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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  
The Resurrection of the Body 

  

AS WE GATHER   
 
The final three weeks of the Church Year are traditionally concerned with “the 
last things.” The lessons of the Church bring a special opportunity to reflect on 
the end of time and on the end of our earthly lives. In the Apostles’ Creed, we 
affirm our belief in the resurrection of the body, which is God’s good but 
temporary gift to us while we are living on earth. With all who have died in the 
faith before us, we await the coming of the Lord. Paul writes, “We shall all be 
changed.” Our faithful worship helps us prepare for that glorious event! 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”   Paul Manz 
 
GREETING 
 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 
 Congregation, please stand during the tolling of the bell 
 
OPENING HYMN               “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”      LSB 516 
 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Revelation 15:3–4 

 

Pastor: Great and amazing are Your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! 
People: Just and true are Your ways, O King of the nations! 
 
Pastor: Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
People: For You alone are holy. 
 
Pastor: All nations will come and worship You, 
People: for Your righteous acts have been revealed. Alleluia! 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
 
People: Merciful Father, we bring before You our confession, imploring Your 

mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. We are sinful from 
birth and daily add to that burden. Our actions have been thoughtless 
and have resulted in evil. Our words have been hurtful, and we have 
not always honored Your name in our speaking. We have left undone 
many things that could have brought glory and praise to You. O Lord, 
grant us Your grace and the blessing of forgiveness. By the renewing 
work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to amend our sinful lives, that we may 
grow daily in righteousness and be bringers of peace in our time. 

 
Pastor: Because of the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, God promises full and free 

forgiveness. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all of 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
As you believe, so may it be. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

 WORD  
 
KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 
 



HYMN        “When Peace Like a River” (verses 1 & 4)         LSB 763 

 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Refrain It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul),  
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

  
 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You have called Your people to love justice and to do acts of 
kindness. Grant that we may be bearers of Your justice in the world, 
awaiting the time of Your return as judge on the Last Day; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with Father and the Holy Spirit is 
worshiped and glorified, now and eternally. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

Old Testament: Amos 5:18-24 
(The Lord calls for justice.) 

  
Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the day of the 
Lord? That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though a man fled from a 
lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on 
the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, 
not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? “I hate, I despise your 
religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you bring 
me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring 



choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the noise 
of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on 
like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM Psalm 70 
 
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me! O Lord, make haste to help me! 
 

Men: Let them be put to shame and confusion who seek my life! Let them be 
turned back and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt! 
 
Women: Let them turn back because of their shame who say, “Aha, Aha!” 
 
Men: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You! May those who love Your 
salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 
 
Women: But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and 
my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 

 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
(The Day of the Lord is coming.) 

  
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who 
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God 
will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the 
Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
  
  



MINISTRY OF MUSIC   “Keep Your Lamps”  arr. Thomas, Ascension Chorale, Larry 
Ruggera and Larry Boeding, percussion 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 
(The parable of the wise and foolish virgins.) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were 
wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The 
wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was 
a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
  

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
  

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to 
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
  

“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
  

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door 
was shut. 
  

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 
  

“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
  

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”       LSB 515 
 
SERMON    
 
 
CREEDAL CONFESSION OF FAITH The First Article (“I believe in God, the Father Almighty,    

Maker of Heaven and Earth”…) 
 

Pastor: In the First Article, we confess that our bodies are a gift of God. It is the 
gracious action of our Creator that continues to preserve us during our 
earthly life. That care continues beyond death as we look forward to 
everlasting life. We confess: 



People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given 

me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 
daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from 
all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty 
to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  

 
This is most certainly true. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
We pray for the Church, the gathering of God’s forgiven people, that we 
may support and encourage one another as we await the day of the Lord’s 
return. 

People: In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for our nation, our state, our local community, and our 

neighborhoods. May justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream in our courts and in all centers of government, that we 
may lead lives that are peaceful and peaceable. 

People: In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for those who serve among us as leaders in the Church, that they 

may find support and joy in their service.  
People: In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray for those with special need for our petitions in these perilous 

times, such as those injured or killed in the Texas church mass shooting, 
that they might find comfort in the hope of the resurrection and the life 
everlasting. We also lift up the sick and hospitalized, the shut-ins, those 
facing challenges in employment or in other parts of their lives, that their 



needs may be met according to God’s gracious plan. This day we 
especially pray for [names . . . and] all those in need of our prayers. 

People: In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We thank You, Lord, for the witness left to us by Your saints, those we 

have known personally in our lives and those from times past whose 
witness continues to inspire and inform us. May Your Holy Spirit lead us 
each day to be those people who do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with You as we await the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. 

People: In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 

Before we share our monetary gifts or come to the altar for forgiveness through Christ’s Body and 
Blood, we share Christ’s peace, greeting one another with the words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

 

 
 
OFFERING                “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”   Paul Manz 
 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of sins, believe 
the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and resolve 
to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with 
wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are 
invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for the Supper is ready! When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  



 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.               
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.              
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 



SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Divine Service, Setting ONE) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created. You revealed Your gracious will through the 
prophets and sent Your Son, by whose death we have been given life. We 
come to Your Table in true faith, rejoicing to receive His body and blood, 
which save us from our sins and nourish us for eternal life. 
Gather us together with all the faithful at this meal, and receive us into the 
heavenly banquet where we shall give You all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your life, 
passion, and death, which have given us life; Your resurrection and 
ascension, which call us upward into heaven; and Your coming at the final 
judgment for the harvest of Your vineyard. So remember us, look down 
from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine in Your kingdom; and teach 
us to pray: 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                              Found in the back cover of the Hymnal 
 
 
AGNUS DEI        (Divine Service, Setting One) 

 

 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”      LSB 663 
“We Know That Christ Is Raised”       LSB 603 
“Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free””      LSB 473 
 
“Lord, Send Us Out in Peace”  (Music below) 

 
 

Text: Gregory Wismar. Copyright © 2010 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 
 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come at Your gracious Table. Strengthen us through this blessed 
gift as we prepare for and await the final coming of Jesus, our Lord, the 



Bridegroom of the Church. Keep us steadfast throughout our sojourn on 
earth and bring us at last to that heavenly banquet in Your kingdom, where 
perfect joy abounds eternally. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: God the Father bless your lives and your deeds with His peace. 

God the  Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, fill your hearts and your days with 
hope. 
God the Holy Spirit be with you to make your lives expressions of God’s 
gracious and abiding love, now and forever.     

People: Amen. 
 
 
HYMN  “Christ is Surely Coming”       LSB 509 
 
POSTLUDE “An Exhortation to Praise”      Lani Smith 

 



 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Norm Finfrock 

             10:30    Larry Buethe 
LECTOR           8:00    Joyce Dowdy 

             10:30    Larry Westra 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Reese Hitztaler 
USHERS                      8:00 Art Gordan, Jake Faulk, Josh Federico 

10:30 Jason Dierking, Ethan Pankow, Holly 
Schmitt, Erik Schwerin 

SERVER         10:30    Les Young 
ALTAR GUILD Gloria Gaudreault, Gloria Mielke, Cathy 

Utecht 
FLOWERS Bob & Deb Shiflet, in loving memory of 

George Walker Branan & Kenneth 
Elwood Shiflet 
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