation—We believe we believe 
In this broken generation—When all is dark You help us see 
There is only one salvation—We believe we believe 
 

CHORUS: We believe in God the Father—We believe in Jesus Christ 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit—And He's given us new life 
  We believe in the crucifixion—We believe that He conquered death 
  We believe in the resurrection—And He's coming back again 
 

So let our faith be more than anthems—Greater than the songs we sing 
In our weakness and temptations—We believe we believe  CHORUS 
 

Let the lost be found—and the dead be raised  
In the here and now let love invade 
Let the church live loud our God we'll say—We believe we believe 
And the gates of hell will not prevail For the pow'r of God has torn the veil 
Now we know Your love will never fail We believe we believe 
 

He's coming back again—He's coming back again We believe we believe 



INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Thess. 5:21-23, Isaiah 64:6, 9 
 

Pastor: “But test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of 
evil.”  
 

“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away.” 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly 
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: “Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. 
Behold, please look, we are all Your people.” 
 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and 
in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

WORD 
Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

(“The Lord has anointed me to bring good news.”) 
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, and to provide for all those who grieve in Zion—to 
bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead 
of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be 
called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his 



Congregation, please stand. 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
(“Rejoice always, do not quench the Spirit.”) 

 
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
the Lord’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 

Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test 
everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every king of evil. 
 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

splendor. 
 

They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they 
will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 
 

“For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will 
reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants 
will be know among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who 
see them will acknowledge that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 
 

I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me 
with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seed to 
grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up 
before all nations. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:6–8, 19–28  
(“Make straight the way of the Lord.”) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. And this is the 
testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 



SONG OF THE DAY                        JESUS MESSIAH Tomlin 
 

He became sin, who knew no sin;  
that we might become His righteousness; 
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
 

CHORUS:  Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;  
  Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
  The Rescue for sinners, the ransom from heaven; 
  Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 

His body, the bread; His blood, the wine; 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. CHORUS 
 

All our hope is in You, all our hope is in You; 
All the glory to You, God, the light of the world. CHORUS 
 

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all.  
The Lord of all!  
The Lord of all. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Jenna Lawrenz 

People: “I am not the Christ.” 
Pastor: And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, 
People: “I am not.” 
Pastor: “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
People: “No.” 
Pastor: So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, 
People: “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 

the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
Pastor: (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then 

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” John answered them, 

People: “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
even He who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie.” 

Pastor: These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 



THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Pastor Let us pray,  
People Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, 

and resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal 
grace, mercy, and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the 
Lord using… 

 

Peace be with you 

THIS IS AMAZING GRACE Wickham 
 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness,  
whose love is mighty and so much stronger?  
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder, 
who leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings. 
 

CHORUS: This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
  that You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 
  You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 
  Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me. 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order, 
who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory. 
 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 
shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above all kings.  CHORUS 

PRAYER 

APOSTLES’ CREED                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 

SERMON    Who Are You?          Pastor Larson                         
                  Text: John 1:6-8, 19-28 



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

Pastor In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For 
as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 

PREFACE 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our  
   God. 
People It is right to give Him  thanks and 
   praise. 

HOLY  
COMMUNION  

 
OUR LORD’S  

BODY AND BLOOD 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 



OCEANS                Crocker/Houston 
 

You call me out upon the waters,  
The great unknown where feet may fail. 
And there I find You in the mystery,  
In oceans deep, my faith will stand. 
 
CHORUS: And I will call upon Your name  
  And keep my eyes above the waves. 
  When oceans rise,  
  My soul will rest in Your embrace 
  For I am Yours and You are mine. 
 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters,  
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide. 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me,  
You've never failed and You won't start now.  CHORUS 
 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders,  
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me.  
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger  
In the presence of my Savior. 
 

I will call upon Your name,  
Keep my eyes above the waves. 
My soul will rest in Your embrace.  
I am Yours and You are mine. 

DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?         Jenna Lawrenz and Christa Kirschner, duet soloists 

JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES  Hearn 
 
Jesus, name above all names,  
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us,  
blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 
Jesus, loving Shepherd,  
Vine of the branches, Son of God; 
Prince of Peace, Wonderful counselor,  
Lord of the universe, Light of the world. 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
  in his grace.  

People Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
  and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you 
  peace.  

People Amen. 

Pastor Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

MIGHTY IS OUR GOD  Greco 
 
Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
 
His name is higher, higher than any other name; 
His pow’r is greater, for He has created ev’rything. 
 
Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 





Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Arvin Michel  
                     10:30           Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Dana Thom 

             10:30    Mike Reimnitz 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Josh Federico 

                10:30    Ben Dierking 
USHERS                      8:00 Larry Nisbet, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Phyllis McConnell, Gloria Mielke, Judy 

Peterson, Charmaine Rohde 
FLOWERS Don & Marilyn Loptien, in celebration of 

their 38th anniversary and Don’s 81st 
birthday (today) 
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