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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Life and Death in the Vineyard and Stewardship Sunday 
  

AS WE GATHER   
  

How disappointed God was with His people, over and over again! He had 
prepared the Promised Land and brought them out of Egypt to inhabit it. Yet, 
long before He let outsiders destroy it, the people—the vines in His vineyard—
were producing “wild grapes,” according to Isaiah. And when the vineyard 
owner’s son came to receive good wine, they would have nothing to do with 
him. Jesus spells all that out in a parable. But the death of the Son is what 
produces life for all who call on Him in faith. Knowing Christ, as Paul 
proclaims, is all that matters. Everything else is rubbish. It wasn’t easy for Paul 
to say, and it isn’t easy for us to live, but nourished by Word and Sacrament, we 
can press on toward the upward call of our Savior, who awaits us in His eternal 
vineyard. 
 

Today is also Stewardship Sunday.  The lessons provide a perfect metaphor.  
God has placed us in His vineyard and trusts us to be good stewards of what 
He has provided, insuring for His Kingdom a harvest of righteousness that 
includes giving of time, talents and finances.  Faith and trust in Him provides 
us with the motivation we need to tend to His vineyard and also to harvest for 
Him. 





GATHERING SONGS 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

MIGHTY IS OUR GOD  Greco 
 
Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; 
Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; 
Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
 
His name is higher, higher than any other name; 
His pow’r is greater, for He has created ev’rything. 
 
Mighty is our God, mighty is our King; 
Mighty is our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 
Glory to our God, glory to our King; 
Glory to our Lord, ruler of ev’rything. 

MORE THAN AMAZING        Lincoln Brewster | Mia Fieldes 
 

You're the One who walked on water And You calmed the raging seas 
You command the highest mountains To fall upon their knees 
You're the One who welcomed sinners And You opened blinded eyes 
You restored the broken-hearted And You brought the dead to life 
Forgetting all our sins  You remember all Your promises 
 

CHORUS: You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough (You are amazing) 
 

INSTRUMENTAL 
 

With authority You've spoken  And You've set the captive free 
You're the King who came to serve And You're the God who washed our feet 
You're the One who took our burdens And You bled upon the cross 
In Your kindness and Your mercy You became the way for us   
Forgetting all our sins  You remember all Your promises  
  
 

CHORUS:  You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough REPEAT 
 

BRIDGE: Oh how marvelous Oh how wonderful Oh how glorious You are amazing 
  Oh how marvelous Oh how wonderful Oh how glorious You are (REPEAT) 
 

CHORUS:  You are amazing  More than amazing 
  Forever our God You're more than enough  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 5:4; 1 John 1:9; Psalm 80:7; Philippians 3:9, 12 

 
Pastor: Although God had done everything needed for His vineyard, “When I 

looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?” 
People: Although our Lord Jesus did everything needed for us to be His 

pleasant planting today, we confess that we have not valued His 
sacrifice for us above all else. We have considered the things around 
us and our very selves to be our possessions. We have thought, 
spoken, and acted for our own interests. We have neglected to press 
on, responding to the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. We have no 
righteousness of our own for which God might listen to us. 

Pastor: If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

People: Restore us, O God of hosts; let Your face shine, that we may be 
saved! 

Pastor: Paul wrote of his own struggle: “Not that I have already obtained [the 
resurrection] or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me His own.” You are not your own; you 
were bought with a price: the life, sufferings, and death of our Savior. 
Moreover, God has bestowed on you the righteousness “which comes 
through faith in Christ.” Therefore, as His called and ordained servant, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

OPENING SONG       HUMBLE THYSELF - AWESOME GOD Hudson-Mullins 
 

Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord. Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord, 
and He shall lift you up, higher and higher, and He shall lift you up. REPEAT 
 

Our God is an awesome God; He reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God! 
Our God is an awesome God; He reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God!  REPEAT 

PASTORAL GREETING       PASTOR LARSON 
 

 Congregation, please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Contemporary Service:  
 

Order of Worship 



WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 5:1–7 
(Israel, God’s vineyard, is producing wild grapes.) 

  
I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a 
vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it 
with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as 
well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.  
   

"Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done 
for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? Now I will tell 
you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will 
be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. I will make it a 
wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. 
I will command the clouds not to rain on it."  
   

The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah 
are the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for 
righteousness, but heard cries of distress.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE: Philippians 3:4b–14   
(Nothing compares to knowing Christ and the resurrection.) 

  
If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting 
the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What 
is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 
them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 



HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33–46 
(The parable of the vineyard) 

  
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 
put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he 
rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.  
"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a 
third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the  
tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. `They 
will respect my son,' he said.  
"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, `This is the heir. 
Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.' So they took him and threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him.  

