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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
  
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
  

AS WE GATHER   
 

The theme of the Last Sunday of the Church Year is one of 
continuation. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, continues to guard and 
guide His flock. His sheep, who have traveled with Him through earthly 
pastures, now await the new heaven and new earth He has prepared. 
And how amazing it will be! Paul shares a glimpse of the eternal life 
that is to come in these words: “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard…God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). 
Joyfully awaiting what is yet to be, we say, “Amen! Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 
  

 



 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRELUDE   Now We Thank We All Our God  Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 
GREETING 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
OPENING HYMN     “The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns”     LSB 532 
 

INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Revelation 4:8b, 11 
 
Pastor: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
People: who was and is and is to come! 
Pastor: Worthy are You, our Lord and God, 
People: to receive glory and honor and power, 
Pastor: for You created all things, 
People: and by Your will they existed and were created. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, sheep of the Good Shepherd, we know of His abiding 

goodness and mercy. With confidence, let us come before our Lord to 
confess our sins and to find the forgiveness we seek. 

People: Almighty God, we admit our sinfulness, both that which is within us 
from the beginning and that which continues to occur in our lives 
through our transgressions in thought, word, and deed. Forgive us, 
renew us, and create in us clean hearts so that we may serve You as 
Your redeemed people, now and forever. 

 
Pastor: God hears our cries for mercy, and because of the sacrifice of His beloved 

Son for the sins of all people, He grants forgiveness. In the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. May you live 
confidently in this life as you await the joy of life everlasting. Be at peace! 

People: Amen. 



 WORD  
 
INTROIT Psalm 39:4–5, 7–8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 
 
Pastor: In keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness. 
 

Women: O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; 
let me know how fleeting I am! 

 
Men: Behold, You have made my days a few handbreadths, and my 

lifetime is as nothing before You. 
 
ALL:  And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You. 

 
Women:          Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of 

the fool! 
 

Men: Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not Your peace 
at my tears! For I am a sojourner with You, a guest, like all my 
fathers. 

 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: In keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 

new earth, the home of righteousness. 
 
KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE     “Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand”   (verses 1, 4, 6)        LSB 564 
  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the 
living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our 
eyes fixed on the Kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of 
the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

Old Testament: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
(The Lord will search for His sheep.) 

  
  

"`For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep 
and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out 
from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into 
their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and 
in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in 
good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the 
Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind 
up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.” 

"`Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you shove with flank 
and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven 
them away, I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge 
between one sheep and another. I will place over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. I the 
LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the 
LORD have spoken.” 
  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 



Epistle: I Corinthians 15:20-28 
(All will be made alive in Christ.) 

  
  

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. For he "has put everything under his feet."  Now 
when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does 
not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done 
this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under 
him, so that God may be all in all.  
  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Congregation, please rise. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

(The sheep and the goats are separated.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered  
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the 
goats on his left. 
  

"Then the King will say to those on his right, `Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.'  
  

"Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see 
you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  
  

"The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 



these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  
  

"Then he will say to those on his left, `Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 
  

"They also will answer, `Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 
  

"He will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.'  
  

"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
  
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us   LSB 711 
 
SERMON  “The Work of God”         Rev. Richard Langness 
             TEXT: Matthew 25:31-46  
 
CREEDAL CONFESSION OF FAITH Third Article, with Luther’s Explanation 
 

Pastor: In the Third Article, we affirm our confession of the last things and add our 
“Amen” to all we have professed that we believe. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. 
 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith. 
 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and 
the sins of all believers. 
 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life 
to me and all believers in Christ. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
We pray for the whole Christian community around the world that, as 
people united in faith, we may witness to the good news that is ours in 
Christ Jesus. Together we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: We pray for all nations of the earth, that in those places where strife and 

discord rule, there may be peace. And we pray for our own nation, that it 
may seek to bring that which is good and God-pleasing in every global 
situation, especially Korea and the Middle East. Together we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: We pray for all those who labor in the fields of the Lord, that the Good 

Shepherd would lead them to pleasant pastures and give them joy in their 
callings. And we pray that the God of all grace would continue to raise up 
men and women to serve in vocations of service in the Church. Together 
we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: We pray for our lives and for the situations in which we are placed day by 

day at home, in the workplace, in schools, or wherever our paths lead us, 
that we may be peacemakers and peace bringers, carrying out the 
command to love one another as our Lord has loved us. Together we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: We pray for the special needs of this day, including health and family 

concerns, joys and sorrows, and all that is on our hearts, [including . . .]. 
Together we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: With gratitude, we remember all those who have completed their earthly 

journeys in faith, whose witness remains to bless and inspire us. May we 
with confidence follow in their footsteps and be led by the Holy Spirit. 
Together we say: 

People: Amen and amen. 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

Before we share our monetary gifts or come to the altar for forgiveness through Christ’s Body and 
Blood, we share Christ’s peace, greeting one another with the words such as, “Peace be with you.” 



OFFERING Let All Things Now Living    arr. Nielson and Young 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  
 

 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, heavenly Father, because You are with us to 
bless us for time and for eternity. With goodness and mercy You provide for 
all our wants of body and soul. May Your Holy Spirit guard, guide, and 
comfort us throughout the days of our journey on earth, while we live to 
Your glory as Your pilgrim people. Keep us focused in faith as we journey 
toward our final goal, Your everlasting kingdom, where with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, heavenly Father, because You are with us to 
bless us for time and for eternity. With goodness and mercy You provide for 
all our wants of body and soul. May Your Holy Spirit guard, guide, and 
comfort us throughout the days of our journey on earth, while we live to 
Your glory as Your pilgrim people. Keep us focused in faith as we journey 
toward our final goal, Your everlasting kingdom, where with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
AGNUS DEI        (Divine Service, Setting One) 

 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”      LSB 709 
“Love in Christ is Strong and Living”      LSB 706 
“Jesus Shall Reign”         LSB 832 
“Be Strong In the Lord”         LSB 665 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, heavenly Father, again You have welcomed us to Your 
Table and have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 
kingdom. Adding our AMENS to those of the saints and angels around 
Your throne, we thank You and ask that we may rejoice in Your presence 
and hold fast to Your promises. Grant Your Holy Spirit to enlighten us with 
His gifts so that we may live out our days in hope, eagerly awaiting the 
return of Christ in justice and glory. We ask this in the blessed name of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen and AMEN! 
  
 
BENEDICTION HYMN        “Lord, Send Us Out in Peace”  (Music below) 

 
 

Text: Gregory Wismar. Copyright © 2010 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 
 

 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: God the Father bless your lives and your deeds with His peace. 

God the  Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, fill your hearts and your days with 
hope. 
God the Holy Spirit be with you to make your lives expressions of God’s 
gracious and abiding love, now and forever.     

People: Amen. 
 
  

 
HYMN  “We Know That Christ Is Raised”      LSB 603 
 
POSTLUDE Prelude in E Major       J.S. Bach 

 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
  

  
  

  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER      Rev. Richard Langness 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST      Diana Gaide 
 
ELDER           8:00    Don Loptien 
ELDER         10:30    Roger Gaide 
LECTOR           8:00    Clyde Wiggins 

             10:30    Ted Lemke 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Jake Faulk 

                10:30    Ben Dierking 
USHERS                      8:00 Art Gordan, Members of the 

Congregation 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Members of the 

Congregation 
SERVER         10:30    Jude Donovan 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Gaudreault, Gloria Mielke, Cathy 

Utecht 
FLOWERS Edna & Linda Achziger, in loving 

memory of Ed Achziger 
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