Congregation, please stand. 

righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ—the righteousness that 
comes from God and is by faith. I want 
to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, 

 
and so, somehow, to 

attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already been made perfect, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

 

Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.  
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON   We Are Beggars, This Is True       Pastor Larson 
             Text: Mark 10:46-52 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kathy Johnson 

"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?"  
"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent 
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 
time."  
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures: " `The stone the 
builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes'?  
   

"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he 
was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were 
afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 
  
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

SONG OF THE DAY                       GRACE LIKE RAIN          Todd Agnew 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound  That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found Was blind but now I see so clearly 
 

CHORUS: Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
  Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
  (They're washed away) 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed  CHORUS 
 

INSTRUMENTAL 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years Bright shining as the sun 
We've no less days to sing Your praise Than when we'd first begun  CHORUS X2 
 

Hallelujah yeah Hallelujah yeah   
Hallelujah yeah oh yeah 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away  
They’re washed away 

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB (Inside back-cover) 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray,  
C Heavenly Father, receive these gifts, symbols of the time, abilities, and 

resources we place at Your disposal in thanks for Your eternal grace, mercy, 
and peace. Receive them for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 
 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the 
Christian faith, confess him as Savior, have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and 
blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance 
to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are 
available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been instructed, 
yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. Come, for 
the Supper is ready! When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief.  

THE OFFERING 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using…
Peace be with you 

PRAYER 

OFFERING SONG               HALLELUJAH           Brenton Brown | Brian Doerksen 
 

Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging Your love is a mountain  
Firm beneath my feet Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me 
 

CHORUS:  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
  Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah Your love makes me sing 
 

Your love is surprising I can feel it rising All the joy that's growing Deep inside of me  
Ev'ry time I see You All Your goodness shines through  
I can feel this God song Rising up in me   CHORUS 
 

Your love is amazing Steady and unchanging Your love is a mountain  
Firm beneath my feet Your love is a myst'ry How You gently lift me 
When I am surrounded Your love carries me  CHORUS 
 

Yes You make me sing  Lord You make me sing sing sing 
Lord You make me sing  CHORUS X2  



THE WORDS OF CONSECRATION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB (Inside back-cover) 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the 
 Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the 
 Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him 
 thanks and praise. 

HOLY  
COMMUNION 

OUR LORD’S  
BODY AND BLOOD 



DISTRIBUTION SONGS 

GRACE ALONE Brown—Nelson 
 

Ev'ry promise we can make,  
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith, 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb,  
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine, 
Ev'ry blessing left behind is only by His grace. 
 

CHORUS: Grace alone which God supplies, Strength unknown He will provide. 
Christ in us, our Cornerstone, We will go forth in grace alone. 
 

Ev'ry soul we long to reach,  
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach, 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry loving word we say,  
Ev'ry tear we wipe away, 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace. CHORUS X2 

THE POTTER’S HAND          Zschech 
 

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior,  
I know for sure, all of my days are held in Your hand; 
Crafted into Your perfect plan. 
 

You gently call me into Your presence, 
Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit; 
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 
 

I'm captured by Your holy calling,  
Set me apart, I know You're drawing me to Yourself;  
Lead me, Lord, I pray. 
 

CHORUS: Take me, mold me, use me, fill me;  
  I give my life to the Potter's hand. 
  Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 
  I give my life to the Potter's hand. 
 

You gently call me into Your presence, 
Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit; 
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 
 

I'm captured by Your holy calling,  
Set me apart, I know You're drawing me to Yourself;  
Lead me, Lord, I pray. CHORUS X2 

HARK THE VOICE OF JESUS CALLING LSB 827 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.  

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 

CLOSING SONG               LORD REIGN IN ME   Brown 
 

Over all the earth,  
You reign on high, 
every mountain stream,  
Every sunset sky. 
But my one request,  
Lord, my only aim 
is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me,  
  reign in Your power; 
  over all my dreams,  
  in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, 
  so won’t You reign in me again. 
 

Over every thought,  
Over every word, 
may my life reflect  
The beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me  
Than any earthly thing. 
So won’t you reign in me again. CHORUS X2 



Serving in Worship 
  

  
  
  
  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Rev. John Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  Michael Zehnder 
  
ELDER           8:00    Arvin Michel 

             10:30    Michael Lawrenz 
LECTOR           8:00    Lynne Hansen 

             10:30    Carol Shepherd 
ACOLYTE           8:00    Chrissy Coon 

                10:30    Erik Schwerin 
USHERS                      8:00 Hank Peepgrass, Jake Faulk, Josh 

Federico 
10:30 Jason Dierking, Ben Dierking, Reese 

Hitztaler, Hannah Schmitt 
SERVER         10:30    Denise Lucero 
ALTAR GUILD Joyce Dowdy, Dawn Munson 
FLOWERS Harvey & Sally Atchison, in joyous 

celebration of their 60
th
 Anniversary 

(On August 10) 
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